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My New Year’s Day started off in a rather
unusual fashion. I spent the morning at the
hospital having x-rays of my foot. Much to
my chagrin, I learned I had broken it the night
before in a freak twist of my ankle.
Thus began a two-month journey of using
crutches, wearing an air boot, and staying off
my foot for what most people consider daily
living activities, such as walking, driving, and
standing.
To be sure, this experience opened my eyes
in ways I would never have considered.
Getting up stairs was a challenge. Getting showered posed
difficulties. Getting up in the middle of the night to use the facilities
meant all hands on deck, literally, while shuffling carefully to the
bathroom on crutches.
Our Florida trip was put on hold; changes to reservations had to be
made. When we finally began our trek down south, we confronted
major transmission problems in the middle of a cold winter night in
Virginia. Thanks to AAA, they were there for us. However, getting
out of the truck and into a much larger tow truck with a broken foot
was daunting. Getting to the hotel for the night, we had to request a
room near the elevator so I did not have to go so far down the hall
with crutches.

Going into public bathrooms was often difficult. Some bathroom doors
are so heavy; it is next to impossible to open them with one hand while
trying to navigate one’s balance and keeping two crutches under the arms.
Some bathrooms for the handicapped are not equipped as they should be,
with doors in some instances opening inward (how do those with a
wheelchair manage that?), or lack of paper supplies, leaving one with
difficulty in maneuvering without the necessary materials to get the job
done.
There were other situations I discovered, too. Some public places do
not have ramps or flat access to their venues. Someone with a broken foot
or leg can’t access these places. We learned that we had to carefully plot
out our moves before we went anywhere.
I am finally back on two feet and walking fine. This experience,
however, showed me how much more we have to do to help those with
physical handicaps. As for myself, I will be more aware of helping
someone with a walker, cane, or crutches in the future, and suggesting to
public facilities, when I see a lack of handicap options, some improvements they may consider making.
I can fully grasp, now, this Chinese proverb, “Tell me, I’ll forget. Show
me, I’ll remember. Involve me, I’ll understand.”

Pat Jennette, Publisher & Editor

:ULWLQJ$ERXWWKH9RLFHVRIWKH&RPPXQLW\
There's good writing and there's bad writing, and then there's bad writing that sounds good and good writing that sounds bad. Just because a
piece of writing is grammatically correct doesn't mean it makes a point, and a piece of writing that comes off as jumbled and hard to read just might
be formulating a higher thought.
For some reason, people have this idea that writing is something that's supposed to be perfect on the first try. College students in freshman
writing classes tend to emulate established writers, in part because they feel they lack authority. Little do they know the long hours an established
writer puts into their craft. A professor I knew once described the writing process, done right, as a glass blower smashing their pieces and crafting
new ones over and over again. Writing is a process of constant revision, refinement, and self examination, through which we learn to inform and
persuade. Scholar David Bartholomae, who observed college freshmen writers at the University of Pittsburgh before
writing about them in his essay "Inventing the University," describes writing is an act of aggression disguised as an act of
charity.
There are people in this world who would benefit from fewer voices. Think of that next time you hear a public figure
bash higher education. The magazine you're reading is made up of voices in the communities we cover. This month, we
feature a number of unique individuals, including a pastor, a new state Senator, a performer, a domestic violence counselor,
and a family whose lives have evolved around race car driving. Each of these individuals are defined by their beliefs and
struggles, by the significant impact their voices and actions are making on the people around them. I hope you enjoy
learning about them as much as we have.

Doug Hughey, Assistant Editor
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As with every issue, your community businesses are the reason for the publication of Allegheny West Magazine. Please support
these businesses. Their support allows us to mail this magazine, free, into the households of Findlay, North Fayette, Oakdale,
Sturgeon, and portions of McDonald as a community service.
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2QJRLQJ

:HVWHUQ3$.LGQH\
6XSSRUW *URXS, Sundays,
2:30-4:30 p.m., King’s Restaurant, Imperial, (724) 796-1603.

)LQGOD\5HSXEOLFDQ
&RPPLWWHH0HHWLQJ first
Tuesday monthly, 7 p.m.,
Findlay Township Municipal
Building, Clinton, guest speakers
monthly, (412) 860-4331.

:HVW$OOHJKHQ\+LJK
6FKRRO$UW&OXERQOLQH
DXFWLRQ, through April 25,

bid on fine art, pottery, photography, and artistic services
donated by alumni and community, benefits upcoming WA
student art show,
auctions.readysetauction.com/
westalleghenyartclub/, donations
accepted at www.westasd.org.

$SULO

0F'RQDOG7UDLO6WDWLRQ
opens for weekend visitors
starting April 6, 10 a.m.3 p.m., visit the history center,
rent the meeting room for small
group celebrations and meetings,
(724) 926-4617, MARA/Trail
Station meetings held second
Thursday each month at 6 p.m.

$SULO

&LQGHUHOOD, April 12 and 13,
8 p.m., April 14, 2 p.m.,
Carnegie Music Hall, students
from across the region perform
this play adaptation of the fabled
fairy tale, $15 adult, $12 children,
(412) 279-8887, www.carnegie
performingartscenter.com.

$SULO

&DQLQH$JJUHVVLRQ
&ODVV, also May 4, 2-4 p.m.,
Moon Township Library, free
class on how to deal with a
threatening dog or attack, no
dogs, adults only, registration
required, (724) 515-7790,
www.myauntpenny.com.

