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Joe Kulik and his son, Joseph E. Kulik, members of
the Greater Pittsburgh Football Officials Association,
were selected to work the AAA football
championship in Hershey. Joe served as the referee
on the crew, while young Joe was the back judge.
Both are residents of Kennedy Township. WPIAL
crews can only work championship games if there
is no WPIAL team involved in the game, so the
opportunity to work a state championship game is a
rare opportunity for local officials. This is the second
year in a row that local officials from GPFOA have
worked a state championship game. PHOTO SUBMITTED

RIGHT: Local residents, members of the Greater
Pittsburgh Football Officials Association, officiated at the

playoff games in Hershey this winter, left to right: Paul
Lancaster, Mike Pearrow, John Jarocki, Joe Kulik, Andy

Rizzardi, Gene Kulha, and Joseph E. Kulik.
PHOTO SUBMITTED





As with every issue, your community businesses are the reason for the publication of Allegheny West Magazine. Please support these businesses.
Their support allows us to mail this magazine, free, into the households and most businesses of Ingram, Kennedy, Pennsbury, Robinson, and

Thornburg as a community service.

OUR
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   The holidays have passed once again, and another new year is upon us.
We are all most likely making our resolutions and setting our goals for the
year.
   Here at Allegheny West Magazine, we’re taking a moment to look back
on the year and review what we accomplished, both as a publication and
as a business.
   What did we do well? Where did we fall short? What can we do better?
   Looking at ourselves during 2012 helps us to set new goals for 2013. We
are always open to suggestions for improvement, story ideas, and more.
   From our first issue in 1999 until now, in 2013, our goal has always been
to be a community connector, a liaison to share good news, information,
and announcements that are important to you.

   That goal will remain unchanged in 2013 as we maintain our mission statement, “Allegheny West
Magazine is an all positive, good news publication mailed free into the homes and businesses to
connect communities, promote people, heighten awareness about the richness of the airport region,
and build pride in the western suburbs of Allegheny County.”
   Our goals in 2012 included increasing our social media presence by adding more postings on our
Facebook page, and communicating more regularly with our advertisers and local businesses
through an e-mail newsletter program called Constant Contact. Consider “liking” our Facebook
page so you, too, can get updates in between magazine issues.
   We hope we are doing our job to serve you well. And, we hope to continue that effort through
2013.
   Happy New Year!

Pat Jennette, Publisher & Editor

   If you’ll recall, in our previous issue of Allegheny West Magazine, we
ran a piece on the history of oil drilling in the Robinson Township area.
It’s a little known facet of our local history, but one that left a significant
mark, and seemed all the more relevant to us in light of the recent natural
gas drilling boom.
   We also ran versions of this story in our other two editions. In the
October West Allegheny issue, we looked at how oil built an entire town.
This month, for our final installment, we ran a piece in our Moon edition
examining what happened to the industry there, and how it ultimately disappeared. You can read
both versions on our Web site, where we have the current Moon edition posted, and the October
West Allegheny edition available under the archives tab.
   While you’re there, I hope you’ll flip through some of these other issues to get an idea of what
we covered in your neighboring areas over the past year. If you enjoy our Montour edition, I’m
sure you’ll find some other stories of interest about our region. We look forward to bringing you
more intriguing topics in the coming year.

Doug Hughey, Assistant Editor
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, Carnegie
Performing Arts Center, 150 East
Main Street in Carnegie, ages 5-
12 invited to audition at 10 a.m.
and ages 13 and up invited to
audition at 11 a.m. Rehearsals
Saturday mornings. Call (412)
279-8887 or visit www.carnegie
performingartscenter.com.

 meets
Sundays, 2:30-4:30 p.m.,
King’s Restaurant, Imperial,
(724) 796-1603.

, Carnegie Performing
Arts Center, 150 East Main
Street, Carnegie, ages 5-12
invited to audition at 1 p.m.,
ages 13 and up invited to
audition at 2 p.m., rehearsals
Saturday afternoons, (412) 279-
8887 or visit www.carnegie
performingartscenter.com.

