RIGHT: Moon Area High School students displayed a sophisticated and insightful understanding of
community and citizenship when they enthusiastically responded to a patriotic call, initiated by
Luis Trevino, President of Military Family Network™, and coordinated by Moon Area High School
Social Studies Department Chairman, Jason Ferri, to support soldiers deployed to Forward
Operating Base (FOB) Sharana for the holidays. The students, from Moon Area High School
social studies classes, rallied in the spirit of the season to write letters, and create artful banners,
decorate and adorn pillows with thoughtful expressions. They also collected personal comfort
items for the soldiers to boost morale during the Sharana Army Education Center's holiday party.
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A working oil well sits above the Marriott Pittsburgh
Airport on the border of Moon and Findlay townships.
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The holidays have passed once again, and another new year is upon us.
We are all most likely making our resolutions and setting our goals for the
year.
Here at Allegheny West Magazine, we’re taking a moment to look back
on the year and review what we accomplished, both as a publication and
as a business.
What did we do well? Where did we fall short? What can we do better?
Looking at ourselves during 2012 helps us to set new goals for 2013. We
are always open to suggestions for improvement, story ideas, and more.
From our first issue in 1999 until now, in 2013, our goal has always been
to be a community connector, a liaison to share good news, information,
and announcements that are important to you.
That goal will remain unchanged in 2013 as we maintain our mission statement, “Allegheny West
Magazine is an all positive, good news publication mailed free into the homes and businesses to
connect communities, promote people, heighten awareness about the richness of the airport region,
and build pride in the western suburbs of Allegheny County.”
Our goals in 2012 included increasing our social media presence by adding more postings on our
Facebook page, and communicating more regularly with our advertisers and local businesses
through an e-mail newsletter program called Constant Contact. Consider “liking” our Facebook
page so you, too, can get updates in between magazine issues.
We hope we are doing our job to serve you well. And, we hope to continue that effort through
2013.
Happy New Year!
Pat Jennette, Publisher & Editor

8QFRYHULQJWKH
+LVWRU\RI2LOLQ2XU7RZQV
A little over a hundred years ago, our region just west of Pittsburgh was a
major source of oil production; one of the largest in the world, in fact. For
the past few months, we've been running a series of articles on this little
known facet of our local history, by focusing on the role each of the areas
our magazine covers played in that oil boom. For the West Allegheny
version, we looked at how oil built an entire town. For the Montour edition,
we examined the role the geology underlying Robinson Township played. For this final installment
in our Moon edition, we looked at what happened to oil production in the township in the years
following.
If you're curious, you can read the other two versions in our archives on our Web site. It's a series
that seemed appropriate given our recent natural gas boom, which has some economic and sociological parallels, and even shares some geologic commonalities. This most recent boom adds yet
another chapter to an already long and rather complicated history of cultivating natural resources in
a region that will likely see this industry operating here well into the future.

Doug Hughey, Assistant Editor
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OUR

As with every issue, your community businesses are the reason for the publication of Allegheny West Magazine. Please support these businesses.
Their support allows us to mail this magazine, free, into the households of Crescent and Moon as a community service.

$OO 6WDWH ,QVXUDQFH-HII 0\HUV S  
&DURXVHO .HQQHO S   ZZZFDURXVHONHQQHOFRP
&KRLFH &KLURSUDFWLF S   ZZZFKRLFHFKLURSUDFWLFQHW
&OHDUYLHZ)HGHUDO&UHGLW8QLRQLQVENFRY ZZZFOHDUYLHZIFXRUJ
&RYHQDQW )DPLO\ &KXUFK S   ZZZFRYIDPFKXUFKRUJ
''6 :HE 'HVLJQ S   ZZZGGVZHEGHVLJQFRP
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)LWQHVV IRU /LIH S   ZZZPNILWQHVVOLIHFRP
+HULWDJH 9DOOH\ +HDOWK 6\VWHP LQV IU FRY 
   ZZZKHULWDJHYDOOH\RUJ
,PSHULDO7D[ $FFWJSZZZLPSHULDOWD[DQGDFFRXQWLQJFRP
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7KRPDV6WXGLRRI3HUI$UWVSZZZWKRPDVGDQFHFRP
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:LOORZV 7KH S   ZZZLQWHJUDFDUHFRP

127(: :H OLVW HDFK DGYHUWLVHU¶V :HE VLWH KHUH WRR ZKHUH DYDLODEOH WR SURYLGH DFFHVV WR DGGLWLRQDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW
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:HVWHUQ3$.LGQH\
6XSSRUW*URXS meets
Sundays, 2:30-4:30 p.m.,
King’s Restaurant, Imperial,
(724) 796-1603.

-DQXDU\

&DUQHJLH3HUIRUPLQJ
$UWV&HQWHU$XGLWLRQV
IRUWKHEDOOHW6QRZ
:KLWH, Carnegie Performing
Arts Center, 150 East Main
Street, Carnegie, ages 5-12
invited to audition at 1 p.m.,
ages 13 and up are invited to
audition at 2 p.m., rehearsals
Saturday afternoons, (412) 2798887 or visit www.carnegie
performingartscenter.com.

-DQXDU\ 

6RXQGVRI3LWWVEXUJK
&KRUXV encourages women
of all ages who like to sing to
come at 7 p.m., Coraopolis
United Methodist Church, 1205
Ridge Avenue, Coraopolis, to
sing four-part a cappella
harmony, barbershop style. Any
woman, with or without vocal
training, and with average
singing ability, will find a part
that suits her range. Members of
Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus
share the love of music and the

excitement of performing for
audiences throughout the
community. Women from the
greater Pittsburgh area, Ohio, and
West Virginia are members.
Guests are also welcome to visit
any Monday of any month.
The Sounds of Pittsburgh chorus
offers its talent for private,
company, and civic events, and
also supports local charities. Visit
www.soundsofpgh.org, call Mary
Ann, (412) 279-6062 or e-mail:
membership@soundsofpgh.org.

-DQXDU\

1RUWK+LOOVDQG0RRQ
)DFH2IIWR)LJKW%UHDVW
&DQFHULQ3,+/2XWGRRU
&KDULW\+RFNH\6HULHV,
when the Moon Tigers and North
Hills Indians varsity ice hockey
clubs rekindle their rivalry at 8:30
p.m. at North Park Ice Rink to
benefit the Susan G. Komen for
the Cure foundation for breast
cancer awareness and research.
This year’s game is a re-match
from last year’s Outdoor Charity
Series, which Moon won. It is
also the finale of a high school
hockey double-header, which
begins with Quaker Valley taking
on Kittanning at 6:30 p.m. to
benefit the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation. Between
games, the ice will be divided in

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\
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&DUQHJLH3HUIRUPLQJ
$UWV&HQWHU$XGLWLRQVIRU
&LQGHUHOOD, Carnegie
thirds for six development teams
from the North Hills, Moon,
Kittanning, and Quaker Valley
areas to participate in a 15-minute
exhibition game. Pre-sale: $5,
game night: $7; ticket and official
game t-shirt combination - presale: $15, game night: $20,
(412) 889-9132, (412) 913-1975.

Performing Arts Center, 150 East
Main Street in Carnegie, ages 512 invited to audition at 10 a.m.
and ages 13 and up invited to
audition at 11 a.m. Rehearsals
Saturday mornings. Call (412)
279-8887 or visit www.carnegie
performingartscenter.com.

&RPLQJ8SDW
WKH:HVW+LOOV6\PSKRQ\
The West Hills Symphonic Band is a 70-member, pro/am ensemble
providing quality music for 45 years and offering opportunities for
younger players to sit side by side with seasoned professionals and
share their passion for playing and performing.
Coming up: “Awakening!” 3 p.m. Sunday, March 24, West
Allegheny High School. Spring arrives to the sounds of some of the
world’s great overtures, marches, and Broadway favorites; “Best of
the American Songbook III” at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 18, location TBA.
Pianist/Arranger Kevin Clark returns with a medley of tunes by
American music legend Cole Porter.
The WHSB is a nonprofit, non-salaried organization, dependent upon
donations from individuals and businesses in order to continue
providing free concerts. To be a recognized patron, call Music Director
Clem Rolin, (412) 788-4713 or visit www.whsb.org.

