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North Fayette is home, jointly with Findlay Township and Oakdale
Borough, to the largest school district, geographically, in Allegheny
County, West Allegheny School District, at 56 square miles.

RIGHT: The West Allegheny
Boys Soccer Boosters
sponsored its annual Youth
Soccer Night in September
during the varsity team’s
home game against rival
Montour High School.
Boosters provided hot dogs
and drinks for every youth,
along with face painting. The
high school boys’ varsity
team, which has since
become the first soccer team
in West Allegheny school
history to become WPIAL
champions, threw out
autographed soccer balls.
Varsity starters also initiated a
European soccer tradition
where youths walk out during
the national anthem with
players and salute. The night
was a memory in the making
as the West Allegheny Show
Choir performed the national
anthem while the young
players held the hands of
varsity team members.
   The West Allegheny High
School art department
provided artists for face painting, and Major Robert Word, ROTC for West Allegheny, had his ROTC display the
colors.
   The youth group from WAYSA played small-sided games during halftime. The goal of the event was to promote
soccer in the community and develop young players. PHOTO SUBMITTED
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Wills & Estate Planning, Real Estate Law, and Sports & Entertainment Law. He can be reached at (412) 788-9554 or brian@koeberlelaw.com.
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BY BRIAN KOEBERLE

   Most reputable home improvement contractors know that they have to
register with the Bureau of Consumer Protection in the office of the
Pennsylvania Attorney General as required by the Pennsylvania Home
Improvement Consumer Protection Act (HICPA). But many are unaware
of some of the other important requirements of HICPA.
   For instance, contractors must now include their PA registration number
in all advertisements (print, radio, Internet, or TV) and on all printed
materials. These include contracts, estimates, proposals, brochures,
pamphlets, signs, letterhead, and business cards. Any contract over $500
must be legible, in writing, and, at a minimum, must contain certain pieces
of information.
   There are also a number of voidable provisions if contained in the
contract, a complete review of which is beyond the scope of this article.
A contract that does not comply with the specific requirements of
HICPA is not valid or enforceable against the owner. However, HICPA
will not allow a consumer to be unjustly enriched by accepting services,
then voiding the contract for failure to comply with HICPA, and
subsequently refusing to pay for the services provided by the contractor.

   HICPA applies to home improvement contractors that contract for over
$5,000 and under $50 million in home improvement contracts annually. A
violation of HICPA can have serious consequences for a home improve-
ment contractor, including criminal and civil violations. A violation of
HICPA is now also a violation of the Unfair Trade Practices and Con-
sumer Protection Law (UTPCPL).
   HICPA initially came about as the result of unscrupulous home
improvement contractors preying on homeowners - particularly the
elderly - by offering home improvement services, taking payment for such
services in advance, and either not completing the services or performing
the services in an unworkmanlike fashion. However, a potentially
unintended result of HICPA has been to punish reputable contractors for
failing to have their contracts in full compliance with HICPA.
   Any home improvement contractor in the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia should meet with an attorney experienced in this area of law to review
their contracts, advertisements, and printed materials to make sure the
material is in compliance with HICPA.





 

 

ABOVE: Senator Matt Smith, PTI President Greg DeFeo, Congressman Tim
Murphy, and Allegheny County Conference on Community Development CEO
Dennis Yablonsky cut the ribbon to PTI’s new technology center.

RIGHT: PTI student Bryan
Black with Academic Chair
Dave Becker.



