 Moon Run
Fireman’s Club Social Hall,
9 p.m., three bands: RMK (Real
Man Kind), Train Wreck, and
Gumband, $5 cover charge.

encourages women
of all ages who like to sing to
come at 7 p.m., Coraopolis
United Methodist Church, 1205
Ridge Avenue, Coraopolis, to

sing four-part a cappella harmony,
barbershop style. Any woman,
with or without vocal training, and
with average singing ability, is
welcome. Members of Sounds of
Pittsburgh Chorus share the love
of music and the excitement of
performing for audiences
throughout the community. Women
from the greater Pittsburgh area,
Ohio, and West Virginia are
members. Guests are also
welcome to visit any Monday of
any month.
   The Sounds of Pittsburgh
chorus offers its talent for
private, company, and civic
events, and also supports local
charities. Call Mary Ann, (412)
279-6062, visit www.soundsof
pgh.org, or e-mail: membership@
soundsofpgh.org.

everything from
politics to prayer will be featured
at this new new weekly experi-
ence, Ken Mawr UP Church, as
part of a national network of
locations that offer participatory
events related to life and faith,
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday,
admission to the 60-minute event
is free, snacks and beverages
available, questions,  (412) 331-
2863 or Lskowron@comcast.net.

   The 
 is a 70-member,

pro/am ensemble providing quality
music for 45 years and offering
opportunities for younger players
to sit side by side with seasoned
professionals and share their
passion for playing and perform-
ing.
   Coming up: “Awakening!”
3 p.m. Sunday, March 24, West
Allegheny High School. Spring
arrives to the sounds of some of
the world’s great overtures,
marches; “Best of the American
Songbook III” at 3 p.m. Sunday,
May 18, location TBA. Pianist/
Arranger Kevin Clark returns
with a medley of tunes by
American music legend Cole
Porter. The WHSB is a nonprofit,
non-salaried organization,
dependent upon donations from
individuals and businesses in
order to continue providing free
concerts. To be a recognized
patron, call Music Director Clem
Rolin, (412) 788-4713 or visit
www.whsb.org.

 Moon Run
Fire Hall, Steubenville Pike,
6:30-9:30 p.m. Admission is
free, refreshments available to
purchase for a nominal price.
All Montour youth ages 11-14
invited, DJ. Permission slips
available on Robinson
Township’s Web site and at the
township office. Questions,
(412) 788-2822.

 1-3 p.m.,
Clever Park Rotary shelter, Clever
Road, www.townshipof
robinson.com.



Register online at: www.dcnr.state.pa.us/Calendar
Email: paadams@pa.gov or (724) 899-3611

Introduction to Winter Camping, Thursday, January 24, 7-9 p.m. Learn the
basics for cold weather camping while enjoying the winter season. Covers
clothing, camping equipment, and safety. Participation required for a
weekend campout in the park on February 9 and 10. Meet at Wildflower
Reserve Interpretive Center on Route 30. Free.
Art Club of Raccoon Creek, Sunday, January 27, 2-5 p.m., February 24, 2-5
p.m. Beginner to skilled artists can practice their artistic talents while
enjoying the outdoors at Raccoon Creek State Park. Any medium welcome.
January’s theme is winter landscapes and will feature a beginner’s course
for all ages on drawing winter landscapes. Meets last Sunday of each
month at Wildflower Reserve Interpretive Center on Route 30. Individuals
and families welcome. Small groups call ahead. Free.
The Oaks, Saturday, February 2, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Learn the history and
identification of the oak species and how to preserve and process acorns
into flour and a variety of recipes. Register by January 25. $10.
Hiking Club of Raccoon Creek, Saturday, February 16 and March 9,
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Explore the natural wonders and historic places within
Raccoon Creek State Park. Hike begins at park office on Route 18. Ranges
between four to five miles over moderate terrain. Dress appropriately and
bring water, snacks, lunch, and rain or snow gear if needed. Snowshoes
provided when needed. Free.
Snowshoeing and XC-Skiing, Raccoon Creek will announce last-minute
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing events on its website and Facebook
page as weather permits. Night programs possible. For more information,
contact the park. Free.
Maple Sugaring Workshop, Saturday, March 2, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Workshop
covering the collection of maple sap, boiling process, grades of syrup, and
the processing of syrup into candies and sugar. Low-cost evaporation
methods will be covered. Includes pancake dinner sampling whole grain
pancakes, baked goods, and toppings. Register by February 22. $20.
Nature Journaling, Saturday, March 9, 1-4 p.m. Join park volunteer and
naturalist Betsy Bangley for a program on nature journaling. Record
observations, sketch in nature, and write poetry. Ideal for beginners.
Materials provided. Dress warm for nature walks and bring a mug for hot
drinks. Register by March 1. Free.
Bake Your Own Wheat Bread, Monday, March 18, 6-9 p.m. Park volunteer
and naturalist Betsy Bangley leads you through the process of mixing,
raising, and baking bread. Sample bread right out of the oven, and make
fresh dough to take home and bake. Register by March 8. $5.