PHOTO BY
CHRISTOPHER ROLINSON
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Register online at: www.dcnr.state.pa.us/Calendar
Email: paadams@pa.gov or (724) 899-3611

Introduction to Winter Camping, Thursday, January 24, 7-9 p.m. Learn the
basics for cold weather camping while enjoying the winter season. Covers
clothing, camping equipment, and safety. Participation required for a
weekend campout in the park on February 9 and 10. Meet at Wildflower
Reserve Interpretive Center on Route 30. Free.
Art Club of Raccoon Creek, Sunday, January 27, 2-5 p.m., February 24, 2-5
p.m. Beginner to skilled artists can practice their artistic talents while
enjoying the outdoors at Raccoon Creek State Park. Any medium welcome.
January’s theme is winter landscapes and will feature a beginner’s course
for all ages on drawing winter landscapes. Meets last Sunday of each
month at Wildflower Reserve Interpretive Center on Route 30. Individuals
and families welcome. Small groups call ahead. Free.
The Oaks, Saturday, February 2, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Learn the history and
identification of the oak species and how to preserve and process acorns
into flour and a variety of recipes. Register by January 25. $10.
Hiking Club of Raccoon Creek, Saturday, February 16 and March 9,
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Explore the natural wonders and historic places within
Raccoon Creek State Park. Hike begins at park office on Route 18. Ranges
between four to five miles over moderate terrain. Dress appropriately and
bring water, snacks, lunch, and rain or snow gear if needed. Snowshoes
provided when needed. Free.
Snowshoeing and XC-Skiing, Raccoon Creek will announce last-minute
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing events on its website and Facebook
page as weather permits. Night programs possible. For more information,
contact the park. Free.
Maple Sugaring Workshop, Saturday, March 2, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Workshop
covering the collection of maple sap, boiling process, grades of syrup, and
the processing of syrup into candies and sugar. Low-cost evaporation
methods will be covered. Includes pancake dinner sampling whole grain
pancakes, baked goods, and toppings. Register by February 22. $20.
Nature Journaling, Saturday, March 9, 1-4 p.m. Join park volunteer and
naturalist Betsy Bangley for a program on nature journaling. Record
observations, sketch in nature, and write poetry. Ideal for beginners.
Materials provided. Dress warm for nature walks and bring a mug for hot
drinks. Register by March 1. Free.
Bake Your Own Wheat Bread, Monday, March 18, 6-9 p.m. Park volunteer
and naturalist Betsy Bangley leads you through the process of mixing,
raising, and baking bread. Sample bread right out of the oven, and make
fresh dough to take home and bake.-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP
Register by March 8. $5.

0RRQ3DUNV 5HFUHDWLRQ
Karate

(Adults and Children Ages 6+)
Mondays and Wednesdays, ongoing through May, 6 p.m. (Beginners),
7 p.m. (Advanced), Moon High School wrestling room, $45/month for
Moon residents; registration is always open.
Pilates (Adults & Teens 15+)
Wednesday, January 23-February 27, March 6-April 10, April 17-May
22 (May 22 class will meet at Robin Hill), May 29-July 3, 10-11 a.m.,
Robin Hill (December-April sessions meet at Moon Township building),
$45 Moon residents, $50 non-residents per six-week session,
Instructor: Judy Elias
Beginner Zumba (Adults and Teens 13+)
Mondays, February 18-March 25; April 8-May 13; May 20-July 1 (No
class May 27), 6-7 p.m., Moon High School fitness room, $45 Moon
residents, $50 non-residents, per six-week session, Instructor:
Catherine Hollien
Kardio Hip Hop (Adults and Teens 15+)
Wednesdays, January 9-February 13, February 20-April 3 (no class
March 27), April 10-May 22 (no class April 17); 6-7 p.m., Rhema
Christian School, 1301 Coraopolis Heights Road, $8 drop-in fee;
discount for full six-week session: $40 Moon residents, $45 nonresidents.
Totally Toned (Adults & Teens 15+)
Mondays, February 18-March 25, April 8-May 13, May 20-July 1 (no
class May 27), 7:15-8:15 p.m., Moon High School fitness room, $45
Moon residents, $50 non-residents, per six-week session, Instructor:
Karla Tobias
Senior Workout with Linda Francis
Wednesdays, May 22-June 26, 9:30-10:30 a.m., Moon Township
municipal building auditorium, $21 Moon residents, $25 non-residents,
per six-week session, Instructor: Linda Francis

Yoga Basics (Ages 15+)
Tuesdays, Feb 5-26, March 5-26, 7:45-8:45 p.m., Robin Hill Center,
$40 Moon residents, $45 non-residents per four-week session,
Instructor: Jen Stratakis
Zumba Fitness (Adults and Teens 13+),
Tuesdays, February 19-March 26, April 9-May 14, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
Robin Hill Center, $45 residents, $50 non-residents per six-week
session, $15 discount available, call for details, Instructor: Marci King;
Thursdays, February 14-March 21, April 4-May 9, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
Moon Township municipal building auditorium, $45 Moon residents,
$50 non-residents per six-week session, $15 discount available, call
for details, Instructor: Christie Covelli

Kid’s Zumba (Ages 8-12)
Mondays, February 18-March 25, 5-6 p.m., Moon High School fitness
room, $45 Moon residents, $50 non-residents, per six-week class,
Instructor: Paola Sanchez

Carnegie Natural History Museum Series
Insects, Dinosaurs, Biodiversity, and Arctic Life
(Ages 4-6), Tuesdays, February 5-26 (4 weeks), 4-4:45 p.m., $60
Moon residents, $65 non-residents, Robin Hill Center
Mesozoic, Fossils, Biodiversity, and Arctic Life
(Ages 7-10), Tuesdays, February 5-26 (4 weeks), 5-5:45 p.m., $60
Moon residents, $65 non-residents, Robin Hill Center

MCA-TV has released a new episode of
“The Doctor Is In” and the premiere of
MCA-TV’s newest production, “SHINE.”
MCA-TV’s award-winning show, “The
Doctor Is In” features Moon Township
resident and producer, Dr. Marc
Schneiderman, and his co-host, Dr. Robert
Skovira of Robert Morris University. This one-hour show
spotlights interviews with Dr. Robert Nitzberg, cardiologist, of
Heritage Valley Cardiology Group on congestive heart failure;
Dr. Atac Turkay, rheumatologist, of Heritage Valley on
polymyalgia rheumatic; and Dr. Donal Warde, cardiologist, of
Allegheny General on atrial fibrillation and his special recipe
for treating the common cold. The episode concludes with
an interview with Dr. Robert Skovira on end-of-life issues.
Tune in to the new episode of “The Doctor Is In” on Fridays at
11 a.m., 4 p.m., and 9 p.m.
MCA-TV announces their newest production, “SHINE.”
“SHINE” is produced by Moon Township resident Frank
Magnotta featuring hosts Carra Wheat and Maureen
Messersmith. “SHINE” stands for: Sharing, Helping, Inspiring, Nurturing, Encouraging.
“SHINE” features Wheat and Messersmith explaining how
clipping and saving everyday coupons can be used to help
subsidize the food bank and soldiers overseas. Tune in at
9 a.m., 1 p.m., and 7 p.m. on Mondays.
Tune in to “The Doctor Is In” and “SHINE” on Comcast
channel 14 and Verizon FiOs channel 35 in Moon Township,
Coraopolis Borough, Crescent Township, Findlay Township,
North Fayette Township, and Neville Township.

Video Game Design (Ages 9-13)
Thursdays, January 10-February 14 (6 weeks), 6:30-8 p.m., Robin Hill
Center, $110 Moon residents, $120 non-residents, Instructor: Hi-Tech
Learning

Driver’s Education: Kennedy School of Driving
Tuesdays and Thursdays, February 19-March 21, 6-9 p.m., Moon
Township municipal building, registration fee: $25 Moon residents, $30
non-residents, course fee, $350

SPLASH ART CLASSES:
Splash – Water/Mixed Media Art Classes
(Adults 18+), Thursdays, January 17-March 7 (8 weeks), April 4-May
23, Robin Hill Center
Splash Some More (Advanced/Returning Students)
10 a.m.-12 p.m., designed for returning or new students with some
previous experience in water media, Robin Hill Center
JUMP in with a Splash (Beginners)
1-3 p.m., $74 Moon residents, $79 non-residents, *fee does not
include supplies, Robin Hill Center

Register for any of the listed programs by calling the Moon Park office at (412) 262-1703 or
by e-mail: info@moonparks.org. Online registration open for select programs, visit our
Web site for more information.

Volunteer opportunities are available for all ages and abilities at Moon Park! If you
are interested in volunteering at any of our special events like the Bunny Trail,
Father’s Day Fun Fair, 4th of July Celebration, or Family Fun Nights, please contact
the Moon Parks office at (412) 262-1703 or e-mail info@moonparks.org.
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\
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At their November regular public meeting, the
Moon Township Board of Supervisors and Moon
Parks and Recreation officials unveiled the road sign
to rename “Moon Park Access Road” to “Joe
DeNardo Way” in honor of dedicated township
resident and local celebrity, Joe DeNardo.
Joe served on the first Parks Advisory Board in
1963. He not only had a hand in the start of Moon
Park’s annual Independence Day Celebration, but
also took care of the fireworks with his buddies,
“Joe’s Bombers.”
On behalf of the township, he negotiated the
purchase of the property which is known as Moon
Park. He was also a vital part in negotiating the deal
which culminated in Moon Township receiving the
Nimick family estate. That estate is now known as
Robin Hill Park.
LEFT TO RIGHT: Vice Chairman, Andrew Gribben; Chairman, Marvin Eicher; Joe DeNardo; Supervisor John Hertzer;
and Supervisor Jim Vitale. Not available for the photo was
Supervisor Frank Sinatra. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MOON TOWNSHIP
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As the publishing industry continues to go
digital, Moon Township Public Library is taking
advantage of new technologies that allow patrons
to use this innovative new format. Starting in 2013,
the library will be receiving Playaway systems, allin-one audio book digital listening devices that
come preloaded with a book or audio program.
The player is small enough to fit in the palm of
your hand and utilizes a universal jack that is
compatible with headphones. No cassettes, CD's,
or downloading required. Just press play and

enjoy!
Moon Library patrons can now also take advantage of a digital service allowing them to read
more than 300 magazine titles online. The database service, Zinio, is being offered to all Allegheny County libraries, allowing users to browse the
latest editions of their favorite magazines. Titles
offered by Zinio include Forbes, Consumer
Reports, Good Housekeeping, Newsweek,
Seventeen, Rolling Stone, Us Weekly, Cosmopolitan, and others.