SPC’S COMMUTE INFO
PROGRAM SEEKS VANPOOLERS

NEW SUPPORT GROUP
FORMING FOR AT-HOME MOMS
   The MOMS Club of Pittsburgh West hosted a
chapter kickoff event at the Shawnee Pavilion at
Settlers Ridge Cabin Park this fall.
   “With so many mothers working outside the home,
it can be extremely hard for stay-at-home mothers to
meet each other and network,” said Brandi Hugar,
founder and president of the new local group. “The
MOMS Club allows at-home mothers, including
those who have home-based businesses, or who work
part time but are home with their children during the
day, to get together in a supportive atmosphere.”
    What makes the group unique - aside from being
the only international nonprofit organization
specifically for at-home mothers - is the wide range
of activities allowed under the MOMS Club banner,
Hugar noted.
   “For example, we’re going to have monthly member
socials and meetings with interesting speakers and
topics for discussions, outings around town and
playdates for mothers and their children, a monthly
moms night out, holiday and seasonal activities and
crafts, and service projects benefiting needy children
in the community,” she explained.
   Because the MOMS Club is a support group
specifically for the mother-at-home, all meetings are
held during the day, and mothers may bring children
to anything the club does.
   “We believe that a woman shouldn’t feel isolated
just because she has children,” she continues.
   All at-home mothers and children in the Robinson,
Moon, and surrounding airport areas are welcome at
MOMS Club activities. For more information, e-mail
momsclubpghwest@gmail.com, or visit
www.momsclubpghwest.org.

   Are you or someone you know interested in
vanpooling? The Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission’s CommuteInfo program is currently
looking for riders for a vanpool that travels from the
Weirton, West Virginia area with stops at the Imperial
Park and Ride lot and the Oakland/Lawrenceville area.
Riders would arrive for work by 7:20 a.m. and leave
work by 4:40 p.m. There are other vanpool and
carpool groups for additional commuting locations
and times.
   If you want to sit back and let someone else drive,
contact CommuteInfo for more information at 1 (888)
819-6110 or visit www.commuteinfo.org.
   The SPC CommuteInfo® program is designed to
increase the number of people who travel to work or
school by transit, carpool, vanpool, or bikepool.
CommuteInfo operates the region’s carpool and
vanpool program. Over 1,200 commuters a day ride
in a CommuteInfo carpool or vanpool. The goal is for
commuters living, working, or attending school within
the 10-county SPC region (including Allegheny,
Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiana,
Lawrence, Washington, and Westmoreland counties)
to choose ridesharing at least twice a week.















1009 Beaver Grade Road. Ste. 220
Moon Township, PA 15108

(412) 262-3780
www.repmustio.com

1009 Beaver Grade Road, Ste. 230
Moon Township, PA 15108

(412) 262-2260
http://www.pasenate.com/MSmith

   Applications for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) are now being
accepted. The federally funded program offers low-income residents assistance in the form of
crisis grants as well as cash grants, sent directly to the utility company.
   Individuals earning 150 percent of the federal poverty level are eligible for assistance through
LIHEAP. That translates to $17,235 for one person, $23,265 for a family of two, $29,295 for a
family of three, $35,325 for a family of four, and $41,355 for a family of five.
   State Senator Matt Smith urges people to contact his office at (412) 262-2260 for an
application and assistance in completing it. Applications may also be submitted online at
www.compass.state.pa.us or through the county assistance office.

LIHEAP APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE FOR HEATING BILLS

Volunteers are needed to deliver meals one or two times a month to local
residents. This flexible, volunteer opportunity can provide an excellent way to help

others. If you can give a few hours a couple of days each month, please call Sue
Wise, (724) 693-0844 or Lena Cool, (724) 695-2836.









   I’m not sure he ever won the lottery, but I’m glad he stopped to
play…
   I’ll never forget working at Fast Eddie’s when I heard his voice,
“How’s it going?” he asked. His visits always made me smile, and he
always carried that warm grin on his face. His soft spoken voice could
have been recognized by almost anybody who has lived in
the community for the past 13 years – calming, welcom-
ing, peaceful Fr. Domenic Mancini.
   It’s no surprise that Father became well known and
loved by many after serving as pastor of St. Columbkille
Roman Catholic Church in Imperial for more than a
decade. Father served his people faithfully and prayerfully
until God called him home in November. And whether you
had just met him, or your relationship dated back to his
early service as St. Columbkille’s Parochial Vicar in the
90s, you were bound to be touched by a man with an
unwavering devotion to God.
   When Father was assigned as pastor of St. Columbkille
in 2000, his role was to guide his faithful parishioners closer to God –
and that is exactly what he did. He always seemed to know what to do
and what to say, and gave subtle assurance that no matter what life
handed, everything would be ok. “We have God. What more could we
want?” he would always say. In his 13 years of service at St.
Columbkille, Father saw the community through some of its saddest
and happiest of times. He was there to pray with the Kocher family
when their son Matthew was diagnosed with leukemia. He was there
to lend support when the Morrosetti’s house burnt to the ground. He