PHOTO BY
CHRISTOPHER ROLINSON



AREA  ATHLETE COMMITS
TO BOWLING GREEN FOR
VOLLEYBALL
   Amanda Schiavo has committed to play
volleyball at Bowling Green State
University beginning in the 2013 season.
She is the daughter of John Schiavo and
Scott and Andrea Anstis.
   A 5-foot-7 defensive specialist/libero,
Amanda spent her high school career at
both West Allegheny and Moon Area High
Schools,
earning three
varsity
letters. She
was also
selected as
one of 24
athletes to
participate in
the 2012
USVA Indoor
High
Performance
Women’s
Junior National Training Team, signifying
the highest level of national-pipeline
programming for the age group. Amanda
also took part in the 2009 and 2011 USVA
High Performance Camp and was part of
the Keystone Region Volleyball
Association (KRVA) Youth Team in both
2010 and 2011.
    She was named a 2012 AVCA Under
Armour High School All-American
Honorable Mention and was selected for
the Terrific 21 All-Star Game, composed of
the best players in the Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic
League (WPIAL). Academically, Amanda
has been named to both the high honor roll
and highest honor roll and plans to study
journalism at BGSU.

Read us online! Past issues
of all 3 Editions are on our

Web site,
www.alleghenywestmagazine.com

P
H

O
T

O
 S

U
B

M
IT

T
E

D





WEST PENN HOSPITAL RECEIVES
HIGHEST NURSING CREDENTIAL ONCE AGAIN
   The Western Pennsylvania Hospital has attained Magnet®
recognition for the second time as part of the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s (ANCC) Magnet Recognition Program®.
Magnet recognition is the highest national credential for nursing
excellence. With this designation, West Penn Hospital once
again retains its place among the best of the best as part of the
Magnet community - a select group of 395 healthcare
organizations out of nearly 6,000 in the U.S. It is also the first
hospital in the Pittsburgh region to earn the designation after
earning its first in 2006.
   Magnet recognition has become the gold standard for nursing
excellence and is taken into consideration when the public
judges healthcare organizations.
ST. CLAIR AWARDED AN “A” FOR PATIENT SAFETY
   St. Clair Hospital was honored with an “A” Hospital Safety
Score by The Leapfrog Group, an independent national
nonprofit run by employers and other large purchasers of health
benefits. The “A” score was awarded in the latest update to the
Hospital Safety ScoreSM, the A, B, C, D, or F scores assigned to
U.S. hospitals based on preventable medical errors, injuries,
accidents, and infections. The Hospital Safety Score was
compiled under the guidance of the nation’s leading experts on
patient safety and is designed to give the public information
they can use to protect themselves and their families.





What are some of your
qualifications for running this Center?

What are your
personal opinions on this Center?

What are some of the programs
now held at the Ingram Resource Center?

 – 

 - 

 

 - 

 

 

Are there any restrictions or rules
regarding attendance at the Center?

Can any of the new technologies found
throughout the Montour School District
be found here?

What are the plus sides to having
   this Center in the Montour community?
   

   This past fall the Ingram Resource Center opened its doors to the community. The remolded library serves as an
educational support center. Recently, Leah Dvorak sat down with Deborah Peelor, director of the Center, to learn more
about what is offered.



January 18 Teacher In-Service/No Students
January 21 Local Holiday - No School
February 15 Teacher In-Service/No Students
February 18 Local Holiday - No School
March 28 Early Dismissal
March 29 Spring Break - No School
April 1 Spring Break - No School



www.montourschools.com

ABOVE: Burkett Elementary students Natalie Dixon (left) and
Rachel Faith (right) interact with a NASA scientist during a
virtual field trip entitled, “Journey to the Extreme: Your VIP Pass
to Mars.” Students engaged in a live teleconference and Q & A
session with the scientists and astronauts.



www.montourschools.com

ABOVE: Third grade student McKenna Robinson
displays her gallery piece entitled “Collage,” inspired by
the works of Henri Matisse. Students have been
learning about Matisse as part of a cross-curricular
lesson developed by art teacher Marcia Chauvet,
librarian Ellen Jukes, and computer technology teacher
Rick Barie.

ABOVE: Sixth grade teacher Michelle Bertolino and essay contest
winner Holly Goodwin.