ADULT ACTIVITIES

TEEN ACTIVITIES

Winter Reading Club

Welcome to The Luna Libre

Ongoing, through March 1. Take a break from the winter
winds and cozy up to a great new book with the Winter
Reading Club. Pick up a book log at the information desk and
get started reading. For every four books you read over the
next two months, you are entered into a drawing for dinner
and a movie on us! Teens in grades 6-12 are welcome to
participate as well.

Tuesday, January 22, 6 p.m. Fans of paranormal fiction
and fantasy are welcome to join us for a night spent at
the Luna Libre celebrating some of the newest titles in
print and in film. We’ll watch previews for the upcoming
movie adaptations of great young adult books like
Beautiful Creatures (home of the actual Luna Libre) and
The Mortal Instruments: City of Bone, along with some
book trailers of future releases. We’ll eat, discuss, watch,
and even make a cool new t-shirt. Bring a solid-colored
shirt with you. Open to grades 6-12. Please register
beforehand.

Crafting Community
Tuesday, January 22, 6:30 p.m.

Coming Soon:
Sherlock: Book and TV Discussion Group

Tween Club After Hours:
Winter Wonderland

6LJQ8SWR5HFHLYH2XU2QOLQH1HZVOHWWHU

Friday, January 18, 6 p.m.

:RXOG\RXOLNHWRUHFHLYHOLEUDU\QHZVULJKWWR\RXUHPDLO
LQER["6LPSO\VLJQXSRQWKHKRPHSDJHRIRXU:HEVLWH

Write This Second for Teens
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RQ WKH KRPH SDJH RI WKH OLEUDU\·V :HE VLWH WR
VFUROO WKURXJK WKH ODWHVW ERRN VHOHFWLRQV

Wednesday, January 30, 6:30 p.m.

CHILDREN ACTIVITIES
Scooby Dooby Doo Party
Thursday, January 31, 6:30 p.m.

BOOK FUN
%22.&/8%6*$/25(
$OODJHVDUHLQYLWHGWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQRQHRIWKH0$1<ERRNFOXEVIRUDOODJHVDWWKHOLEUDU\9LVLWWKHOLEUDU\:HEVLWHWROHDUQ
DERXWWKHPRUMXVWVWRSE\WKHOLEUDU\·VFLUFXODWLRQGHVNDQGDVN
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MOON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
RECEIVES INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD
In November, Dr. Donna Milanovich, Moon Area School
District superintendent, was awarded the 2012 Instructional
Leadership Award by the Pennsylvania Association of School
Administrators. The award honors those demonstrating a
commitment to excellence in teaching and learning by
developing, nurturing, and
supporting exemplary programs
that support the academic
achievement of particular
student populations, enrich
student learning in a particular
content area, or implement
strategies to enhance student
learning across the curriculum.
Dr. Milanovich has served as
Moon Area School District’s
superintendent since 2004. She
previously served in a variety
of administrative roles at the
Baldwin-Whitehall and Bethel Park School Districts. She holds
a doctorate in Administrative and Policy Studies from the
University of Pittsburgh, a master’s degree in Guidance and
Counseling, and a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education.
A few of Dr. Milanovich’s many accomplishments include
leading the Moon Area School District’s efforts in establishing
full-day kindergarten, enhancing middle level education,
differentiating instruction, and leading a $65 million high school
renovation project. In recent years, Dr. Milanovich received
honors including Junior Achievement Educator of the Year, the
Pennsylvania Patriot Award, the Pennsylvania Education Policy
Fellow, and the PSBA Schools of Excellence in Technology
Award.
ROBERT MORRIS UNIVERSITY
TO HOST FREE TAX PREPARATION SITE
Robert Morris University, in conjunction with Just Harvest,
The United Way of Allegheny County, and The Money in Your
Pocket Coalition, plans to provide the communities of
Coraopolis and Moon Township with a free tax preparation site.
The site will be located on RMU’s campus in the Jefferson
Center, and will be open from January 15 through April 15,
Monday through Friday, 4 to 9 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. until
noon.
Military veterans are welcome, along with families earning less
than $40,000 per year and individuals earning less than $20,000
per year. Appointments can be scheduled with the United Way
by dialing 211.
I DON’T WANT THAT MUCH FOR CHRISTMAS . . .
West Hills Nursing and Rehabilitation resident Patrick Brough,
opposite page, top, didn’t ask for much for Christmas this year.
All he wanted was lunch at Long John Silver’s and a Steelers
sweatshirt to root for his favorite team. Presents for Patients, an
organization that seeks to match patients at long-term care
facilities with gifts, was more than willing to oblige. Thanks to
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\

them, and some kind
folks at Long John
Silver’s in Robinson
Township, Patrick got
what he asked for last
month, and along with
it, some Christmas
cheer.

ABOVE: Patrick Brough, center, meets the
Pirate Parrot during his holiday lunch at
Long John Silver’s.

WEST PENN HOSPITAL RECEIVES
HIGHEST NURSING CREDENTIAL ONCE AGAIN
The Western Pennsylvania Hospital has attained Magnet®
recognition for the second time as part of the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s (ANCC) Magnet Recognition Program®.
Magnet recognition is the highest national credential for nursing
excellence. With this designation, West Penn Hospital once again
retains its place among the best of the best as part of the Magnet
community - a select group of 395 healthcare organizations out of
nearly 6,000 in the U.S. It is also the first hospital in the
Pittsburgh region to earn the designation after earning its first in
2006.
Magnet recognition has become the gold standard for nursing
excellence and is taken into consideration when the public judges
healthcare organizations. In fact, U.S. News & World Report’s
annual showcase of “America’s Best Hospitals” includes Magnet
recognition in its ranking criteria for quality of inpatient care.
ST. CLAIR HOSPITAL
AWARDED AN “A” FOR PATIENT SAFETY
St. Clair Hospital is being honored with an “A” Hospital Safety
Score by The Leapfrog Group, an independent national nonprofit
run by employers and other large purchasers of health benefits.
The A score was awarded in the latest update to the Hospital
Safety ScoreSM, the A, B, C, D, or F scores assigned to U.S.

hospitals based on preventable medical errors, injuries accidents,
and infections. The Hospital Safety Score was compiled under the
guidance of the nation’s leading experts on patient safety and is
designed to give the public information they can use to protect
themselves and their families.
“St. Clair Hospital takes great pride in providing our patients and
their families with the highest level of quality and patient safety,”
said Holly M. Hampe, D.Sc., RN, BSN, MHA, MRM, vicepresident and chief quality officer, St. Clair Hospital. “It is through
the commitment of the hospital and medical staff, as well as our
board of directors, that we are able to achieve outstanding
outcomes.”
AREA ATHLETE COMMITS
TO BOWLING GREEN FOR VOLLEYBALL
Amanda Schiavo has committed to play volleyball at Bowling
Green State University beginning in the 2013 season. She is the
daughter of John Schiavo and Scott and Andrea Anstis.
A 5-foot-7 defensive specialist/libero, Amanda spent her high
school career at both West Allegheny and Moon Area High
Schools, earning three varsity letters. She was also selected as
one of 24 athletes to participate in the 2012 USVA Indoor High
Performance Women’s Junior National Training Team, signifying
the highest level of national-pipeline programming for the age
group. Amanda also took part in the 2009 and 2011 USVA High
Performance Camp and was part of the Keystone Region Volleyball
Association (KRVA) Youth Team in both 2010 and 2011.
She was named a 2012 AVCA
Under Armour High School AllAmerican Honorable Mention
and was selected for the Terrific
21 All-Star Game, composed of
the best players in the Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic
Athletic League (WPIAL).
Academically, Amanda has been
named to both the high honor
roll and highest honor roll and
plans to study journalism at
BGSU.
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Moon Area School
District held a dedication
ceremony and open
house for the new Moon
Area Middle School
(MAMS) on Saturday,
November 17, 2012.
The dedication
ceremony included the
presentation of the new
building to the district
from Eckles Architecture
& Engineering, Inc.; a
proclamation from U.S.
Congressman Timothy
Murphy’s office,
appearances from
Senator Matt Smith and
Representative Mark
Mustio; a ribbon cutting with the Moon Area Board of
Education, administration, and student representatives
from each building in the district up to grade eight; the
presentation of the flag by Boy Scout Troop 905, which
included many MAMS students; musical performances
by the MAMS band and chorus; and much more.
The ceremony was immediately followed by a public
open house, which featured performances by band,
chorus, orchestra, and other middle school groups
throughout the building. MAMS staff was on hand from
each department to showcase their areas. Art and
display cases were filled, and a variety of refreshments
were available in the new cafeteria, allowing parents
and guests the opportunity to try some of the delicious
food that is available for students.
Thank you to everyone who attended this memorable
event for the district.