was there to celebrate life, marry couples, baptize babies, teach
parishioners, mark St. Columbkille’s 100th anniversary, and much more.
Through his involvement in the West Allegheny Ministerial Association,
he served the entire community – Catholics and non-Catholics.
   He showed such care for others of all ages. I’ll never forget the annual

high school graduation luncheon he hosted for graduates of the
parish. “Call if you need anything,” he said, sending us off
into the world. A few years later, I took Father up on his offer
and paid him that phone call. It wasn’t that I needed anything;
I was just calling my priest, my priest who had become my
friend.
   It wasn’t until early this past November that I realized how
Father had become a friend to all. After suffering over three
years from a blood disease, Father grew weak and realized
that his earthly service could no longer be fulfilled. While
delivering what would be his final homily, there wasn’t a dry
eye in the church as he told his parishioners he loved us. It hit
me: Father’s ability to reach others was truly a gift. He shared

a unique relationship with each one of us, and his illness brought him
and his people closer to God. Although Father grew weaker in body, we
all grew stronger in faith.
   Today, Father has taken on what I like to think of as a new assign-
ment: his home in heaven. It’s one that is quite different than the one he
received 13 years ago, but he will still continue to watch over us.
   Who knows if he ever won the lottery, for it truly doesn’t matter. Fr.
Domenic won our hearts, and for that, I am grateful. He will live on
through our St. Columbkille Parish family.

Remembering “Father”
BY JOCELYN GRECKO





WEST ALLEGHENY SPORTS HALL OF FAME ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS
   The West Allegheny Hall of Fame committee is accepting nominations for inductees through
January. Consideration requirements include being ten years out of high school so as to have
established a college career and advanced on to post-college success. The committee seeks to honor
extraordinary individual, team, and coach success, as well as patrons and contributors who have
brought prestige and pride to the West Allegheny School District athletic program. To date, the
committee has inducted fourteen individuals and one team. Inductees receive a plaque and the
opportunity to share the honor with friends and family and former teammates at the Hall of Fame’s
annual banquet.
   The goal of the Hall of Fame is to promote the positive role that athletics serve in the school
district. It seeks to attract alumni back to the school and promote their involvement in the area,
increase community involvement with athletics, and showcase role model attributes of honorees.
Inductees may also include athletes that attended school at North Fayette, Findlay, or Oakdale prior
to the merger of the districts in 1949.
   The Hall of Fame committee will review the nominations in February and expect to announce
inductees in March. Honorees will be honored at the third annual banquet on May 17 at the
Cornerstone at Tonidale. Banquet proceeds benefit P.A.L.S., a local organization providing recre-
ational opportunities for special needs children.
   To nominate a candidate, visit the Parks and Recreation section on the North Fayette Township
web site at www.north-fayette.com and click on P.A.L.S., or log onto the school district web site at
www.westasd.org. Nomination forms can also be acquired by e-mailing rbrozovich@north-
fayette.com, or calling (724) 693-3118.

RETIRED WA TEACHER FORMS PSU SCHOLARSHIP
   In 2012, retired West Allegheny elementary teacher
Robin Gilden pledged $50,000 to her alma mater, Penn
State University. The money has been used to set up a
scholarship in her name in PSU’s school of education.
Robin says that PSU’s Robin Gilden Scholarship in
Education is meant for those who “fall through the cracks,”
meaning those who don’t qualify for federal loans but are
still struggling to pay for their education.
   As an undergraduate, Robin attended PSU during the
turbulent 1970s, at the height of the anti-war movement.
She worked her way through college as a waitress. She
says she’d rather students have time to study than have to
work a part time job like she did. Freshmen cannot qualify
for the scholarship, since, Robin explains, freshmen are
still trying to figure out their career paths. She has set a
required 2.5 GPA.