  Superintendent
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6222

 Asst. to the Supt.
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6231
burikjason@montourschools.com

Dir. Curric. & Instr.
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6103
stonec@montourschools.com

Dir. Special Education
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6101
serenkaf@montourschools.com

Dir. Human Resources
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6235
addyw@montourschools.com

Business Mgr.
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6232
schweitzerp@montourschools.com

HIGH SCHOOL
 Principal

(412) 490-6500, ext. 1612
pricet@montourschools.com

 Asst. Principal
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1614
kingw@montourschools.com

 Asst. Principal
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1613
kosanovicj@montourschools.com

D. E. WILLIAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL
 Principal

(412) 771-8802, ext. 2611
salpeckd@montourschools.com

 Asst. Principal
(412) 771-8802, ext. 2612
bostickc@montourschools.com

FOREST GROVE ELEMENTARY

(412) 264-6452, ext. 3611
marvinm@montourschools.com

BURKETT ELEMENTARY
 Principal

(412) 787-0408, ext. 4611
desideriod@montourschools.com

INGRAM ELEMENTARY
RESOURCE CENTER
(412) 921-2727, ext. 5611

www.montourschools.com



ABOVE: This year, the second grade and
adapted art class at Forest Grove Elementary
School created ornaments in Mrs. Rush’s art
class for the holiday trees at Pittsburgh
International Airport. Each holiday season the
trees are decorated with ornaments created by
area school students. The ornaments were
made by cutting holiday shapes out of
seasonal-colored, foam sheets, decorated with
glitter confetti, permanent marker, and ribbon.
The trees were on display throughout the
holiday season in the airport’s Landside
Terminal.

www.montourschools.com



This information is provided courtesy of Dr. Leah Gallucci, owner of
Choice Chiropractic & Wellness Center, 993 Brodhead Road, Moon

Township, PA 15108. Contact her at (412) 494-0019 or visit
www.choicechiropractic.net

Learning Curves is provided as a service to advertisers of Allegheny West Magazine to share
educational and/or informational knowledge with the readership. To inquire, call (724) 695-3968.

BY DR. LEAH GALLUCCI

   Every year, millions of people make their resolutions to start
the New Year off with a bang by ridding themselves of their bad
habits and bringing in good ones. The most popular
resolutions are related to physical or emotional well-being,
with seven out of ten joining a gym or going jogging within the
first two weeks of January.
   Six out of ten say they are trying to eat more healthy or
lose weight; however, statistics show that only nine
   So, how do we become all that we desire to be in 2013?
Slow down and work towards our goals!
   Even though you make a great resolution, it’s only as great as
your willpower. Try to focus on one thing at a time and do it
slowly.

The more we are educated about diet and nutrition,
the more it seems to be pointing us in the direction of eating
“whole foods,” or foods that are as close to their natural form
as possible. We should avoid processed foods and drinks
high in sugar.
Many health experts believe that eating “whole foods” is our

best bet to fight disease or illness and improve our overall
health and wellness.

 When it comes to exercising, you don’t have
to be a world-class Olympian to be healthy. Start slow by
stretching and walking to warm up your body. Strengthening
your core is one of the most important exercises, yet it often
is neglected.

Sleep is the most underestimated part of a
healthy lifestyle. A good night’s sleep is your only time to
allow your body to recover from everyday wear and tear. It is
the time that your stress level drops and you can relax.

Stress is the feeling you get when you are
overwhelmed with a situation -- relationships, money,
family, holidays, and similar situations. Stress can interfere
with normal living, damage your physical health, or cause
you difficulties with concentration or mood. Unfortunately,
most people run on stress, but one day it will run them
down. What can we do? Find an outlet. Find something you
like to do, such as a hobby. You need something that will
change your focus and redirect you into a calmer state.

 Your spine controls your
nervous system, which determines how the body operates.
If a nerve gets pinched, you are compromising the system.
This will also cause pain and put a higher demand on your
body and spinal joints, which leaves you in an unhealthy
state.
   It is extremely important to get annual spinal evaluations.
A chiropractic evaluation can let you see why this pain is
happening and what can be done to ease it. Chiropractic
can help increase your energy levels, leading to clearer
thinking, concentration, and memory. It can also improve
your everyday physical routine, leading to a pain-free life. It
just makes sense to listen to what your spine is telling you!