TOP: Entrance to the new Moon Area Middle School.
BOTTOM: Eckles Architecture & Engineering’s Robert Naugle
presents the building to School Board President Sandra
McCurdy.
RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM: Dedication programs on display,
Superintendent Dr. Donna Milanovich addresses the guests
during ceremonies, Boy Scout Troop 905 presents the flags,
Middle School Principal Melissa Heasley thanks attendees.
PHOTOS THIS PAGE BY DAVID DESIGNER PORTRAITS
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TOP, LEFT: A student from each elementary building
and the middle school in grades K-8 participated in
the official ribbon cutting for MAMS. They included:
Bon Meade kindergartner Jacob Hass, Brooks firstgrader Lucca DiDomenico, Hyde second-grader
Mitchell Werkmeister, Allard third-grader Esmeralda
Martinez, McCormick fourth-grader Holly
Marchionda, Middle School fifth-grader Vilija
Burnelius, sixth-grader Riley Graham, seventhgrader Max Keppel, and eighth-grader Grace
Johnston.
TOP, RIGHT: A student poses in front of the ice
sculpture in the cafeteria.
CENTER: Musicians from the Moon Area Middle
School chorus, band, and orchestra performed.
ABOVE: Moon Area Middle School dedication ceremony participants included Moon Area school board members, administration,
contractors, and public officials. From left to right: board member Jerry Testa, board member Gia Tatone, board president Sandra
McCurdy, board member Jeffrey Bussard, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Cynthia Zurchin, Middle School Principal Melissa Heasley,
Middle School Assistant Principal Megan Kirchner, Superintendent Dr. Donna Milanovich, board member Laura Schisler, board
vice president Ronald Steele, board member A. Michael Olszewski, Senator Matthew Smith, and Representative Mark Mustio.

ABOVE: Guests could find teachers demonstrating lessons, refreshments, and artwork all throughout the building.
PHOTOS THIS PAGE BY DAVID DESIGNER PORTRAITS
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Moon Area School District (MASD) students
performed well on the Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment (PSSA) tests for the 2011-2012
school year. Overall as a district, MASD made
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), and five out of
seven buildings made AYP.
Allard, Brooks, McCormick, and the high school
had increased scores when compared to the
previous year. Students scoring at proficient or
advanced levels are determined to be on grade-level,
while those scoring basic or below basic are viewed
as not on grade-level.
“I am pleased to learn that we achieved AYP
status as a district and that the majority of our
students are performing significantly above
benchmarks,” said Dr. Donna K. Milanovich,
Superintendent of Schools.
This year MASD will utilize similar strategies to

help students once again excel on the PSSA tests.
“We will target our efforts to students who are not
performing at proficiency levels in math and reading.
We intend to focus on these students’ individual
needs in order to close the achievement gap,” said
Dr. Milanovich.
PSSA tests are given annually to students in
grades 3-8 as well as grade 11 each spring to
evaluate all public schools in Pennsylvania as
required by No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The tests
measure student achievement in the areas of
reading, mathematics, science, and writing. Each
year schools are evaluated by their ability to meet
AYP, which serves as the minimum target level of
improvement each school must meet. Factors such
as participation, attendance, and graduation also
factor into AYP results.
For more information, visit www.pde.state.pa.us.

2011-2012
PSSA Math Results

2011-2012
PSSA Reading Results

2011-2012
PSSA Science Results

2011-2012
PSSA Writing Results

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\
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ABOVE: Members of the Class of 2012 attend graduation ceremonies.

Of the 273 graduates in the class of 2012,
approximately 90% planned to further their education
at colleges, universities, and technical schools.
Moon Area High School students exceeded their
state peers in all aspects of the 2012 College Board
SAT exam. On the standardized test, students
1. Vidisha Sharma – University of Pittsburgh
2. Savanna Starko – Washington & Jefferson
3. Matthew Elchik – Carnegie Mellon University
4. Tyler Willson – College of William & Mary
5. Sarah Henderson – Lafayette College
6. Alyssa Zolkiewicz – University of Pittsburgh
7. Jenna Murray – Ohio State University
8. Owen Larsen – Queens University
9. Danielle Selzer – Bucknell University
10. Mario Palarino – Pennsylvania State University

averaged a reading portion score of 517 over the
state average of 491. Math scores were 522, topping
the 501 state average, and a 507 average writing
score put Moon Area High School students well
above the state average score of 480 points.

ABOVE: Vidisha Sharma, Savanna Starko, and Matthew Elchik.

1HZ &RXUVHV DQG  6$7 $YHUDJH 6FRUHV
MASD added these new courses in 2011-2012:
High School: Digital Imaging 3, College in the
H.S.–Financial Accounting, Survey of British
Literature,Comprehensive Musicianship 1 & 2,
Television Studio & Media Production, and Mandarin
Chinese 2.

Middle School: Research-based reading
intervention program titled Language! was
implemented. The Computers and Business
Education curriculum was also updated at all grade
levels.
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Expenditures - $62,356,449
Revenues - $59,738,029
MASD school directors approved a 2012-13 final
budget totaling $62,356,449 that contained no
property tax increase, while continuing to provide
quality educational programs for students.
Real estate tax bills in MASD stayed the same
as school directors opted to not levy a .42-mill tax
increase. MASD’s millage rate remained at 21.30
mills.
This budget funds, for the first time, a full-day
kindergarten program for MASD students and
allowed for the transfer of fifth grade students to
the new middle school for the 2012-2013 school
year.
For taxpayers owning a median-value $132,100
MASD home, a property tax bill held at $2,813.73.
Each MASD mill is estimated to be worth
$1,813,600. To view the district budget, please visit
www.moonarea.net.

1HLJKERULQJ6FKRRO'LVWULFWV
0LOODJH&RPSDULVRQ
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High School students Jenna Murray, Vaughan
Sulkava, Julia Michelbrink, Val Snaman, Taylor
Kowalewski, and Dana Murray won first place in
Challenge One of the Fairchild Challenge, which was
to create a performance inspired by the theme
“Healthy Eating, Healthy Planet.”

High School DECA marketing students Lindsay
Ottaviani, Stefani Montelone, Matt McCready,
and Zack Rich, below, placed first in the Quiz Bowl
at the DECA International Career Development
Conference.

Middle School students Eddie Reynolds, Morgan
Backstrom, C.J. Cappuccio, and the Eagles
team, above, raised 725 books to donate to the
Salvation Army book drive.

High School student Valerie Snaman received the
World Affairs Council’s prestigious Donald E. Farr
Award for her outstanding interest in international
affairs and understanding of world issues.
High School students won honors at the Civics Fair.
Ashley Hall received first place for her entry
focused on the history of women’s suffrage, which
was compiled into a short documentary. Allison
Murphy won third place for her entry on the
importance of student involvement in politics.

High School student Elizabeth Michalenko won
second place for her science project at the
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science Region 7
competition.
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High school student Savanna Starko was a finalist
in the 2012 National Achievement Scholarship
Program. Jeffrey Romano, Vidisha Sharma, and
Stephen Schriver were named Commended
Students in the 2012 National Merit Scholarship
Program.

The Pittsburgh Foundation awarded Hyde and
McCormick Elementary Schools for their efforts to
stop bullying. Hyde received $2,000, and McCormick
$500.

Middle School student Brittany Coulter was
selected as a winner for the Fall Poetry Contest
through the web site, poeticpower.com. Her winning
poem was published in a poem anthology book.
RMU held the inaugural Battle for the Books, which
provides over 10,000 local youths with the
opportunity to raise money for their school’s library.
Hyde Elementary won first place and $1,000, and
Allard Elementary secured second place and $500
for their schools’ libraries.

Above, High School students Jake Paule, Chad
Limbruner, and Steven Brown’s film, “A Day in the
Life: The Apple User,” won first place in the
documentary category at the Antelope Film Festival.
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New district staff in 2011-2012 included High
School Assistant Principal Ashley Porter, Bon
Meade Elementary art teacher Marian Day, and
elementary and high school mathematics
teacher Katy Smith. Athletics also welcomed a
new head football coach, Mark Washington, to lead
the Tigers.
The Society for Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh
awarded District teachers Elaine Mitchell, Kristy
Pindilli, Lauren Ruffing, Emily Antoline, Stacy
Marquis, and Frank Todd with a science equipment
grant totaling $3,600 to use on fifth grade science
equipment and supplies.
The high school hosted an Arts & Humanities career
symposium for several local high schools. The
keynote speaker was Channel 4’s Andrew
Stockey, left, with professionals from the MLB, Art
Institute, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, WQED, the
University of Pittsburgh, and many other local
organizations.

The spring musical, "Guys & Dolls," came to the
high school stage March 15-18, 2012. Performers,
left, included Zach Houston as Nicely-Nicely,
Forrest Salamida as Sky Masterson, Matt
Keefer as Rusty Charlie, Natalie Plakosh as
Sarah Brown, Nate Copeland as Arvide, Sam
Stucky as Nathan Detroit, Maggie Denniston as
General Matilda Cartwright, and Lizzie Marince
as Miss Adelaide. Both the fall play and spring
musical were directed by Laura Mitchell.