&RPPXQLW\7LUH
&ROOHFWLRQ, Saturday, April
13, 9 a.m.-noon, Findlay
Township Public Works, Clinton
Road, just off Route 30, dispose
of old tires safely and legally,
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

tires are sheared and rims
hauled away for recycling, $2
for passenger cars, $4 if on a
rim, $20 per tractor-trailer and
farm tractor.

$SULO

&XUU\<RXU)DYRU
)XQGUDLVLQJ'LQQHU, two
seatings: 4 p.m. and
6 p.m., Clinton U.P. Church, 25
Wilson Drive, Clinton, an evening
of Indian-inspired food in support
of the church trip to India, eat in
or take out, presale tickets only,
$9 half cornish game hen w/all
sides, $11 full hen w/all sides;
take out, $11 full hen w/ sides or
$7 full hen without sides,
(724) 695-7993.

.LG]%RZOLQJ.LG],
Sunday, April 14, 11:30 a.m.
registration, AMF Mt. Lebanon
Lanes, Mt. Lebanon, ages 5 and
up, food, prizes, commemorative
t-shirt, benefits Free Care Fund
of Children’s Hospital, minimum
$25 in sponsorships required,
Karen Pintar, (724) 695-1100,
www.bowling4kidz.org.

6HHPV/LNH2OG7LPHV
'DQFH, SNPJ Lodge 106,
Sunday, April 14, 7-10 p.m.,
Clem Rolin performs with the
Wally Merriman Trio for this
ballroom-style dance, $5,
(724) 695-1411.

$SULO

+RZWR3URPRWH<RXU
%XVLQHVVWKURXJK
1HWZRUNLQJ, Greater
Pittsburgh Business Connection,
Eat N’ Park, Route 60, Robinson
Township, 7:15-8:30 a.m.,
www.gpbc-pgh.org, (412) 3646446 ext. 302.

$SULO
6SULQJ&RPPXQLW\
&OHDQ8SV Findlay Township
Activity Center, 9 a.m.-noon,
joint effort between Findlay and
North Fayette, students
accumulate volunteer hours,
bags, gloves, and vests
provided, Darlene, (724) 6950500; also Oakdale Borough

Community Clean-Up, 9 a.m., meet
at gazebo area.

$SULO

$GPLQLVWUDWLYH3URIHV
VLRQDOV'D\6HPLQDU,
Embassy Suites Hotel, hosted by
the 376 Airport Chapter of IAAP,
Lori Field, (724) 462-0978,
lori.field@comcast.net.

)UDXGDQG6FDP3UHYHQ
WLRQ, Wednesday, April 24,
6-7:30 p.m., Valley Care Adult
Day Services, Caitlin Vancas of
the Better Business Bureau of
Western Pennsylvania shares
information about scams targeting
seniors and how to avoid
becoming a victim of one, to
register, (412) 259-5064,
ADS@valleycareassociation.org.

$SULO

0D\

$QQXDO.HQQHG\*DUGHQ
&OXE3ODQWDQG%DNH
6DOH, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Kenmawr
Plaza, baked goods and flower
arrangements, benefits efforts to
beautify area senior communities,
funeral homes, and parks.
Donations, landscaping award
nominations, Judy Frizges,
(412) 331-6175,
www.kennedygardenclub.com.

0D\

&RPSXWHU5HF\FOLQJ,
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Findlay Township
Municipal Building, Rt. 30,
televisions, laptops, cell phones,
scanners, non-freon appliances,
and phones accepted at no charge
and in compliance with new
Pennsylvania state laws,
(724) 695-0050.

7KH$QGUHZ&DUQHJLH
)UHH/LEUDU\ 0XVLF+DOO
SUHVHQWV$PHULFDQD,

0D\

performed by The Renaissance
City Winds with Bill Troxler,
hammer dulcimer, 7:30 p.m.,
Andrew Carnegie Free Library
and Music Hall, Carnegie, $15,
(412) 276-3456, extension 7,
www.carnegiecarnegie.org.

Sports and Recreation Complex,
benefits Robinson Township
Autumn Festival, $15, deadline
May 15, (412) 788-2822 or
(412) 859-0902.

0D\DQG

´7KH+REELWµ 7 p.m., Rhema
Christian School, $5 adults, $2.50
ages 12 and under,
www.RhemaChristianSchool.org.

0D\

3HW5DELHVDQG0LFURFKLS
&OLQLF, 12-3 p.m., PA Fitness
West Gym, Penn Lincoln Plaza,
Imperial, rabies shots, $10,
microchips, $30, nail clips, $9, 50/
50 and basket raffle, benefits
low-cost spay and neuter
program for low-income families,
(724) 573-4665,
www.animalcarewelfare.com.

0D\

,PSHULDO9)'6XSHU
%LQJR, also June 3, 7 p.m.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m., kitchen at
6 p.m., Findlay Township Activity
Center, 12 cards and 5 specials
$25, extras at door, bring a
dobber.

5RELQVRQ&RPPXQLW\)OHD
0DUNHW, 8 a.m.-12 p.m., Burkett

+LJKPDUN:DONIRUD
+HDOWK\&RPPXQLW\ Stage
AE, Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m.
start, registration at 7:45 a.m.,
benefits 68 local health and human
service agencies, to register go to
www.highmarkwalkforahealthy
community.org.