   Senator Wayne Fontana has
announced that Pennsylvania has
launched a program to assist
citizens in the “golden hour” of
emergency care following a traffic
accident when they may not be
able to communicate their needs
themselves. The Yellow Dot
program encourages motorists to
store medical information in their
glove compartments and simply
place a yellow dot in the rear
window of the vehicle. This symbol
will alert first responders to check
the glove compartment for motor-
ists’ medical information to ensure
the motorist receives the appropri-
ate medical attention during the
“golden,” or first hour, after an
accident.
   There are several ways to
participate in the Yellow Dot
program. Pick up a Yellow Dot

    Out of the 28,000 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, and Cadillac service
technicians across the United States, less than five percent have
achieved the status of General Motors World Class Technicians. Jim
Crivelli Chevrolet is proud to announce and congratulate not one,
not two, but three of their technicians for recently achieving this
level: Daniel Badaracco, Ed Wurms, and Don Freed. Together, their
achievement, combined with fellow technician, Jeff Brubaker, who
completed the program in 2010, makes Jim Crivelli Chevrolet one of
the most skilled and technically advanced service departments in the
country.

   The GM World Class Technician program takes service training to a
whole new level “above” Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) industry
training by adding comprehensive, Original Equipment Manufacturer
(OEM) training. General Motors service technicians have the unique
opportunity to become World Class Technicians in the GM Service
Technical College program.
   “The World Class Technician program provides techs the opportunity
to validate their knowledge and demonstrate their skills not only to our
customers, but also to Jim Crivelli Chevrolet and themselves,” said Jim
Boburka, Service Manager. “Danny, Ed, Don, and Jeff are truly the best
of the best, and we are proud to have them on our team, helping us
provide a truly exceptional customer experience for Pittsburgh drivers. I
am so proud of these guys and our whole service team.”
   To become a World Class Technician, Badaracco, Wurms, Freed, and
Brubaker completed more than 540 hours of training and achieved ASE
and GM Master Technician certification in eight technical categories.
   Dan Badaracco has been with Jim Crivelli Chevrolet since 1998. He
resides in Brookline with his wife, Amber, and two-year-old twin boys,
Danny and Billy. Ed Wurms is a 31-year employee of Jim Crivelli
Chevrolet, a Kennedy Township resident, and the proud father of two,
including a daughter who is a customer relations specialist at Bayer. Jeff
Brubaker has worked at Jim Crivelli Chevrolet for 27 years and lives in
Greentree with his wife, Jen, and four children, Shelby, Steve, Mike, and
Kelly. Don Freed has been with Jim Crivelli Chevrolet for 28 years, has
two children, and lives in Moon Township with his wife, Patty, to
whom he has been happily married for 24 years. Crivelli is proud to
support all of their technicians’ commitment to training and providing
superior service to all GM vehicle customers.

 NEW JIM CRIVELLI  “GM WORLD-CLASS”
SERVICE TECHNICIANS MAKE DEALERSHIP AMONG BEST IN NATION

packet at the Allegheny County Area
Agency on Aging, 441 Smithfield

Street, downtown, or at the Emer-
gency Medical Service Institute,
located at 1002 Church Hill Road in
Robinson Township. Residents can

also request a Yellow Dot packet be
mailed to them by providing a name
and address on the participation form
available on the PA Department of
Transportation’s (PennDOT) Web site.
   The packet has a personal informa-
tion form, including the participant’s
name, contact information, emergency
contact information, medical history
and medications, allergies, and the
participant’s physicians’ names.  A
photo, showing the participant’s head
and shoulders, is then taped to the
front of the completed information
sheet. The packet will also include a
yellow dot decal which should be
placed in the participant’s vehicle’s
rear windshield, which will alert first
responders that vital information can
be found in the vehicle.
   For more information on the program
and to complete an online participation
form, visit www.yellowdot.pa.gov.
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1009 Beaver Grade Road
Moon Township, PA 15108

(412) 262-3780
www.repmustio.com

1004 Fifth Ave.
Coraopolis PA 15108

(412) 264-4260

436 South Main Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

(412) 928-9514
www.pahouse.com/Deasy

319 Castle Shannon Blvd.
PIttsburgh PA 15234

(412) 571-2169

524 Pine Hollow Rd.
Kennedy Twp., PA 15136

(412) 331-1208
fontana@pasenate.com

www.senatorfontana.com



P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 S

T
U

D
IO

 T
E

N
,

A
L

L
 R

IG
H

T
S

 R
E

S
E

R
V

E
D



ROBERT MORRIS UNIVERSITY
TO HOST FREE TAX PREPARATION
   Robert Morris University, in conjunction
with Just Harvest, United Way of
Allegheny County, and Money in Your
Pocket Coalition, plans to provide the
communities of Coraopolis and Moon
Township with a free tax preparation site.
   The site will be located on RMU’s
campus in the Jefferson Center, and will be
open from January 15 through April 15,
Monday through Friday, 4 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday, 9 a.m. until noon.
   Military veterans are welcome, along with
families earning less than $40,000 per year
and individuals earning less than $20,000
per year. Appointments can be scheduled
with the United Way by dialing 211.