Right, the high school Drama Club presented their
annual fall play, "A Christmas Carol," on November
10-13, 2011. Stars included Eric Lewis as
Scrooge, Jamie Greene as Bob Cratchit, Josh
Karl as Fred, Luke Wittmayer as the Ghost of
Christmas Past, Corey Everly as the Ghost of
Christmas Present, Jenna Murray as the Ghost of
Christmas Future, and Jake Hunziker as Tiny Tim.
Annual shows include efforts of a variety of
ensembles, dancers, musicians, stage, craft, light,
sound, and make-up crews.

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\

High School Winter Color Guard concluded its
2012 competition season in first place out of six
guards in their classification.
Grammy Award-winning jazz vocalist Kim Nazarian
performed with students at the Music In Our Schools
Month concert. The choir had over 300 students in
grades 4 and 5 from all five elementary schools.
High School Marching Band concluded its 2011
competition season and was named the
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Marching Band
Association Class 4A Champions for the second
consecutive year, below.

The paintings of Isabella Mollica and Dominic
Lupinacci, above, are framed and on permanent
display at Brooks and McCormick hallways,
respectively. Isabella’s painting, “Winter Birch Trees,”
and Dominic’s painting, “Winter Cardinals,” were voted
on as the winners by faculty and staff from a wide
variety of artwork (15-20 pieces from grade levels 1-5,
nominated by art teacher Steve Izzo).

176
&+,(9(0(17
6
7$
7$&
1'$57$
086,&$1'$5

High School Pit Orchestra took home a Gene
Kelly award for “Best Orchestra” for “Guys & Dolls.”

The Allegheny Intermediate Unit had an open art show
in March. One piece from each level (elementary,
middle, and high school) was selected: Patrick
Schipani for middle school; Bon Meade’s Christian
Connors for elementary; and Samy Hough for the high
school.
Above, seven high school students qualified for the
PMEA All-State Festivals: Nate Copeland, Zack
Houston, Hayden Keefer, Forrest Salamida,
Sam Stucky, Adam Sniezek, and Danielle Muise.

High school student Jacque Dillon was chosen as a
finalist in the 32nd Annual College & High School
Photography Contest from the Photographer’s Forum
magazine, sponsored by Nikon.

High School Symphonic Band participated in the
PMEA State Music Performance Assessment and
scored a Superior I rating, the highest band rating.
(Symphonic Band’s sixth consecutive Superior
rating).
Brooks, Allard, and Hyde choirs sang at the
Pirates game; McCormick’s choir sang at the
Washington Wild Things game.
Chamber Ensemble, right, participated in a choir
invitational at Pine Richland High School.
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· Girls Gymnastics, below, secured a WPIAL
Championship and were the PA Classic Champions.

· Girls Track secured a Section Championship and
competed in the WPIAL playoffs.
· Boys Tennis advanced in the WPIAL playoffs.
· Dance Team won Grand Champions in Dance in
the Pennsylvania Cheerleading/Dance
Championships.
MAHS student Koby Uhrig was voted Western PA’s
“Most Positive High School Athlete” in the sport of
ice hockey by Positive Athlete, an organization
created by former Pittsburgh Steeler Hines Ward.

· Boys Cross Country secured a Section
championship and competed in the WPIAL playoffs.
· Girls Soccer advanced to the WPIAL playoffs.
· Boys Track, below, competed in the WPIAL
playoffs.

Moon Area High School was selected by WPXI as
the overall Spirit Award contest winner for the 201112 school year, and received a check for $1,000.
High School students Dan Dellovade, Nicole
Moorman, Mackenzie Reese, and Sarah Ross
signed Letters of Intent to continue their academic/
athletic careers at colleges/universities on
scholarship.

&RQVWUXFWLRQ
Moon Area School District’s secondary schools
construction project continued into the 2011-2012
school year. With the Moon Area High School
complete, crews spent the year renovating the
empty old high school into the new Moon Area
Middle School for students in grades 5-8.
Also, for the first time, a two-way campus roadway

flanked with sidewalks named “Tiger Trail” linked two
of Moon Township’s major roadways – University
Boulevard and Beaver Grade Road.
The next and final phase of the construction
includes demolishing the old Moon Area Middle
School, and completing all site work including
landscaping and parking lots.

Moon Area School District
8353 University Boulevard, Moon Township, PA 15108
www.moonarea.net 412-264-9440
Follow Moon Area School District on Facebook and Twitter!
Facebook/com/MoonareaSD and Twitter.com/MoonareaSD
Sign up for E-Tiger News Email Blasts!
www.moonarea.net/184/signup-for-e-tiger-news-e-mail-service
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\
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Liven up the snow days with THIS awesome
idea we found on the Internet -- colorful ICE
CASTLES! Show up the neighbors this
season with your yard creations.
Fill buckets or containers with water and
food coloring. Let them freeze outside
overnight or in your freezer if you have room.
Dump them out and let the kids BUILD ice
castles with beautifully colored ICE
SHAPES!
More Fun:
Freeze snow GEMS in ice cube trays and
have the kids SEARCH for them in the snow
a’la a “snow treasure hunt!”
These WILL leak color, so be careful of
clothing, etc.
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<RXU6FKRROV
5KHPD&KULVWLDQ6FKRRO

5KHPD&KULVWLDQ6FKRRO&RUDRSROLV+HLJKWV5RDGLQ0RRQ
7RZQVKLSDQQRXQFHVLWVRSHQKRXVHVFKHGXOHIRUWKHVFKRRO\HDU
6DWXUGD\)HEUXDU\DPSP7XHVGD\0DUFK
SP6DWXUGD\$SULODPSP7XHVGD\0D\
SP
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQYLVLWKWWSZZZUKHPDFKULVWLDQVFKRRORUJRUFDOO
 

3DUNZD\:HVW&7&
$XWR7HFKQRORJ\&DUO\QWRQ
JUDGXDWH.LUNODQG3KLOOLSVQRZ
DWWHQGV5RVHGDOH7HFKQLFDO
,QVWLWXWH7KHDUWLFXODWLRQ
DJUHHPHQWVHWXSEHWZHHQ3DUNZD\
:HVW&7&DQG57,VDYHGKLPPRUH
WKDQLQKLVSRVWVHFRQGDU\
HGXFDWLRQ%HQ0DUWLQ57,
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVDLGWKDWEHFDXVH
.LUNODQGKDVD*3$DQGSHUIHFW
DWWHQGDQFHKHUHFHLYHGWKH$&(
DQG,QVWUXFWRU·V&KRLFH$ZDUGV
KLJKKRQRUVWRDFKLHYHDW
5RVHGDOHHVSHFLDOO\DVDQHZ
VWXGHQW
,QDGGLWLRQWRDWWHQGLQJ5RVHGDOH
7HFK.LUNODQGZRUNVDVDORW
DWWHQGDQWDW:HVW+LOOV1LVVDQ+HZDVUHFHQWO\WROGE\KLVVHUYLFH
PDQDJHUWKDWDIWHUWKHVWDUWRIWKHQHZ\HDUKHZLOOEHSURPRWHGWRZRUN
RQWKHLUIORRUGRLQJJHQHUDOPDLQWHQDQFHRQYHKLFOHV
.LUNODQGVDLG´,DPUHDOO\JODG,ZHQWWRWKH$XWR7HFKQRORJ\SURJUDP
DW3DUNZD\,IHHOOLNH,KDYHDQDGYDQWDJHFRPLQJIURP0U.DQLD VFODVVµ
4XLFN,QGXVWU\)DFWVIURPWKH%XUHDXRI/DERU6WDWLVWLFVRQ$XWRPRWLYH
6HUYLFH7HFKQLFLDQV0HGLDQ3D\LVSHU\HDURUDERXW
SHUKRXU-RE2XWORRNIURPLV
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3LWWVEXUJK 7HFKQLFDO ,QVWLWXWH
3LWWVEXUJK7HFKQLFDO,QVWLWXWH 37, DQQRXQFHGDSSURYDOIURPWKH
3HQQV\OYDQLD'HSDUWPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQWRRIIHUDQHZSURJUDPLQ
:HOGLQJ7HFKQRORJ\7KHPRQWKFHUWLILFDWHSURJUDPGHOLYHUVD
YDULHW\RIZHOGLQJWHFKQLTXHVDQGFHUWLILFDWLRQSUHSDUDWLRQ&ODVVHV
EHJLQ2FWREHU
7KHFDUHHUIRFXVHGSURJUDPPHHWVDQLQFUHDVLQJHPSOR\PHQWGHPDQG
IRUVNLOOHGZHOGHUVLQLQGXVWULDODQGFRPPHUFLDOZHOGLQJDQGSDUWLFX
ODUO\ZHOGLQJLQWKHRLODQGJDVLQGXVWU\
´37,·VZHOGLQJSURJUDPUHVSRQGVGLUHFWO\WRHPSOR\PHQWWUHQGVLQWKH
UHJLRQDQGDULVLQJQHHGIRUVNLOOHGZHOGHUVLQPDQ\LQGXVWULHVµVDLG
37,3UHVLGHQW*UHJ'H)HR´37,KDVEHHQDQLPSRUWDQWSDUWRI
3LWWVEXUJK·VLQGXVWULDOKLVWRU\IRUQHDUO\\HDUV7KHZHOGLQJSURJUDP
DGYDQFHVRXUDELOLW\WRVXSSO\ORFDOLQGXVWU\ZLWKJUDGXDWHVZKRDUH
UHDG\WRZRUNµ
:HOGLQJ7HFKQRORJ\LQFOXGHVVWXGLHVUHODWHGWRFRPPHUFLDODQG
LQGXVWULDOFRQFHSWVDQGWHFKQRORJLHVDQGSUHSDUHVVWXGHQWVIRUD
YDULHW\RISRVLWLRQVUDQJLQJIURP$UFZHOGHU0,*ZHOGHUDQG7,*ZHOGHU
WROD\RXWILWWHUIDEULFDWRUSLSHZHOGHUEUD]HUDQGVWUXFWXUDOZHOGHU7KH
SURJUDPDOVRLQFOXGHVSLSHZHOGLQJDQGRWKHUFRXUVHVWRWUDLQVWXGHQWV
IRUFDUHHUVLQWKHRLODQGJDVLQGXVWU\
*UDGXDWHVRI37,·VZHOGLQJSURJUDPFDQVLWIRUWZRFHUWLILFDWLRQVWKH
$PHULFDQ:HOGLQJ6RFLHW\ $:6 FHUWLILFDWLRQDQGWKH6(16(3ODWHV
FHUWLILFDWLRQ
6WXGHQWVLQWKH:HOGLQJ7HFKQRORJ\SURJUDPOHDUQLQKDQGVRQODEV
XVLQJHTXLSPHQWWKDWWHDFKHV$UF0,*7,*DQGVWLFNZHOGLQJ,WVED\
ZHOGLQJODEZLOOFRQVLVWRIVWDWHRIWKHLQGXVWU\ZHOGLQJHTXLSPHQW
&XUULFXOXPGHYHORSHGZLWKWKHFRQWULEXWLRQVRIILHOGH[SHUWVSUHSDUHV
JUDGXDWHVWRZRUNDVTXDOLILHGZHOGLQJSURIHVVLRQDOVLQGLYHUVH
LQGXVWULHVLQFOXGLQJRLODQGJDV0DUFHOOXV6KDOHHQHUJ\H[SORUDWLRQ
FRQVWUXFWLRQPLQLQJDUFKLWHFWXUHFRPPHUFLDOPDFKLQHU\UHSDLUDQG
PDLQWHQDQFHPRWRUYHKLFOHERG\DQGWUDLOHUPDQXIDFWXULQJDQG
IDEULFDWHGPHWDOSURGXFWPDQXIDFWXULQJ7KH37,:HOGLQJ7HFKQRORJ\
SURJUDPFRQVLVWVRIFRXUVHVRYHUIRXUTXDUWHUV