0D\

'HPHQWLD&DUH²$)DPLO\
3HUVSHFWLYH, 6-7:30 p.m.,
Valley Care Adult Day Services, a
workshop for families taking care
of loved ones with dementia, with
Kay Lynne Ege, B.S., ACC, CMC, to
register, (412) 259-5064,
ADS@valleycareassociation.org.

-XQH
)LQGOD\6KUHGLW'D\
10 a.m.-noon, Findlay Township
Municipal Building, Rt. 30, Clinton,
free paper shredding, (724) 6950500.

)RU PXQLFLSDO DFWLYLWLHVSURJUDPV FRQWDFW WKH )LQGOD\ 7RZQVKLS
5HFUHDWLRQ 'HSDUWPHQW    H[W  RU HPDLO GODUVRQ#ILQGOD\WRZQVKLSFRP
1RUWK )D\HWWH 7RZQVKLS 5HFUHDWLRQ 'HSDUWPHQW DW    RU    RU
HPDLO UEUR]RYLFK#QRUWKID\HWWHFRP RU 2DNGDOH %RURXJK   

]

-XQH

613-&DU&UXLVH, Lodge 106 in
Imperial, afternoon, live music by George
Suhon and Silver Sky, buffet, beverages,
door prizes, motorcycles welcome, Kevin
Richards, (724) 695-1411, kevinrichards22
@gmail.com.

-XQH

&UXLVLQLQWKH:RRGODQGV,
5-9 p.m., 12th Annual Findlay Township
Car Cruise, food for sale, 50/50 raffle, DJ,
assorted vendors, dash plaque given out to
first 100 classic cars, rain date is June
14, (724) 695-1976, www.findlaytwp.org.

-XQH$XJXVW

]

Raccoon Creek
Park Happenings
+LNLQJ&OXERI 5DFFRRQ&UHHN, Saturday,
April 20, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The hike will begin at the
park office on Route 18 and range between 4 to 5
miles over moderate terrain. Please dress
appropriately and bring water, snacks, lunch, and
rain gear if needed.
6SULQJ:LOGIORZHU:DON, Saturday, April 20,
2-3:30 p.m. Join park educators for a guided tour of
these short-lived beauties. The Wildflower Reserve
has one of the most diverse populations of plants in
the state. Be prepared for wet trails and moderate
hiking. Meet at the Wildflower Reserve Interpretive
Center on Route 30.

0F'RQDOG%RURXJK6XPPHU
7HQQLV3URJUDPDW+DUU\&ROOLQV
&RXUWV+HULWDJH3DUN, lessons
begin June 11 through August 6,
register by May 27, forms available at
McDonald Pharmacy, Heritage Library,
Chinese Restaurant, and McDonald
Borough office, for children ages 5-17 and
adults, all lessons held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, adult lessons on Monday
evenings, eight weeks/16 lessons $40
children, eight weeks/eight lessons $60
adults, (724) 926-4617

-XQH

7(/,6XPPHU&DPS, June 17-21,
June 24-28, July 22-26, July 29-August
2, August 5-9, age 2-5, 90 Grant Street,
Kennedy Township, 8:30-11 a.m., 12-2:30
p.m., or 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., $90/week half
day, $160/week full day, exciting and
educationally themed weeks, ageappropriate socialization, professional,
caring staff, (412) 331-3560, e-mail:
kristinau@telipa.org.

6HSWHPEHU

:HVW$OOHJKHQ\&ODVVRI 
5HXQLRQ J & D Cellars Winery, Eighty
Four, (owned by a classmate), “Like” on
Facebook: West Allegheny "78" Reunion
Planner; looking for classmates: Ed
Carnahan, Lee Coulter, Randy Dobrowsky,
Becky Grimm, Ruth Jones, Chris
McLaughlin, Mark Mercer, Irene Nelson,
Mike Scott, Sally Shrum and Debbie
Witherow, e-mail Sam Scarfone at
sam.scarfone@hswa-pa.org.

&LYLOLDQ&RQVHUYDWLRQ&RUSV&DPS
7RXU, Monday, May 27, 10-11:30 a.m. This year
marks the 80th anniversary of the creation of the
C.C.C. program in the United States. Join us as we
celebrate this milestone and discuss its history and
significance in establishing Raccoon Creek State
Park and projects nationwide. Following the indoor
presentation, take a short walking tour of one of the
camps built by the C.C.C in the 1930s. Meet at the
park office on State Route 18 promptly at 10 a.m.

0RWKHU·V'D\:LOGIORZHU5HVHUYH7UDLO
:DON, Sunday, May 12, 2-3:30 p.m., 482 Route

30, Clinton. Join us for a relaxing look at wildflowers
along the trails of the Wildflower Reserve. The walk
will cover identification, medicinal/edible uses, and
folklore associated with various plants. Meet at the
Wildflower Reserve Interpretive Center on Route 30.
Register online at: www.dcnr.state.pa.us/Calendar.
For more information, e-mail: paadams@pa.gov or
(724) 899-3611. All programs above are free. Or,
join the Facebook page, Raccoon Creek State Park.