   Robin says she’d been meaning to make the donation for years, but that the Jerry Sandusky
scandal, which broke in late November of 2011, finally formed the impetus. For Robin, characteriza-
tions of PSU as a university corrupted by its pervasive and powerful sports program aggravated her
to the point that she decided to give back.
   “The media made it sound like Penn State was just all about football,” says Robin. “That wasn’t
Penn State for me.”
   After college, Robin went on to teach grades 1-4 for 33 years at West Allegheny. She says she most
enjoyed teaching fourth graders, who to her were just on the cusp of independence. One of her
proudest moments came when some of those former fourth graders placed first in a statewide writing
assessment as eleventh graders.
   During her time at WA, Robin also worked with a pre-DARE anti-drug program at both the
elementary and high school levels.
  “PSU made me into the person I am,” she says. “It gave me my career.”

Remembering Nettie Prosser
   Last year, Allegheny West Magazine featured a story on two centenarians
who made their mark here in the community. One was Nettie Prosser, who
passed away last month. Nettie, 101, served as a Notary Public out of an
office in her home in Clinton for 60 years. She was a lifelong resident of the
community. Her kindness, generosity, and “can-do” attitude will be remem-
bered by many.







Allegheny Muscle
Therapy and Massage





Ribbon Cuttings and Celebrations

ABOVE: Left, Vital Health
Chiropractic enjoyed their
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
with Chamber Ambassadors;
Right, Deer Creek Winery in
The Mall at Robinson
celebrated its reopening with
a ribbon cutting with the
Chamber Ambassadors.



AMERICAN LEGION, LOCAL
BUSINESSES HELP DISABLED VETS
   Local businesses and their patrons helped raise
money for disabled veterans by supporting the
Buddy Poppy Campaign, run by the Ladies
Auxiliary of VFW Post 7714. Poppies are the
VFW’s official memorial flower. Through the
program, disabled veterans assemble paper versions
of the little red flowers, which are purchased
through Veterans’ Affairs. Any monies raised during
the campaign are earmarked for disabled veterans.
   Participating businesses included: Kings Family
Restaurant, Garden of Eating Pizza, Angelia’s Pizza,
The Inn Place, Marathon at Tonidale, Grab’n Go,
Essex Beer Distributor, and Downey’s House.
   The Oakdale American Legion Post 171 is also
looking for men and women to become members.
The post is seeking men to join its Sons of the
American Legion and be part of the American Legion
and the community service it performs. The post is
searching for women to start a Ladies Auxiliary.
   For information about the SAL, contact Ted
Lewandowski, adjutant, at (412) 788-0776. For the
Ladies’ Auxiliary, contact Jill Grover, commander of
the Ladies’ Auxiliary, at (412) 638-2754.
   For more information on how to help disabled
veterans by becoming involved with the Buddy
Poppy Campaign, e-mail Pamela Sloan,
mspsloan@gmail.com with “Buddy Poppy” in the
subject line.

HELP SUPPORT
NORTH FAYETTE’S NEW K-9 DOG
   North Fayette is getting its own K-9 dog soon,
Corporal Todd Heufelder of the North Fayette
Police Department has announced. Corporal
Heufelder said the dog, a German Shepherd, will
come from the Shallow Creek Kennels in
Sharpsville. The facility is certified as a master
trainer through the North American Working Dog
Association.
   By late spring 2014, Corporal Heufelder and the
dog will attend six weeks of training together before
introducing him to the community. The dog and
Corporal Heufelder will complete the rigorous
program, which will focus on obedience, narcotics
detection, tracking, building searches, evidence and
area searches, and apprehension.
   Corporal Heufelder shared several key points that
indicate why a K-9 dog is important to North
Fayette. These include building a bond with the
public, educating the public, narcotics detection,
tracking, and officer safety.
   As a startup program in the township, it is
generally not part of the annual budget. Contribu-
tions will go toward the healthcare, maintenance,
and training of the dog.
   To donate to the fund, contact Corporal Heufelder
at (412) 787-8900, or via e-mail at nfpdth@north-
fayette.com. Or, send a contribution to: North
Fayette Township K-9 Fund, 400 North Branch
Road, Oakdale, PA 15071.

This represents information that was submitted by these churches by our
deadline. For more information on the individual churches,  please refer to the

listings on page 53 under Community Connections.