GIANT EAGLE SUPPORTS K-9 FUND
   Giant Eagle Market District in November
presented a check in the amount of $1,000
to Robinson Township’s commissioners
and police department to support the
adoption of a police dog for the township’s
police department.
   Chief Dale Vietmeier said a police dog
costs in the range of $15-20,000.
   The department will adopt the dog
through the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police
Canine School.

   The Montour Trail Council is in need of
volunteers to help with its annual half
marathon/5K race held each year.
   A race director, race registration director,
and marketing director are needed to help.
Involvement during the year is minimal,
with the most time needed several weeks
leading up to the event.
   To help, contact Bill Orr, (724) 695-2638, or
by e-mail, race@montourtrail.



This information is provided courtesy of Steve Fink, of Paragon Homes. Contact him at (412) 787-8807
or visit http://www.paragonhomescustombuilder.com

Learning Curves is provided as a service to advertisers of Allegheny West Magazine to share educational and/or informational knowledge with the readership. To inquire, call (724) 695-3968.

BY STEVE FINK



   Holy Trinity Catholic School in Robinson Township
is already well-known for its outstanding academic
reputation. Their students consistently score
significantly above the national average on standard
achievement tests. Recently the school bolstered an
already strong language arts program by implementing
several new initiatives that allowed students in various
grade levels to work and interact with successful well-
known authors and utilize new state of the art wireless
reading devices in the classroom.
   National best-selling children’s author, Adam Gidwitz,
author of the popular and critically-acclaimed books
“A Tale Dark and Grimm” and “In a Glass Grimmly”
came to Holy Trinity School recently to speak to the
middle school students and conduct writing workshops
for the kids.
   In his award-winning books, Mr. Gidwitz rewrites the
original Grimm stories, mixing up plotlines and inserting
a wisecracking narrator into his grisly reimagining of
the classic fairy tales. During his visit to Holy Trinity
he conducted several grade-specific writing workshops
for the students, exploring a variety of topics ranging
from beginner to advanced.
   Mr. Gidwitz says, “Generally, in talking to kids, I try to
scare the bejeezus out of them. Once you’ve scared the
bejeezus out of a child, there is a good chance he will
sit still and listen for as long you keep talking. This is
why my events typically begin with a real Grimm fairy
tale. Not the sweet, cute, boring ones with singing mice
and fairy godmothers. The real ones. After scaring the
bejeezus out of the children, I invite questions. In
answering these questions, I try talk about how the
book came about, how one becomes a writer, what a
writer’s life is like, how much money writers make, and

other questions of burning interest to young people.”
   From the excitement level and rapt attention of the
students throughout their time with Mr. Gidwitz it
was readily apparent that his teaching style works.
Several parents commented that their children talked
about his workshops and presentations for days
afterward.
   Holy Trinity also enhanced their language arts
programs this year by introducing new technology in
the classroom. The school purchased 92 Nook Simple
Touch reading devices, one for each of their middle
school students and teachers.
   Teachers and students now have an abundance of
material in numerous forms at their fingertips. The
Nooks give students the ability to highlight text, use a
dictionary, and take notes as they read. The students
will use their Nook Simple Touches in literature and
other classes. This new program will increase learning
and comprehension across the curriculum.
   The purchase of the Nook devices, along with cases,
adapters and downloaded novels, was made possible by
contributions from several donors and the H.J. Heinz
Foundation.
   Holy Trinity Catholic School is located at the
intersection of Steubenville Pike and Beaver Grade Road
in Robinson Township. They provide a quality faith-
based education for students from Preschool-8th grade.
They offer full and half-day preschool and kindergarten
programs, before and after school care and a wide range
of activities. Holy Trinity is holding an open house,
Saturday, February 9 from 12-2 p.m. for prospective
students and their families. For more information, call
(412) 787-2656 or visit the school Web site at www.holy-
trinity-school.org.