BY STEVE FINK

2SHQ+RXVH6FKHGXOH$QQRXQFHG

1HZ &RQVWUXFWLRQ 7KLQJV WR &RQVLGHU ZKHQ 0DNLQJ D 0RYH
%X\LQJDKRPHLVDELJGHFLVLRQDQGWKHPRUH\RXNQRZDERXW\RXU
RSWLRQVWKHPRUHHQMR\DEOH\RXUH[SHULHQFHLVOLNHO\WREH:KHQ\RX
FKRRVHWREXLOGPDNHVXUHWRWDNHWKHWLPHWRVHOHFWDEXLOGHUWKDW\RXWUXVW
DQGLVDJRRGILWZLWK\RXUQHHGV
0DQ\SHRSOHPLVWDNHQO\WKLQNWKDWFXVWRPEXLOGLQJFDQEHDQDJJUDYD
WLRQ7KHWUXWKLVLI\RXZRUNZLWKWKHULJKWEXLOGHUWKH\FDQPDNHWKH
SURFHVVRIEXLOGLQJ\RXUGUHDPKRPHVLPSOHDQGHQMR\DEOH$JRRG
FXVWRPEXLOGHUVKRXOGDOORZ\RXWKHWUXHIOH[LELOLW\WRSLFNWKHIL[WXUHVDQG
VHOHFWLRQV\RXOLNHIURPVHYHUDODUHDVKRZURRPVLQDZHOOWKRXJKWRXW
PDQQHUWKDWPDNHVLWHDV\RQ\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\$QRWKHUFRPPRQ
PLVFRQFHSWLRQLVWKDWFXVWRPEXLOGLQJLVJHQHUDOO\PRUHH[SHQVLYHWKDQ
SURGXFWLRQEXLOGHUV0DQ\EX\HUVILQGWKDWDIWHUWKH\ILQDOO\JHWWKHSULFHRI
DSURGXFWLRQKRPHZLWKDOOWKHRSWLRQVWKDWWKH\QHHGWKH\FRXOGDFWXDOO\
EHOHVVH[SHQVLYHZLWKDFXVWRPEXLOGHUZKRLQFOXGHVPDQ\RIWKRVH
RSWLRQVIURPWKHVWDUW
7DNHWKHWLPHWRH[SORUHQHZFRQVWUXFWLRQDQGVHHLIEXLOGLQJ\RXUQH[W
KRPHPDNHVVHQVHIRU\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\,W¶VDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRKDYH
H[DFWO\ZKDW\RXZDQWLQ\RXUKRPHDWDQDIIRUGDEOHSULFHRQDKRPHVLWH
WKDW\RXFKRRVH<RXZDQWWRVHOHFWDSURIHVVLRQDOEXLOGHUWKDWNHHSVWKH
SURFHVVVLPSOHKDVRSHQOLQHVRIFRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGLVWKHUHIRU\RXIURP
WKHLQLWLDOSODQQLQJVWDJHVWKURXJKPRYHLQGD\
&RQVLGHUWKHVHVWHSVZKHQEXLOGLQJDFXVWRPKRPH
7DONZLWKDEXLOGHUEHIRUH\RXKDYHDORWRUFRPPXQLW\LQPLQG<RXU
EXLOGHUVKRXOGEHDEOHWRKHOSILQGRUVHOHFWWKHSHUIHFWKRPHVLWH,I\RX

DOUHDG\RZQODQGEULQJLQWKHSORWSODQIRU\RXUORWDR\RXUEXLOGHUFDQVKRZ
\RXKRZ\RXUKRXVHZLOODSSHDURQLW
)LQGH[DPSOHVRIOD\RXWVRUIHDWXUHVWKDW\RXOLNHDQGZRUNZLWK\RXU
EXLOGHUWRKDYH\RXUKRPHFXVWRPGHVLJQHGWRILWSHUIHFWO\RQ\RXUKRPHVLWH
DQGIRU\RXUOLIH
$VNDURXQG7DNHWKHWLPHWRWDONZLWKQHLJKERUVLQFRPPXQLWLHVZKHUH\RXU
SURVSHFWLYHEXLOGHULVEXLOGLQJ$VNIRUPHUFXVWRPHUVZKDWWKH\OLNHGRUGLGQ¶W
OLNHDERXWWKHEXLOGHU
0LGGOH 6WDWHV $FFUHGLWDWLRQ
6HOHFWDEXLOGHUWKDW\RXIHHOFRPIRUWDEOHZLWKZKRKDVWKHWLPHWRGHGLFDWH
WR\RXUKRPHDQGWKHVWUHQJWKWRVWDQGEHKLQGLWLQWKH\HDUVWRFRPH
'HFLGHRQFXVWRPGHVLJQHGIHDWXUHVWKDW\RXZDQWLQ\RXUKRPHDQGWKDW
ZRUNIRU\RXUOLIHVW\OH
$SSO\IRUILQDQFLQJ<RXUEXLOGHUVKRXOGDOORZ\RXWKHIOH[LELOLW\RIFKRRVLQJ
WKHOHQGHUIRU\RXUKRPHDQGVKRXOGEHDEOHWRUHFRPPHQGOHQGHUVLQWKH
DUHDWKDWVSHFLDOL]HLQQHZFRQVWUXFWLRQ
)LQDOL]HVHOHFWLRQVRIIORRUFRYHULQJVNLWFKHQGHVLJQOLJKWIL[WXUHVDQGRWKHU
IHDWXUHV0RVWEXLOGHUVZLOODOORZ\RXWRFKRRVHVRPHVHOHFWLRQVIURPDPRQJ
WKHLUPRVWSRSXODURUWRJRWRYDULRXVVKRZURRPVDQGPDNHLW\RXUV
5HOD[DQGHQMR\WKHSURFHVVNQRZLQJWKDW\RXUFXVWRPEXLOGHULVWDNLQJ
FDUHRIDOOWKHGHWDLOV
7KHELJJHVWWKLQJLVWKDWEXLOGLQJDQHZKRPHVKRXOGEHIXQDQGLWFDQEH
ZLWKWKHULJKWEXLOGHU$IWHUDOOLWLVWKHELJJHVWLQYHVWPHQWPRVWRIXVZLOOHYHU
PDNHDQGLQWKHULJKWKDQGVWKHSURFHVVRIEXLOGLQJDQGHQMR\LQJ\RXUQHZ
KRPHFDQEHWKHWLPHRI\RXUOLIH

This information is provided courtesy of Steve Fink, of Paragon Homes. Contact him at (412) 787-8807
or visit http://www.paragonhomescustombuilder.com