Gary Klobchar, Jr. may be reached via telephone at (724) 544-2489 or by
email at gary.klobchar@milestonesfg.com. Learn more about him and his

company by visiting www.milestonesfinancialgroup.net
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   What has changed for you in 2013? Did you start a new job – or leave a
job behind? Did you retire? Did you start a family? If some notable
changes occurred in your personal or professional life, then you will want
to review your finances before this year ends and the next one begins.
   Even if your 2013 has been relatively uneventful, the end of the year is
still a good time to get cracking and see where you can plan to save some
taxes and/or build a little more wealth.
   Do you practice tax loss harvesting? That is the art of taking capital
losses (selling securities worth less than what you first paid for them) to
offset your short-term capital gains. If you fall into one of the upper tax
brackets, you might want to consider this move, which directly lowers
your taxable income. It should be made with the guidance of a financial
professional you trust.
   Could you ramp up 401(k) or 403(b) contributions? If you can do this
in November and December, that will lower your taxable income for

2013. Do it enough and you might be able to qualify for other tax credits
or breaks available to those under certain income limits.
   Should you convert all or part of a traditional IRA into a Roth IRA?
You will be withdrawing money from that traditional IRA someday ...
and those withdrawals will equal taxable income. Withdrawals from a
Roth IRA you own are never taxed during your lifetime, assuming you
follow the rules. Translation: tax savings tomorrow. Before you go Roth,
you do need to make sure you have the money to pay taxes on the
conversion amount. If you do this and change your mind, the IRS gives
you until October 15 of the year after a conversion to undo it.
   What can you do before they sing “Auld Lang Syne?” Talk with a
financial or tax professional now rather than in February or March. Little
year-end moves might help you improve your short-term and long-term
financial situation.



CLEARVIEW CELEBRATES 60th BIRTHDAY
   Clearview Federal Credit Union celebrated its sixtieth anniversary in
November. The credit union, formerly known as Allegheny Airlines
Federal Credit Union, opened on November 13, 1953 at the Washington
National Airport with just 5 members and $5,000 in assets. Today,
Clearview serves nearly 84,000 members, with reported assets valued
above $804 million.
   Employees and members celebrated with a birthday party and cupcakes
at each of its branches. Clearview also donated gift cards for 60 Thanks-
giving turkeys to the West Hills Food Pantry, while employees gathered
food items to fill 18 baskets for the pantry. Each basket contains
everything needed to prepare a Thanksgiving feast for one family.

GIRL SCOUTS EARN SILVER AWARD
   Seven West Allegheny High School freshmen have been awarded the
second highest honor given by the Girl Scouts of America, the Silver
Award, for their work at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden.
   Troop #50085 received the award at a banquet on September 27. They
were recognized for their efforts to complete projects in the woodlands
section of the park. Projects included building structures, making clay
faces that help children identify trees, building a nest, and restoring picnic
tables. Troop co-leader Gretchen Ecoff says that the projects took about
18 months to complete. During that time, the scouts worked under the
direction of garden director of development Kitty Vagley.

FROATS TO SPEAK AT PENN STATE COMMENCEMENT
   Ted L. Froats, Jr., a 2001 graduate of West Allegheny High School, has
been invited to be the commencement speaker at Penn State Beaver’s fall
graduation on December 20.
   He earned his bachelor’s degree in Corporate Communications from
Penn State, and went on to serve in the U.S. Air Force for six years. Ted
is currently the public affairs specialist in the Health and Human
Resources Department in Washington, D.C. He is pursuing his master’s
degree in Public Affairs Administration at the University of Baltimore.
   Ted and his wife, Sarah, reside in Waldorf, Maryland, with their seven-
month-old baby daughter.

TALLO NAMED TO HALL OF FAME
   Erica Tallo, a 2001 West Allegheny graduate, was inducted into the
Westminster Hall of Fame for Women’s Basketball in November. She was
a four-year letter winner and starter at Westminster from 2001-2004. The
team’s MVP in her junior year, Erica ranks fourth all-time in career
scoring, third all-time in career rebounding, first all-time in career blocked
shots, and fourth all-time in career steals.
   Erica majored in English at Westminster. She resides in Rochester,
where she is the associate membership director at Baierl Family YMCA.