LEFT: Best-selling, critically-acclaimed author Adam Gidwitz addresses Holy Trinity students
after conducting several writing workshops for them; RIGHT: Students proudly display their
new wireless Nook reading devices.



LEFT: Fifth
graders Isabella
Kessler, Marissa
Bordas, and
Abby Messner,
sixth grader Katie
Chambers, and
fifth grader TJ
Harbaugh.

PHOTOS THIS PAGE SUBMITTED

BELOW: St. Malachy School Honor Roll students outside of Soldiers
and Sailors Memorial Hall.
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TOP: Brothers Bernie, Dennis, and David Wilke with father, Ben
Wilke, at the unveiing of the Ben Wilke Training Center.
BOTTOM: A peek inside the new diesel training center.





   The Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce announced
last month with deep sorrow the passing of its CEO and Presi-
dent, Sally Haas, unexpectedly on December 27, 2012, at the age
of 58.
   Sally started with the Chamber in March of 1998 as its member-
ship director, and became president and CEO in October of 1998.
During her time as president, the Chamber grew from 800 members
to the current 1,100 members.
   Her work touched many aspects of the airport community,
focusing not just on the business members but on other areas of
the community that affected those businesses.
   Sally teamed up with the 911th and 99th Regional Readiness
Command to develop the Honorary Commanders Association,
whose aim is to get the word out to the community-at-large about
the vital role and economic impact the military has in this region's
economy. The program partnership now includes representatives
of the 911th Airlift Wing, 171st Air Refueling Wing, 316th Sustain-
ment Command, and members of the business community at large.
Sally had been serving as the state representative for the Air
Force Civic Leaders program, and co-chaired the local committee
seeking to ensure the continuation of the 911th Airlift Wing in the
community.
   Her work has strengthened and grown the Chamber's relation-
ship with such groups as the Char-West Council of Governments,
Tri-County Area Partnership, Pittsburgh Regional Alliance,
Southwestern PA Planning Commission, and Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development. Sally was an active
proponent for economic development opportunities in the region.
   She participated with the Pittsburgh Regional Alliance on
business investment missions to Sheffield and Manchester,
England, resulting in recruitment of a company from the United
Kingdom to the United States that was located for a time in the
Chamber offices. Using the Airport Area Chamber's Enterprise
Foundation as its start-up location, Sally assisted not only that
international business, but other local entrepreneurs in their start-
up phase.
   As part of the Chamber's ongoing efforts to create global
outreach opportunities, Sally led several outreach missions to
China, with close to 200 people on the tours over the last four
years.
   To help local entrepreneurs, she became a certified Fast Trac

Instructor and served as a mentor of the entrepreneur round
table known as E.L.I.T.E., which targets support for start-up
companies. In 2008, she completed a Regionalism & Sustain-
able Development Fellowship with the Ford Foundation and
the American Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE)
association under a grant awarded by the Hillman Foundation.
   Sally did not limit her work to businesses, however, but
extended it to the community. She brought the Choices
program to the airport corridor, and the Chamber currently
offers that program in ten school districts in the Chamber
footprint. The program uses a hands-on approach to help
middle school students understand that there are long-term
effects to the choices they make now. Feedback from participat-
ing students has shown that those who were considering
dropping out have reconsidered that decision.
   Those who attended Chamber events know how informative
and enjoyable the events have been. Sally gave many hours of
planning and careful thought in order to make those events
memorable for the membership. Whether it was a breakfast
briefing with government leaders, an educational program on
marketing, the Summer Gala at Roselea Farms, or, most recently,
Jingle Fest, her mark touched everything from the decorations
to the food served to the prizes.
   Sally was selected by SBN as one of the first recipients of the
Pittsburgh Pacesetter Awards, recognizing her efforts on behalf
of transportation and growth in the Pittsburgh region. She also
served on County Executive Dan Onorato's transportation task
force, and chaired the SPC Public Participation Panel.
   Sally served as the board chair of the Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Chamber Professionals, and headed the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Chamber Executives division.
   She is survived by her husband, Allan L. Haas; her daugh-
ters, Kristen Haas and Jill Kipper; son-in-law, Knut Kipper;
brother, James Obringer, and his wife, Susan; sister, Amy
Meyers, and her husband, Edward; nephew, Tommy Meyers,
and niece, Jenna Meyers.
   Condolences are accepted at www.johnfslater.com as well as
on the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette online obituary guest book and
on the Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce official
Facebook page.



ABOVE: On December 5, Wyland Defense, LLC enjoyed their official
ribbon cutting ceremony with Chamber Ambassadors.