&RPLQJ8SDWWKH:HVW+LOOV6\PSKRQ\

7KH:HVW+LOOV6\PSKRQLF%DQGLVDQRQSURILWQRQVDODULHGPHPEHUSURDPHQVHPEOHSURYLGLQJTXDOLW\
PXVLFIRU\HDUVDQGRIIHULQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRU\RXQJHUSOD\HUVWRVLWVLGHE\VLGHZLWKVHDVRQHGSURIHVVLRQDOV
DQGVKDUHWKHLUSDVVLRQIRUSOD\LQJDQGSHUIRUPLQJ
&RPLQJXS³%HVWRIWKH$PHULFDQ6RQJERRN,,,´DWSP0D\'DYLG(:LOOLDPV0LGGOH6FKRRO
3LDQLVW$UUDQJHU.HYLQ&ODUNUHWXUQVZLWKDPHGOH\RIWXQHVE\$PHULFDQPXVLFOHJHQG&ROH3RUWHU
7KH:+6%LVGHSHQGHQWXSRQGRQDWLRQVIURPLQGLYLGXDOVDQGEXVLQHVVHVLQRUGHUWRFRQWLQXHSURYLGLQJIUHH
FRQFHUWV0XVLF'LUHFWRU&OHP5ROLQ  RUYLVLWZZZZKVERUJ
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP

2QWKH+RUL]RQ
Findlay Activities Coming Up
AARP DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM
Eight-hour classroom refresher course for motorists 55+. No driving
tests involved. Upon completion, participants are eligible to receive a
state-mandated multi-year discount on auto insurance premiums. Contact
carrier for information. Husbands and wives must both attend class to
qualify for a discount. Classes are on Tuesday and Wednesday, April
23 and 24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Findlay Township Municipal Building,
Route 30, Clinton. Cost is $12 for AARP members, $14 for non-members,
half price for Findlay residents. Checks only, made payable to Findlay
Township. Class size is limited; pre-registration required.

FOUR-HOUR REFRESHER COURSE
For those who have taken the eight-hour class in the last three years
and need a new certification for insurance. Bring proof of attending a
previous class, certificate, and driver’s license. Cost, instructor, and
location are the same as for the eight-hour course. Held on Tuesday,
April 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

WATER AEROBICS
Must pre-register; payment due at the first class. Sessions at Wilson
Elementary School, 317 Boggs Road, Imperial, 6-7 p.m., $40 for each
eight-week session or $75 if attending both Monday and Wednesday for
the eight sessions. Monday classes April 15, 22 and 29, May 6 and 13;
Wednesday classes April 10, 17, and 24, May 1 and 8. Bring own
towels; locker rooms are available. Classes not held when there is no
school or if there is a special school-sponsored activity.

ADULT LAP SWIMMING
Adult (18 years+) lap swimming once a week this season for one hour.
Registration forms available at the pool area. Sessions held at Wilson
Elementary School, 317 Boggs Road, Imperial, Wednesdays, April 10,
17, and 24, 7-8 p.m., $2 per evening; bring correct change.

SCRAPBOOKING WORKSHOPS
Learn techniques to organize, document, and preserve memories, both
digital and traditional. Cropping station with tools available; supplies
available for purchase. To pre-register, (724) 307-3333 or e-mail:
michellekoestercm@comcast.net. Workshops at the Findlay Township
Activity Center, 310 Main Street, Imperial, Fridays, May 3, and October
4, 6 p.m. to midnight, $10 each, includes light refreshments; bring own
beverage. Saturday classes are May 4 and October 5, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.,
$50 each event and includes lunch, dinner, and beverages.

TIME FOR TODDLERS
Bring toddlers age four and under to the Activity Center, Main Street,
Imperial, for an hour of movement, music, activities, and snack. An adult
must stay with the child. Must register. Mondays, April 22 and 29; May
6, 13, and 20; June 3 and 10. If West Allegheny School District cancels,
so does program. Class time is 10:15-11:15 a.m., $3 per session.

LUNCH BUNCH
Bring your pre-schooler with a packed lunch and drink to the Activity
Center, Main Street, Imperial, for lunch and fun activities. Open to all
pre-school and kindergarten children who turned four by September 1,
2012; $4 a month and payment is taken at class. Program is on Tuesdays, April 9 and May 7, Findlay Township Activity Center, 310 Main
Street, Imperial, 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.

ADULT BEGINNER GUITAR LESSONS
Designed to take you through the basics of learning guitar chords and
music theory in a fun group setting with other adults. Class size will be
limited, adults 18 and older, Tuesdays, April 9, 16, 23 and 30 and May
7 and 14, 7-8 p.m., Findlay Township Activity Center, 310 Main Street,
Imperial, $90 for 6 weeks, instructor is Jonathan Cordle.

KARATE CLASSES
Classes for Youth, Teen and Adult students are held Monday and
Wednesday evenings by Imperial Dragon Tang Soo Do Karate School;
also Little Dragons-Pre-School Program for 3–6 year olds. Call for class
times and availability (Classes limited to 12 students). Spring training
special: first month of training free for new students with this mention.
To pre-register for programs, call Darlene, (724) 695-0500.