ABOVE: West Allegheny High School freshmen earning their Girl Scout
Silver Award: Sai Bhatte, Katie Berg, Rachel Ecoff, Mackenzie Morgan,
Sydney Saunders, Claire Shemon, and Lindsey Watters.

IMPERIAL CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE MOVES
   Imperial Nazarene church is moving to Florence to the old Florence
Presbyterian Church. The new address is 1080 Steubenville Pike
Burgettstown, PA 15021. For more information, call (724) 947-9223.



, second
Sunday monthly, 2:30-4:30 p.m.,
King’s Restaurant, Imperial,
(724) 796-1603.

, now in its sixth season
of residency at West Allegheny
High School, Stewart Morgan
Auditorium, free admission,
December 8, 3 p.m., “That
Christmas Feeling,” March 2,
3 p.m., “Verdant Pathways,”
May 4, 3 p.m., “The Heart of
Spring,” www.whsb.org.

Andrew Carnegie Free Library and
Music Hall, February 24, Freya
Quartet (string quartet), March 31,
Ferla-Marcinizyn Guitar Duo with
contralto Daphne Alderson, April
28, Matt Murchison Mutiny (eupho-
nium, flute, piano, bass, drums),
(412) 276-3456.

every Friday, 7-9 p.m., Sharon
Community Presbyterian Church,
University Boulevard, Youth
Community Center, food, fun,
fellowship, Terry Doughty,
(724) 457-1088 or e-mail:
TGIF.ASGROUP@gmail.com.

 as presented
by the Carnegie Performing Arts
Center, for two weekends
beginning Friday, December 6,
and ending Sunday, December
15, Andrew Carnegie Music Hall,
300 Beechwood Avenue,
Carnegie. Performances at 8 p.m.
on Fridays and Saturdays and 2
p.m. on Sundays, tickets at the
door: $15 adults, $12 seniors and
children, (412) 279-8887 or
www.carnegieperformingartscenter.com.

West Allegheny High School,
6-9 p.m., West Allegheny Marching
Pride will show the movie, “Polar
Express.” Come dressed in pajamas
and slippers, and bring a blanket.
Hot chocolate, cookies, and popcorn
will be served, and Santa will make
an appearance at intermission when
parents can visit crafter/vendor
tables, $5 child, adults free with
food donation for the food pantry,
(412) 527-5771, e-mail:
angelaandericyoder@hotmail.com.

 December 7,
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Robin Hill Park,
decorative holiday centerpieces,
wreaths, and swags, holiday door
prize, proceeds benefit garden club
philanthropies, (412) 262-4719.

,
7 p.m., REA Auditorium at
Sewickley Academy, chorus,
chorus quartets, and guest quartet
The Hot Air Buffoons. Women
encouraged to join for an appear-
ance in the show singing carols,
partial proceeds benefit wig fund
at Magee Women’s Hospital,
www.soundsofpgh.org or Mary
Ann, (412) 279-6062, rehearsals
held at the Coraopolis United
Methodist Church Monday evenings,
7 p.m.

, December 14,
11 a.m., $20 lunch, programming
theme "Sounds of the Season,"
celebrate holiday season with
Lincoln Park School, reserve by
December 7, guests welcome,
Bonnie Kappert, (412) 771-7526,
or kkandcompany@msn.com.



BUSINESS CARD ADS: $120 - black and white,

$130 color. No contract required. Call (724) 695-3968. Lenora Nemetz Brings
Broadway to Carnegie’s Carnegie
Hall, 8 p.m. Veteran Broadway
performer Lenora Nemetz performs
at Andrew Carnegie Free Library &
Music Hall’s annual benefit,
reception to follow, refreshments,
orchestra tickets $125 ($90 tax
deductible), open seating $75 each
($40 tax deductible), benefits library
and music hall, (412) 276-3456, ext.
13, www.carnegie carnegie.org

9 a.m.-1 p.m., Kennedy Fire Hall,
French toast, sausage, and more,
benefits department, visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus, face painting,
fire station tours, $7 adults, $3
children 10 and under,
(412) 787-5422.