   On Thursday, December 6,
2012, the Pittsburgh Airport Area
Chamber of Commerce (PAACC)
hosted its annual JingleFest
event at the Embassy Suites .
   The JingleFest Table Decorat-
ing Contest winner was Concord
Hospitality, whose table theme
was Polar Express. The team
presented their theme in a
festive storytelling manner with
sound effects, costumes, and a
fully-operational train. They
presented their winnings to
Deborah Krall of the 171st Air
Refueling Wing for military
families in need.

   Deborah also accepted a donation from the PAACC’s Honorary
Commanders Association.
    JingleFest offers superb networking, a sit-down lunch, sponsor
displays, the annual table decorating contest, and the chance to
win holiday gifts.
   The table decorating contest – a highlight of JingleFest –
provides table sponsor companies the chance to showcase their
creative talents in a friendly competition that results in contest
winnings that are donated to military families in need.
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Morning Family Storytime - Mondays at
11 a.m., ongoing program, stories, songs,
rhymes, and crafts for children 6 and under.

Dance Party - Mondays at 6 p.m., all ages
welcome to dance the evening away; practice the
bunny hop, hokey pokey, chicken dance, and other
group dances!!

Evening Family Storytime - Tuesdays at
6 p.m., ongoing program, stories, songs, rhymes,
and crafts for children 6 and under.

Mother Goose and Toddler Too Storytime -
Resumes Wednesdays, 10:15-10:45 a.m.; babies
birth to age 3 with a caregiver, rhymes, songs, and
fingerplays.

Preschool Storytime - Resumes Wednesdays,
11-11:30 a.m., ages 3 to 5,  stories, songs, and
fingerplays.

Romp and Play - Thursdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., for
children under 24 months and their caregivers.
Stop in and play for as long or as little as you like
to enjoy puzzles, activity tables, and even a tunnel!

Family Fun Night - First Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.- February 7, valentine book bingo, March
7, board games.

Lego Club - Second Thursday of the month, 6:30
p.m., February 14. Children invited to bring their
own Legos or use the library’s collection. All ages
welcome!

Kid’s Club - Fourth Thursday of each month, 6:30
p.m., ages 5-9, January 24, kitchen science
experiments, February 28, games.

Baby LapSit - Fridays at 11 a.m., ongoing
program, stories, songs, and fingerplays for
babies under two (older siblings are always
welcome).

Foamie Palooza - Saturday, February 2,
11 a.m.-2 p.m., winter fun with festive February-

Sit and Knit - Wednesdays, 6 p.m., needle workers
of all skill levels are invited to join this group to
learn new techniques and improve old ones.

One-on-One Computer Sessions - For adults new
to the computer, classes offered on a one-on-one
appointment basis. Direct questions to Jill.

Cookbook Club - Monday, January 28, 6:30 p.m.,
The Big Book of Soups and Stews, by Maryana
Vollstedt. At each meeting we discuss what we
liked and disliked about the book. Members are
asked to make one recipe to share with the group.

Book Discussions - There are six monthly book
discussions sponsored by Robinson Library:

Niko’s Coffee House/Steubenville Pike - Mondays,
7 p.m., February 4th, A is for Alibi, by Sue Grafton.

Robinson Library Mystery - Second Tuesday,
2 p.m., February 12, Deadly Valentine, by Carolyn
Hart.

Morning Book Club - Third Wednesday, 10 a.m.,
February 20, The Summons, by John Grisham.

Historical Fiction - Third Thursday, 6:30 p.m.,
February 28, The Map Thief, by Heather Terrell.

Winery at Wilcox/Settlers Ridge - Second to Last
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., January 23, The Paris Wife,
by Paula McClain, February 20, Discovery of
Witches, by Deborah Harkness.

Robinson Library Fiction - Last Tuesday, 7 p.m.,
January 29, Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, by
Helen Simonson, February 26, The House I Loved,
by Tatiana de Rosnay.

“You can teach a student a lesson for a day; but if you can teach him to learn

by creating curiosity, he will continue the learning process as long as he lives.“

~ Clay P. Bedford

themed foamies! Stop in anytime to
join in the foamie fun!

Spring into Fun - Saturday, March
16, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., stop in as we
welcome spring with crafts, songs,
and stories.



COUPONS



Just $120 for a black and white business
card, and $130 for a business card in color. No contract required. Run on an “as-needed” basis. Reach all homes and and

businesses in your community each time. For more information, call (724) 695-3968.
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