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

North Fayette Activities Coming Up
North Fayette Township is offering a variety of activities this spring
and summer.
Registrations are currently being taken for the Summer Playground, Tennis Lesson, Summer Pre School Camps, and
Coach Cornell’s Baseball Camp.
Season Passes at Hankey Farms Pool can be purchased at the
early bird rate until April 30. Programs at the Hankey Farms pool
include swim lessons starting Saturday, June 8 and Monday, June
10. The pool is also having special events which include Teen Night,
Hawaiian Day, Members Night, and Adult and Senior Citizen
Swims. The Parks and Recreation Board is having its Swim Party
and a Movie Night, Friday, June 28, while the North Fayette Police
Department is sponsoring two free family swims on Monday, July
8, and Monday, August 12.
Once the pool opens, Senior Citizen Swims and Water Walking
will be held Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to noon. Silver
Sneaker Splash will meet Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
11 a.m. to noon.
The P.A.L.S. organization is sponsoring an open gym at the
Community Center on April 26, a movie night on April 12, and a
skating party on April 20 at Neville Roller Dome. The P.A.L.S. Swim
Party is Friday, July 19 at 7 p.m. at the Hankey Farms pool.
Senior Citizen lunches are Thursdays, April 25 and May 23 at
the Cornerstone at Tonidale. Doors open at 11 a.m. Cost is $5. The
seniors meet once a month at Latitude 40 for bowling at 1 p.m. on
April 8 and May 13. Cost is $8 for two games and $3 for shoe
rentals. The seniors are planning a trip to watch the Pirates at PNC
Park on Sunday, June 30. Cost for the ticket and transportation is $31.
Community Days applications are being taken for groups
interested in being involved in this year’s event on Saturday, August
3. Applications to have a group, team, or organization participate in
the parade on Friday night, August 2, are available online.
For more information, or to register for any of these programs or
events, contact North Fayette Parks and Recreation at (412) 7884888, extension 118 or (724) 693-3118. Or, e-mail rbrozovich@northfayette.com. Also click “like” on Facebook at North Fayette Parks and
Recreation. And, information is available online at www.northfayette.com. Click the North Fayette Now tag.

Oakdale Activities Coming Up
The community is invited to attend Memorial Day services on
Monday, May 27 at 10 a.m. Groups participating in the parade are invited
to line up near the fire department prior to 10 a.m.
On Friday, June 21 at 7 p.m., a concert will be held in the Oakdale
business district. Details will be announced closer to the event.

$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP
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Express Employment Professionals of Robinson Township (www.expresspros.com) will
host the 2013 Refresh Leadership Simulcast, a nationwide educational event featuring an
all-star lineup of speakers.
Featured speakers include founder of Alltop.com and best-selling author Guy Kawasaki; Pro
Football Hall of Fame member and co-host of Fox NFL Sunday Terry Bradshaw; and workplace
communication and performance expert Amanda Gore.
Scheduled for Wednesday, April 17, the Refresh Leadership Simulcast will be broadcast at
the Marriott Airport, 777 Aten Road, Findlay Township. Registration opens at 8 a.m. and the
simulcast begins at 9 a.m.
Business leaders, human resource professionals, chamber of commerce officials, and
chamber members can register at www.refreshleadership.com/live. The simulcast costs $25
per person to attend, which includes a $12.50 donation to Children’s Miracle Network hospitals.
“Express is proud to present this exciting opportunity for business leaders from throughout
our community,” said Deb Gray, Robinson Township Express franchisee.

A group of Cigna Healthcare employees at the
Park Lane facility in North Fayette are hosting its
first-ever Walk n’ Wag event on Saturday, April
27 at 10 a.m. at Donaldson Park, located in North
Fayette Township to benefit Animal Friends.
The event will include a one-mile loop at the dog
park, combined with vendors who will donate a
portion of their proceeds back to the Animal
Friends organization.
To participate or donate, contact Melissa
Krinock, (412) 809-0083, or Jennifer Tennant,
(412) 747-7136.

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

7HDO,,+HDO&RQFHUWLV0D\
The Teal II Heal Concert will be held on Wednesday, May 22 at 7 p.m. at
Crossroads Church, 100 Crossroads Drive, in North Fayette.
Six performances by groups from Crossroads Methodist, Carnegie
Presbyterian, McDonald UP, Oakdale UP, Valley Presbyterian, and West
Alexander Presbyterian, will present music of praise and worship. A bake
sale and Teal to Heal bracelet sale will also be held. Suggested donation is
$10. This is the second such concert for Julie Hanczar and her family, to
assist with costs related to her rehabilitation following injuries sustained in
an automobile accident. For more information, call (924) 693-8241.

0DOO37,+RVW6WXGHQW6KRZFDVH
+RVW2SHQ+RXVHIRU1HZ3URJUDPV
The Mall at Robinson and Pittsburgh Technical Institute announce the
continuation of the PTI Showcase, open through April 30 inside the Mall
at Robinson - Entry C on the lower level near Macy’s. The Portfolio
Show displays the best graphic design, video, and web/interactive
work of the recent graduating class of PTI’s School of Design.
Also coming up at PTI, Open House is scheduled for Thursday, April
25, 6 to 8 p.m., specifically for the new Culinary Arts programs and for
all of the Oil and Gas programs taught at PTI.