 December 15,
9 a.m.-12 p.m., Moon Area High
School cafeteria, hosted by the
Moon Area High School Marching
Band and Orchestra, $6 adults, $4
children/seniors, includes pancakes,
sausage, juice, coffee, $9 large
container of homemade cookies,
www.moonband.org.

, first Monday of
each month, January 6,
February 3, March 3, April 7 (for
exceptions check schedule), Findlay
Township Activity Center, doors
open 5:30 p.m., kitchen open
6 p.m., bingo starts 7 p.m.,
package of 12 cards and 5 specials
$25, extra cards and specials
available at door, quickies and
jackpots sold on floor, throwaway
cards used, bring a dobber.

, March
15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Findlay Town-
ship Activity Center, browse two
levels and over 60 tables without
worrying about the weather.

Findlay Township Activity Center,
Thursdays, starting January
23, 4-5:15 p.m., introduction to
preparation of a variety of easy
and delicious seasonal recipes
that will satisfy those after
school hunger pangs, $8,
payment taken at class, pre-
register at least 2 days, prior, no
walk-ins.

,
Mondays and Tuesdays,
January 6, 7, 13, 14, 27 and 28,
10:15-11:15 a.m., for children
under 4, hour of movement,
music, activities, and snack,
opportunity to meet other families,
adult must stay with child,
program is cancelled if the school
district closes due to weather,
$3, call Darlene, (724) 695-0500
x 246.

December 27,
January 3 and 10, 6:30-7:30
p.m., Findlay Township Activity
Center, exercise, stretch, and
meditate, $5, with Master Julia
Harvey of Imperial Tang Soo Do
School, (724) 695-1976.

, Tuesdays and
Thursdays except December
24, 26, and 31, 6-7 p.m., Findlay
Township Activity Center, get
healthy and lose weight with
indoor walking classes, $5, with
Donna Kuzio, kuziofjr@gmail.com,
(724) 695-0500 x 246.

, call or check
township web site for 2014
schedule at Wilson Elementary.

,
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
5 p.m., $2, BlueCross/BlueShield
members can use their cards,
Donaldson Elementary School.

, Monday
through Thursday, 6-8 p.m.,
$2, Donaldson Elementary
School.



, Thursday,
December 19, 11 a.m.,
Cornerstone at Tonidale, $5.

,
December 9 and 16, 1 p.m. $2/
game plus $2 for shoes.

, December
17 and January 28, noon,
community center, bring $1 or a
covered dish.

,
December 15, $60, includes
ticket and transportation to Heinz
Hall, bus leaves North Fayette
Township Building at 1:15 p.m.

,
December 8, 2-6 p.m., parents
can drop their children off with
Parks & Recreation and library
staff for games, arts and crafts,
fun, and a movie, while parents
Christmas shop, set up the
house, or run errands, Western
Allegheny Community Library,
$10.

, K-grade 5, starts
January 4, teaches basic skills
and provides team play, $45,
includes jersey, helmets with face
shields/shin pads required,
gloves, elbow pads, knee pads
optional but recommended.

, starts February 1,
Sundays through March,
community center, 10 a.m., sticks
provided, $35, includes jersey,
helmets/shin pads mandatory,
elbow pads/gloves recom-
mended.

,
Friday nights through
January, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,

community center gym, in
conjunction with the West
Allegheny Inline Hockey Associa-
tion, free.

, team
plays games with kids from
P.A.L.S., community center,
Fridays at 6:30 p.m.

, public sessions Fridays
7-9 p.m., Saturdays 2-4 p.m.
and 7-9 p.m., Sundays 2-4
p.m., rink available for rentals,
contact Parks & Recreation
office, public sessions $3, some
skate rentals available, goals
available for pond hockey.

, reservations start
February 1, 7 a.m., residents
only, $75 for N.F. Township Park,
$50 for Donaldson Community
Park, $50 security deposit.

, gym and community
room rentals available, call for
available hours, starts at $50 for
two hours.