Learning Curves is provided as a service to advertisers of Allegheny West Magazine to share educational and/or informational knowledge with the readership. To inquire, call (724) 695-3968.
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5HPHPEHULQJ &KDPEHU 3UHVLGHQW&(2 6DOO\ +DDV
The Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce announced
last month with deep sorrow the passing of its CEO and President, Sally Haas, unexpectedly on December 27, 2012, at the age
of 58.
Sally started with the Chamber in March of 1998 as its membership director, and became president and CEO in October of 1998.
During her time as president, the Chamber grew from 800 members
to the current 1,100 members.
Her work touched many aspects of the airport community,
focusing not just on the business members but on other areas of
the community that affected those businesses.
Sally teamed up with the 911th and 99th Regional Readiness
Command to develop the Honorary Commanders Association,
whose aim is to get the word out to the community-at-large about
the vital role and economic impact the military has in this region's
economy. The program partnership now includes representatives
of the 911th Airlift Wing, 171st Air Refueling Wing, 316th Sustainment Command, and members of the business community at large.
Sally had been serving as the state representative for the Air
Force Civic Leaders program, and co-chaired the local committee
seeking to ensure the continuation of the 911th Airlift Wing in the
community.
Her work has strengthened and grown the Chamber's relationship with such groups as the Char-West Council of Governments,
Tri-County Area Partnership, Pittsburgh Regional Alliance,
Southwestern PA Planning Commission, and Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development. Sally was an active
proponent for economic development opportunities in the region.
She participated with the Pittsburgh Regional Alliance on
business investment missions to Sheffield and Manchester,
England, resulting in recruitment of a company from the United
Kingdom to the United States that was located for a time in the
Chamber offices. Using the Airport Area Chamber's Enterprise
Foundation as its start-up location, Sally assisted not only that
international business, but other local entrepreneurs in their startup phase.
As part of the Chamber's ongoing efforts to create global
outreach opportunities, Sally led several outreach missions to
China, with close to 200 people on the tours over the last four
years.
To help local entrepreneurs, she became a certified Fast Trac
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\

Instructor and served as a mentor of the entrepreneur round
table known as E.L.I.T.E., which targets support for start-up
companies. In 2008, she completed a Regionalism & Sustainable Development Fellowship with the Ford Foundation and
the American Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE)
association under a grant awarded by the Hillman Foundation.
Sally did not limit her work to businesses, however, but
extended it to the community. She brought the Choices
program to the airport corridor, and the Chamber currently
offers that program in ten school districts in the Chamber
footprint. The program uses a hands-on approach to help
middle school students understand that there are long-term
effects to the choices they make now. Feedback from participating students has shown that those who were considering
dropping out have reconsidered that decision.
Those who attended Chamber events know how informative
and enjoyable the events have been. Sally gave many hours of
planning and careful thought in order to make those events
memorable for the membership. Whether it was a breakfast
briefing with government leaders, an educational program on
marketing, the Summer Gala at Roselea Farms, or, most recently,
Jingle Fest, her mark touched everything from the decorations
to the food served to the prizes.
Sally was selected by SBN as one of the first recipients of the
Pittsburgh Pacesetter Awards, recognizing her efforts on behalf
of transportation and growth in the Pittsburgh region. She also
served on County Executive Dan Onorato's transportation task
force, and chaired the SPC Public Participation Panel.
Sally served as the board chair of the Pennsylvania Association of Chamber Professionals, and headed the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Chamber Executives division.
She is survived by her husband, Allan L. Haas; her daughters, Kristen Haas and Jill Kipper; son-in-law, Knut Kipper;
brother, James Obringer, and his wife, Susan; sister, Amy
Meyers, and her husband, Edward; nephew, Tommy Meyers,
and niece, Jenna Meyers.
Condolences are accepted at www.johnfslater.com as well as
on the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette online obituary guest book and
on the Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce official
Facebook page.
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-LQJOHIHVWD6XFFHVV
On Thursday, December 6,
2012, the Pittsburgh Airport Area
Chamber of Commerce (PAACC)
hosted its annual JingleFest
event at the Embassy Suites .
The JingleFest Table Decorating Contest winner was Concord
Hospitality, whose table theme
was Polar Express. The team
presented their theme in a
festive storytelling manner with
sound effects, costumes, and a
fully-operational train. They
presented their winnings to
Deborah Krall of the 171st Air
Refueling Wing for military
families in need.

6HUYLQJ7KHVH$UHDV

ABOVE: On December 5, Wyland Defense, LLC enjoyed their official
ribbon cutting ceremony with Chamber Ambassadors.

Deborah also accepted a donation from the PAACC’s
Honorary Commanders Association.
JingleFest offers superb networking, a sit-down lunch,
sponsor displays, the annual table decorating contest, and the
chance to win holiday gifts.
The table decorating contest – a highlight of JingleFest –
provides table sponsor companies the chance to showcase
their creative talents in a friendly competition that results in
contest winnings that are donated to military families in need.

$OLTXLSSD$PEULGJH&DUQHJLH&OLQWRQ&ROOLHU
&RUDRSROLV&UDIWRQ&UHVFHQW(GJHZRUWK
)LQGOD\*OHQILHOG*UHHQWUHH+D\VYLOOH
+HLGHOEHUJ+RSHZHOO,QJUDP.HQQHG\
/HHWVGDOH0F'RQDOG0F.HHV5RFNV0RRQ
7RZQVKLS1HYLOOH,VODQG1RUWK)D\HWWH
2DNGDOH2VERUQH3HQQVEXU\9LOODJH
5RELQVRQ5RVVO\Q)DUPV6HZLFNOH\6WRZH
DQG7KRUQEXUJ

&KDPEHU2IILFHUV
'HDQ+DVWLQJV&KDLU
%HUQDGHWWH3X]]XROH,PPHGLDWH3DVW&KDLU
-LP*LOO7UHDVXUHU
-LP6WHLJHUZDOGVW9LFH&KDLU
:DUUHQ%\HUV9LFH&KDLU
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7DPP\/\QQ±)LQDQFLQJ
6XVDQ+RYDQHF±0EUVKS6YFV
$PDQGD*UHJJ±0EUVKS6YFV
.HOO\%XUJRV±&RPPXQLFDWLRQV6SHFLDOLVW
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For the past four years, the U.S. has
experienced a boom in natural gas production,
thanks in part to advancements in techniques
allowing drillers to burrow sideways through
relatively narrow layers of rock thousands of
feet below the surface. Coupled with a process
known as hydraulic fracturing, which employs
massive amounts of pressurized sand, water,
and chemicals to break apart rock layers,
drillers have recovered copious quantities of
natural gas; so much now that usage at power
plants is beginning to rival that of coal. As rising
natural gas reserves have depressed methane
prices, however, drillers have increasingly been
focusing on areas like southwestern
Pennsylvania, where shale deposits contain
larger ratios of valuable pentanes with prices
tied to oil. Currently, natural gas derivatives
recovered from the Marcellus Shale in the
region are being processed both into fuels and
consumer products from plastics to tires.
Over a hundred years ago, oil speculators
descending on this same area were similarly in
search of the raw building blocks for consumer
products, at that time being demanded by
markets arising from the industrial revolution. A
decade before the advent of the Model T, when a
byproduct of petroleum distillation known as
gasoline was often dumped in rivers, most of the
oil produced in Pennsylvania was being sold as
kerosene to markets as far away as Europe and
Russia. Packed with hydrogen-heavy paraffins,
and low in impurities, Pennsylvania crude was
suited to a range of products, and from it
companies produced everything from bubblegum
to machine lubricants. Some Pennsylvania-based
motor oil companies still deal in high-paraffin
crude produced from century-old wells like those
operating across the region today.
By the time oil wells were sunk across parts of
Robinson and Moon townships in the late 1880s,
a feverish oil boom had already swept across
western Pennsylvania. At least one Pennsylvania
State Geologist was warning that the state’s
reserves had become tenuous, fueling a new
breed of muckraking journalists in New York
who decried the nation’s growing dependence on
a limited natural resource controlled by a
consolidated sphere of wealth. It was a
characterization, formulated largely around the
monopolizing operations of John D.
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil in western
Pennsylvania, that persists to this day.
When oil was first discovered in parts of
Robinson Township in 1888, it set off a shortlived boom that spread across Moon Township
and Crafton. Gushers discovered just a few
miles further south set records still standing in

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH-DQXDU\)HEUXDU\

the Appalachian Basin today. By 1891, drillers were
producing from an area stretching from Venice to
Neville Island, and producing 12 million barrels of
oil in a 12-month period. Pennsylvania’s annual
production swelled to an all-time high of 31.4
million barrels, only to taper off dramatically
towards the turn of the century.
As the flow of oil from one of the last great fields
in Pennsylvania history slowed to a trickle, oil
interests set their sites westward. Over the next
century, production in the region increasingly fell
from large companies to small-time producers,
some of whom are still operating those same wells
today.