*ROI2XWLQJV&RPLQJ8S
12th Annual Crafton-Ingram Rotary Golf Outing, April
26, Fort Cherry Golf Club, registration 9:30 a.m., steak
dinner and awards 3 p.m., 18 holes, Texas scramble
format, hole-in-one for a new Toyota contest, skill
contests, cash bar, registration deadline April 20, Craig
Schade, (412) 922-5570.
Holy Trinity Youth Ministry Golf Outing, April 28, the
Club at Shadow Lakes, noon registration, 1:30 p.m. tee off
time, includes 18 holes, cart, drinks, lunch, dinner buffet,
skill competitions, supports missionaries assisting
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts, $80, (412) 432-9381,
htymgolfouting@gmail.com.
Montour Valley VFW Post 7714 Golf Outing, June 8, Rolling Green
Golf Course, 1 p.m., 4-person scramble best ball, includes lunch, dinner,
beer and soda. Hole-in-one, longest putt, closest to pin and most
accurate drive prizes. Benefits Sharing & Caring nonprofit working with
disabled vets, Nancy, (412) 496-1475, nbeyerbach@gmail.com.
Ohio Valley General Hospital 28th Annual Golf Fundrive, June 10,
Allegheny Country Club, 10 a.m. start with brunch on the club’s veranda
followed by a shotgun start at noon, 18 holes, cocktail reception and
dinner, silent auction, benefits the hospital’s advancement of medical
information technology, Ann Hrabik, (412) 777-6359,
ahrabik@ohiovalleyhospital.org, to register a golf twosome or foursome
or find information on donations, sponsorships, and underwriting.
9th Annual TC House Golf Outing, June 21, Quicksilver Golf Club, to
benefit the establishment of a group home for young adults with
disabilities, (412) 736-5783, www.tchouse.org.
Herb and Harold Heinlein Golf Outing, July 21, Ponderosa Golf
Course, two-person scramble, $200 per team, Don, (412) 216-4200.
The Montour Trail Council is in need of volunteers to help with its
annual half marathon/5K race held each year.
A race director, race registration director, and marketing director are
needed to help. Involvement during the year is minimal, with the most
time needed several weeks leading
up to the event.
To help, contact Bill Orr, (724) 6952638, or by e-mail,
race@montourtrail.
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP
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AIRPORT CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION AWARDS PRESENTED
The Airport Corridor Transportation Association (ACTA) held its annual meeting
at the Chartiers Country Club on February 6. Awards were presented for outstanding
achievement, and officers were elected.
The featured speaker, Daniel Cessna, P.E., district executive for PennDOT district
11, discussed the current Parkway West survey that is investigating ways to improve
the roadway. Daniel oversees all transportation planning, design, construction, and
maintenance for the district, which serves the Pittsburgh metropolitan area.
ACTA Executive Director Lynn Manion also presented awards to organizations that
have been instrumental in improving transportation in the airport corridor. Awards
were presented for completion of the Park Manor Boulevard Bicycle Safety
Improvement Project and the Summit Park Drive Improvement Project. Settlers Ridge
was given the Community Partner Award, and Pittsburgh Technical Institute, a
founding member of ACTA, received the Outstanding ACTA Member award.
CLINTON LIGHT-UP VOLUNTEERS DONATE $20,000 TO COMMUNITY
Volunteers of the annual Clinton Light-Up drive-through display at Clinton Park
announce that they have donated more than $20,000 to local nonprofit charities,
organizations, and scholarships from the 2012-13 season. Among the recipients were
the Imperial Lions Club, Western Allegheny Community Library, West Allegheny
Show Choir, West Allegheny Food Pantry, Clinton 3M Class, West Allegheny Family
Support, Imperial Volunteer Fire Department, One Voice Ministry, the Wilson Log
House, and Imperial Nazarene Church.
Lloyd Faux, together with his wife, Patty, coordinate community volunteers who set
up, operate, and take down the annual one-mile-long display of Christmas lights. The
project takes at least six months from set up to tear down to complete annually.
VALLEY CHURCH IN IMPERIAL AWARDED PHLF GRANT
The Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation in February released a list of area
churches that would benefit from grants as part of its Historical Religious Property
Program. Among them is Valley Presbyterian Church in Imperial.
The grants are intended to help active, service-oriented churches that can match
donated funds with a range of projects, from restoration of stained glass and masonry
to gutter and steeple repair.
In addition, Valley Presbyterian will also receive technical assistance, meaning it will
be advised on prioritizing restoration projects and establishing preventative maintenance programs.
The Historical Religious Property Program, now in its sixteenth year, awards grants to
architecturally significant, religious properties that are more than 50 years old to help
rejuvenate and maintain their facades. This year, the organization donated $179,000 to
churches across the Pittsburgh area.
PPMS’ MATT
MILEY MEETS DANICA
Matt Miley, co-owner of Pittsburgh’s
Pennsylvania Motor Speedway (PPMS),
pictured left, recently spent time at the
Daytona 500 event in Florida. While there, he
met Danica Patrick, right. Danica made
history earlier this year as the first woman to
take a NASCAR Sprint Cup pole position for
the Daytona 500. She also became the
highest female finisher in the Daytona. She
led five laps and finished eighth.
She made history as the first woman to win
an IndyCar race in Motegi, Japan back in
2008.
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\
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Let the Online Bidding Begin
The West Allegheny High School Art
Club has announced that bidding for its
online art auction is now open. Proceeds
from the auction directly benefit the club
and bidding will remain open until it
culminates in the annual Renaissance 2
Revival Art Show slated for April 25-27,
2013. Donations that range from original
works of fine art, pottery and photography
to knitwear and jewelry may now be
viewed on the auction website at http://
auctions.readysetauction.com/
westalleghenyartclub/.
The idea for an online auction is West
Allegheny High School art teacher Carol
DeWitt’s creative approach to budget cuts
that have affected public schools across
Pennsylvania and the nation. DeWitt has
gained support from West Allegheny
alumni as well as the community through
donated items. She has also gained
financial support for the auction through a
Grable Foundation STEAM Education
Grant.
“In my 18 years at West Allegheny I’ve
witnessed former students becoming
successful art teachers, graphic designers,
and artists creating life’s careers. Support-

Art club officers Michaela Gardner, Blair Conner, and Luke Kandracs and art
teachers Carol DeWitt (center) and Mike Short (center right), display donated items
for the online auction.

ing our future art programs and art show
through this fundraiser models the
importance of art in so many people’s
lives,” stated DeWitt.
Donations of auction items are still
being accepted and individuals or
businesses interested in donating
artwork may visit the home page of
www.westasd.org to download a donor

pledge application form. New items will
continue to be added to the auction site
and supporters are encouraged to visit the
site often to view recent additions.
High school visual arts teacher Mike
Short, alumni Jason Anthony, and members
of the art club have volunteered their time
and energy to help DeWitt make the
fundraiser a success.