,
Sunday, December 15, The
ROCK, Oakdale, 4 p.m., West
Allegheny Show Choir, 5 p.m.,
soup and sandwich dinner, free,
all welcome, followed at
6 p.m., with a Christmas play,
“Giving Christmas Away” at
Oakdale U.P. Church.
For program information, Findlay Township,
(724) 695-0500, North Fayette Township, (412)
788-4888 x 118, (724) 693-3118, Oakdale
Borough, (724) 693-9740







Pickard Brocade China
5-Piece Place Settings,

Sears XCargo
Car-Top Carrier
724.695.0051

30+ Years’
Experience

412.225.6405



   Country clubs and West Allegheny’s

McDonald’s have something in common.

Old and new friends meet for breakfast.

They enjoy coffee, laugh, and celebrate.

   To join the gathering, one just needs to

be a senior citizen to blend into the fun

and conversations. And seniors do have

simple fun.

   It started with two West Allegheny

widows, Jackie and Nancy. They met on

a Friday morning about 9 a.m., and still

do.

   They began to visit with other seniors

who were stopping in alone for coffee.

   The group has grown. The men chat

about military service and world matters.

The women practice hospitality.

   Bill T., 89, no longer drives, but he

gardens. He brought the ladies flowers,

and Bubba L. brought Bill.

   Joe S., 88, brought tomatoes and

zucchini from his garden.

   The following week, Jackie N. had

transformed the zucchini into yummy

bread that disappeared with the cups of

coffee.

   Ozzie O. will soon celebrate his 90th

birthday. Someone will bring cupcakes

and all will sing the birthday song, joined

by a McDonalds’manager.

 One thing they all agree on, Eileen

(Leopold) Kennedy is at the top of the

list for her ongoing acts of kindness,

including her role as a driver for the local

Meals on Wheels.

   It is only one hour, and by 10 a.m. the

friends are on their way. They will be

back next Friday.

   The purpose of this story is to invite

By
Erma Dodd

North Fayette Township
resident

others who are widowed and alone, or just

alone to stop by, visit, make new friends,

and receive a cup of  hospitality. A simple

call to Jackie at (724) 695-3839 is all that’s

needed.

   T'was some time before Christmas, when

all through the house, not a creature was

stirring, not even the cats.

   The family was nestled all snug in their

beds. Til 2 a.m. There arose such a noise

from Mr. Ted it awakened Mrs. Connie. She

thought, "What was the matter?" She

nudged Mr. Ted. He responded, "What?"

   They fell back to sleep for about half an

hour, then there arose such a clatter from

Mr. Ted, and then silence.

   Their world was turned upside down.

Connie cried out, awakening their son,

Stephen, home from college, and daughter,

Robyn, three days short of high school

graduation.

   Stephen dialed 9-1-1. North Fayette

Police and Northwest EMS were

dispatched.

   Under the caring, trained direction of the

911 dispatcher, Connie began CPR to save

her husband's life. No pulse, no breathing,

time stopped. The officers arrived within

minutes with their Automated External

Defibrillator and continued CPR until

paramedics arrived. More CPR, more

shocks. Heartbeat restored, but weak.

   Ted became the police officer's unforget-

table first real life-saving CPR encounter.

   While the quiet community was sleeping,

our first responders -- police and emer-

gency personnel -- were facing a life or

death situation.

   Ted had suffered sudden cardiac arrest.

His heart had stopped. He had died.

   The ambulance driver and EMS crew got

him to the hospital. He was unconscious,

ventilated, then packed in ice for 24 hours

to lower his body temperature to minimize

damage and jumpstart his vitals.

   Ted is a man of God. His cell phone

wallpaper reads, "God is Calling."

Now family and friends were calling God

persistently.

   It took two days before Ted first awoke

briefly while hospitalized for a week. Ted

does not recollect the days that followed,

while his family and friends watched and

prayed as he teetered on life or death. He

does remember once when he awoke, the

carpenter in him, “was expecting to go to

work."

   Doctors and medical staff had no

answer as to what caused Ted's heart to

stop.

   They "installed" an internal cardio

defibrillator. It will shock and restart his

heart if it stops again.

   Finally, he was able to return home, but

not to work for awhile.

   Christmas will be a wonderful holiday; a

Christmas with a new perspective.

   Quoting Ted and Connie, "Each day is a

gift."

   Remember our emergency personnel,

our police, firefighters, and EMS. They,

too, are gifts.

   Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good

night!

"Each day is a gift."
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