John Kennedy remembers the farms that used
to sit where Pittsburgh International Airport
does today and the affluent families who
occupied the mansions across town from
where his father built homes for coal miners.
He remembers the neighborhood kids jumping
the fence to an exclusive swimming hole in the
hollow off Thorn Run Road near where the
Crowne Plaza now sits, and the chicken coops
that provided vital sustenance to a
neighborhood living under a cloud of smoke
from a smoldering coal mine.
Today, John’s old neighborhood sits a
stone’s throw from Pittsburgh International
Airport. His childhood home is long gone,
demolished in the 1960s under eminent domain
to make way for the airport expansion. Gone,
too, are those farms, including a sprawling,
1,100-acre experimental dairy farm once
operated by millionaire National Dairy founder
Edward E. Rieck. A number of oil wells once
operated on that farm, as did hundreds across
Crafton, Coraopolis, and Moon. John
remembers kids tapping into their holding
tanks and filling up their cars that could run on
crude oil. He remembers listening to
roughnecks talk about the days when
nitroglycerine was hauled in from Pittsburgh
on wagons to stimulate wells, but sometimes
exploded enroute. He has a picture someone
gave him of one that did, and the crater it
created, somewhere. For a time, John worked
on some area oil wells himself, after retiring in
the 1970s, for one of the last remaining oil
producers in the area.
Like many of his childhood neighbors, John’s
livelihood was one that centered around
industries created by the area’s natural
resources. He worked for 14 years at Neville

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER ROLINSON
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ABOVE AND LEFT: You see them in unexpected places, and in some cases, they sit alongside the road as you drive by them. They’re
oil wells, and they represent remnants of a time in western Pennsylvania history when the oil boom defined how some of this area
secured its place in history due to the economic boom the oil wells brought. Many of the local wells still put out oil, and are owned by
individuals who tap their reserves regularly. These photos around the airport area communities were taken by photographer Christopher Rolinson, a photography professor at Point Park University and owner of StartPoint Media. Can you identify where they are?
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Chemical, helping offload petroleum byproducts that Neville
converted into resins used in a range of building materials and
consumer products.
The company, according to its website, got its start processing
waste from coke ovens feeding the wartime steel industry. It was
an area where numerous petroleum refineries once processed
crude oil recovered from a region hemmed in by the Ohio River.
Coraopolis was once home to a number of these companies, and
a population that exploded in concert with the late 1880s oil
boom.
By the time John retired from Neville Chemical in the 1970s, a
handful of small companies and individuals were still producing
oil in the region. One he started working for in Moon named
Kenny Hanks had himself worked for an oil company named
South Penn for about ten years. Once operating under the
umbrella of Standard Oil, South Penn had spun off into its own
entity under anti-trust legislation, and after boosting production
for a time by injecting gas into its wells in the area in 1920s, had
sold off their last remaining ones in 1949.
About 15 or so local interests purchased those wells, which in
the booming postwar years were increasingly being encroached
upon by a developing landscape. Part of John’s job was to move

some of the century-old lines running to Kenny’s wells to
make way for roads and continuing development, or extract
them altogether and construct holding tanks. He dismantled
rigs for some producers, who let him keep parts as a form of
payment. A wheel from one such rig currently sits in his front
yard, which he painted red. He has it displayed as a leftover
from an industry that, even by that time, had become obscure.
He remembers, for instance, one day how he was excavating a
line in a field behind where K-Mart sits today off Beaver Grade
Road, and a police officer stopping to ask what he was doing.
When John told him that an oil well was in the area, he didn’t
believe him.
John says that Kenny eventually sold his wells to a former
engineer named Jim Meyers, who not only took over those
wells but tried drilling his own, to no avail. A hole drilled near
an existing, producing well he’d acquired turned out to be dry;
a costly mistake considering not only the price of drilling, but
also of removing the thousands of feet of casing.
Increasing development and environmental regulations
spelled the death knell for many area wells. Some became
inaccessible when the adjacent property was sold. Others
were bought and plugged by developers, or rendered
profitless when Pennsylvania passed its Oil and Gas Code in
1985. The Code outlawed a rather common practice of
dumping potentially toxic saltwater brine produced with oil
into streams and rivers. It also required producers to remove
thousands of feet of casing to plug a well. As a result, some
were simply abandoned.
For 95-year-old Moon resident Harris Wachter, who grew up
drilling oil and gas wells with his father, the developing
landscape created an opportunity to profit using his drilling
experience. Harris grew up in Ingomar, helping his father build
drill rigs, lay pipelines, and cut down trees for rig foundations,
all by hand.
“It was a rough old racket,” he said.
The elder Wachter started drilling wells in the early part of
the century, much with the use of just one leg. The other he
lost when it got caught in a giant, eight-foot bull wheel; the
kind used by early oil and gas drillers to lift and plunge a 16inch bit into the earth. Far from the oil fields underlying
Robinson and Moon townships, most of what Harris’ father
recovered was natural gas, which at one time he sold to about
220 households from 20 wells.
After serving in World War II, Harris was hired back and
then summarily laid off by Neville Island-based barge builder,
Dravo. Looking for work, he began applying oil production
techniques to drilling water wells for new homes across Moon
and adjacent areas in the 1950s.
“My whole life I spent either working or trying to make a
job,” said Harris.
There’s one well still out there, Harris said, that reminds of
the old-time ones he used to build. It sits down by the
Marriott off the Parkway, pictured above left, propped on the
side of an embankment. It’s owned by Ray Langer, whose
father worked a number of wells in the area, just like his father
before him. Well over a century old, it still pumps a half dozen
barrels of crude per week.
“That’s why he built it,” said Harris, referring to the derrick.
“He wants to show people how it was done.”
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Just $120 for a black and white business card, and $130 for a business card in color. No contract required. Run on an “as-needed”
basis. Reach all homes and and businesses in your community each time. For more information, call (724) 695-3968.
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&UHVFHQW7RZQVKLS
6SULQJ5XQ5RDG
&UHVFHQW3$
  
ZZZFUHVFHQWWRZQVKLSFRP

0RQWHVVRUL6FKRRO
%URGKHDG5RDG
0RRQ7RZQVKLS3$
 
0RRQ$UHD6FKRRO'LVWULFW
8QLYHUVLW\%RXOHYDUG
0RRQ7RZQVKLS3$
 
ZZZPDVGNSDXV

0RRQ 7RZQVKLS
%HDYHU*UDGH5RDG
0RRQ 7RZQVKLS 3$ 
  
ZZZPRRQWZSFRP

&KDU:HVW&RXQFLORI*RYWV
9HWHUDQV:D\6WH
&DUQHJLH 3$ 
  

(0(5*(1&,(6
'LDO

2XU/DG\RIWKH
6DFUHG+HDUW+LJK6FKRRO
:RRGFUHVW$YHQXH
&RUDRSROLV3$
 
ZZZROVKRUJ
3DUNZD\:HVW&DUHHU
7HFKQRORJ\&HQWHU
6WHXEHQYLOOH3LNH
2DNGDOH3$
 
ZZZSDUNZD\ZHVWRUJ
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3UDLVH&HQWHU)XOO*RVSHO&KXUFK

6WDWH$YHQXH&RUDRSROLV3$
 
KWWSZZZFRUDRSROLVFKXUFKRIFKULVWFRP

3UHVE\WHULDQ&KXUFKRI&RUDRSROLV

&KXUFKRI&KULVW&RUDRSROLV

&RUDRSROLV&KXUFKRIWKH1D]DUHQH
6KDIHU5RDG0RRQ7RZQVKLS3$
 

&RUDRSROLV80&KXUFK

5LGJH$YHQXH&RUDRSROLV3$
 
ZZZFRUDRSROLVXPFRUJ

&RYHQDQW)DPLO\&KXUFK

0HHWV DW 6SULQJKLOO 6XLWHV
   ZZZFRYIDPFKXUFKRUJ

)DLWK-RXUQH\$OOLDQFH&KXUFK

 0RRQFUHVW 'ULYH 0RRQ 7ZS 3$ 
  
 )LIWK $YHQXH &RUDRSROLV 3$ 
  
ZZZFRUDRSROLVSUHVE\WHULDQFRP

5LYHUGDOH3UHVE\WHULDQ&KXUFK

 %URGKHDG 5RDG 0RRQ 7ZS 3$ 
  
ZZZULYHUGDOHFKXUFKRUJ

6KDURQ&RPPXQLW\&KXUFK

 &DUQRW 5RDG 0RRQ 7ZS 3$ 
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6W$QGUHZ/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK
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%HDYHU*UDGH5RDG0RRQ7ZS3$   
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ZZZVWDQGUHZPRRQWZSFRP
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 6WDWH $YHQXH &RUDRSROLV 3$ 
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*UDFH/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK

6W&DWKHULQHRI6LHQQD&KXUFK

 0F*RYHUQ %OYG &UHVFHQW 3$
 ZZZVFDWSDULVKFRP

6W-RVHSK5RPDQ&DWKROLF&KXUFK
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KWWSZZZVDLQWMRVHSKSDULVKQHW

6W0DUJDUHW0DU\&KXUFK

 %URGKHDG 5RDG &UHVFHQW 3$ 
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KWWSVWPDUJDUHWPDU\RUJ
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 )LIWK $YHQXH &RUDRSROLV 3$ 
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 6KDIHU 5RDG 0RRQ 7ZS 3$ 
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=LRQ(YDQJHOLFDO/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK
 6WDWH $YHQXH &RUDRSROLV 3$ 
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