Senator Matt Smith Helps Celebrate Read Across America

Senator Matt Smith reads Dr. Seuss
classics during his visit to Donaldson
Elementary School.

State Senator Matt Smith helped the
West Allegheny School District celebrate
Read Across America week when he
visited and read to students at
Donaldson elementary school. The
nationally recognized celebration was
held February 25 through March 2, 2013,
at all of the West Allegheny elementary
schools and included a host of fun and
educational classroom activities--Dr.
Seuss style--that emphasized the
importance of reading.
The Food Services Department served
green eggs and ham for lunch and
students and staff dressed in Dr. Seuss
attire throughout the week. The elementary librarians sponsored the DEAR
(Drop Everything And Read) program

each day of the celebration. Instructional aide Lynn Huebner read her
original “Seuss-like” poem to the
students at the elementary schools.
Festivities concluded on Saturday,
March 2, with a Dr. Seuss-themed,
children's program of arts, crafts, and
face painting at The Mall at Robinson.
Read Across America co-chairs were
Mariann Bertocchi and Christina Pratt,
McKee Elementary School teachers.
The Read Across America celebration was a collaborative effort between
the West Allegheny Education
Association (WAEA), the West
Allegheny School District, and the
West Allegheny Education Support
Professionals Association (WAESPA).



West Allegheny Presents “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels”
West Allegheny School District will present the final
weekend of its musical comedy, “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” in
the Stewart Morgan Auditorium at West Allegheny High
School with performances on Friday, April 12, at 7:00 p.m., and
Saturday, April 13, at 7:00 p.m.
Based on the hilarious 1988 movie, “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” centers on two con men living on the French Riviera.
The two spend their time trying to con women out of their
money.
Leads cast: Joey Bandi as Lawrence, Ryan Borgo as Freddy,
Maria Jones as Christine, Haley Joyce as Muriel, Jodi Kutzner
as Jolene, and Tom Currey as
Andre. Justin Fortunato, a
talented young actor, director,
and producer in the professional theatre scene in
Pittsburgh, is the new director.

Students Take First Place at Carnegie Science Bowl
A team of West Allegheny students
from Donaldson and McKee
consisting of Alexander Morrison,
Zack Ziolkowski and Kaley Joseph
took first place at the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit Carnegie Science
Bowl on January 25, 2013. The
competition consisted of four
interactive events that included
Balcony Build It, Calculation
Station, Drop Zone, and Match
That. The team competed in the
fourth and fifth grade division
against 13 other school districts in

Allegheny County.
This year’s West Allegheny teams were
made up of students from Donaldson,
McKee and Wilson Elementary Schools.
Other students who participated were
Brianna Medved, Andrea Russo, Tommy St.
Claire, Ethan Cooper, Wade Gunderson,
Chloe Black, Mason Palaima, Cerina
Wichryk, Sara Sawford, Rain Greene, Marissa
Collins and Zach Stayduhar.
Horizon’s teachers Robert Dowd, Tom
Hamm, and Beth Koraido were team coaches
as well as judges for the Match That
competition.

First place team of Kaley Joseph, Alexander Morrison and Zachary Ziolkowski.

Spelling Bee … S-P-E-L-L-I-N-G B-E-E … Spelling Bee
Eighth-grader Chrissy Sible claimed first place at the 2013 West Allegheny Middle School Spelling Bee on February 7, when she correctly spelled
“beatitude.”
Following a school-wide written spelling test, the field was narrowed to
the top 48 students, who then competed in the live elimination rounds of
the bee. The second place finisher was Danielle Rance and third place was
Hannah Salvucci, both eighth-graders.
Sible will represent West Allegheny at the Western Pennsylvania
Spelling Bee at Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, UPMC. Middle school
teachers Katie Troup and Anita Miller were organizers of this year’s bee.
Bee organizers Katie Troup(left) and Anita Miller (right) proudly present
spelling bee winners Hannah Salvucci, third place, Chrissy Sible, first
place and Danielle Rance, second place.



Superintendent’s Message:

A Rite of Spring…the School Budget
Each spring, school districts adopt their
operating budgets for the upcoming school
year. While budget formulation, development,
implementation, and management are ongoing
processes, the elected governing body, the
school board, must pass a budget by June 30.
Whatever the issue may be, people’s
questions and concerns are usually driven by
their perception of how that issue will impact
them personally. In that vein, school budgets
are no different. Parents of school age children
want to know if the budget will support
reasonable class sizes. Parents and students
themselves are often interested in whether
there are going to be any new educational
opportunities. Just last year, the board room
was filled to capacity when students and
parents reacted to rumors that programs in
the arts may be curtailed. In recent years,
employees have had a heightened level of
anxiety, fearing they might lose their jobs
because of cutbacks in state funding. Some
people wonder if there will be a tax increase
and if so how much? Allow me to answer
some frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) that
have been asked of me related to this year’s
budget.
How does the school budget look this
year? Well, I can answer that question like a
politician even though I am not one. The
answer is…it depends on how you look at it!
Our District’s surpluses have steadily grown
over the last several years. We have had one
tax increase in the past six years. We also
completed $30 million in renovations. We
have expanded existing programs and offerings
as well as created new opportunities. This is a
remarkable accomplishment given the massive
state funding cuts that have occurred in the
past two years. The good news is that
compared to most school districts in the
Commonwealth, our financial condition is
strong. Now, as the beloved Paul Harvey
would say… “Here’s the rest of the story.”
It would be irresponsible for the District to
simply plan for its immediate needs. We also
must be circumspect and plan for the future.
Over the last several years, we have implemented cost containment measures that have
saved the District over $2.2 million. Unfortunately, most of those cuts cannot be duplicated. We have two elementary schools that
are over forty years old and are being
considered for renovation. Some areas of
growth in enrollment may necessitate the

hiring of additional staff. Buildings and
grounds need ongoing maintenance. Students
and teachers need books and supplies.
Technology integration has become an
expectation and necessity. Just like our own
personal budgets, there are areas in school
finance that are beyond our control. Prices
associated with fuel, food, health care, and
utilities, along with numerous unfunded and
underfunded mandates such as special
education, continue to rise. Nevertheless, the
District must still find a way to pay its bills.
The good news is that proactive management
practices have enabled the District to improve
every aspect of its operation even during a
major downturn in our economy. The question
is, how long can we stave off the growing
challenge of lessening revenues and growing
expenses?
How do you develop a budget when there
are so many unknowns? We do our best to
project revenues and expenditures based on
past trends and the most available current
data. I would, however, like to share a quote
by the renowned economist J.K. Galbraith
that describes the dynamic nature of preparing
future budgets based on projected trends. Mr.
Galbraith said, “The purpose of economic
forecasting is to make astrology look respectable.” In other words, long term economic
prognostications are subject to a lot of
speculation. One of the most critical revenue
estimations Allegheny County School districts
are now undertaking is the impact of reassessment. As you are well aware, most of a school
district’s funding is generated from real estate
taxes. Given the assessment appeal process is
ongoing, the administration and board must
closely monitor those properties, and in
particular, large commercial parcels, that are
being appealed. Only then can a millage rate be
determined consistent with Act 1 anti-windfall
legislation as it relates to revenue neutrality.
With regard to the state budget, we apply the
most up-to-date numbers that the state
provides to us, recognizing that everything is
subject to change through June when the state
adopts its final budget. As most of you know,
the Public School Employee Retirement
System (PSERS) has been a major topic of
concern for lawmakers. A majority of
lawmakers contend that the current pension
system will not be able to sustain itself over
time. The governor is proposing significant
revisions to the existing system, but any

changes at this time remain problematic.
That is why districts are preparing for a
worst-case scenario that will require major
increases in employer contributions. From
an internal expenditures side, we have a
much better grasp of our costs based on
known fixed expenses, current trends, and
history.
Does Governor Tom Corbett’s proposed
2013-14 budget help education and
particularly the West Allegheny School
District? Given Pennsylvania schools have
lost nearly $1 billion in funding over the last
two years, the governor’s proposed budget
is certainly an improvement from the past. If
approved, West Allegheny would receive
$144,000 more than last year. That,
however, does not make up for the $738,443
that was lost in 2011-12 or $855,974 in
2012-13. If one carried those lost state
revenues into the 2016-17 school year, those
cumulative losses would amount to over
$5.6 million to West Allegheny taxpayers! In
addition, the impact of sequestration will
cost the District another $40,000. The
governor’s proposed Passport for Learning
Block Grant could provide a funding stream
for school safety measures, early intervention programs, individualized learning, and
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) education. Those monies
would most assuredly be welcomed.
Unfortunately, the Grant is tied to a deal
that privatizes liquor and wine sales. That
deal has yet to occur. It also appears that the
funding would be short term. School districts
cannot maintain and build programs unless
they have reliable and ongoing funding
sources.
What about cyber schools and how they
are funded? Does this affect West A? The
proposed state budget is silent with regard
to the funding of charter schools. Why is
this when Pennsylvania public schools are
diverting $1 billion of taxpayer monies
annually to fund brick and mortar as well as
cyber charter schools? In Allegheny County
alone, public schools will lose over $58
million this year. For West Allegheny, it was
$564,616 in 2011-12 and over $2.5 million
since 2004. School choice via the charter
school movement is something that most
educators can accept. The rub is that the
current funding formula for charter schools is
severely flawed, as is the fiscal and academic


Superintendent’s Message continued
performance oversight of the schools.
According to Pennsylvania Auditor General
Jack Wagner, “Pennsylvanians are paying
cyber charter schools far more than it costs
them to educate children. This overpayment
places an unnecessary burden on taxpayers and
school districts and leads to questionable uses
of taxpayer dollars.” While cyber schools are
meant to be nonprofit organizations, taxpayerfunded overpayments have been spent on forprofit management groups, advertising, and
political lobbying. House Bill 618 and House
Bill 759 attempt to address some of the flaws
in the current funding formula. Passage of
these bills would benefit public schools and
taxpayers.
Will we see any staff cuts or elimination
of programs for next year? I don’t believe so.

We have already picked the low hanging fruit
and gone up the tree to reduce expenditures.
This was done through staffing cuts and
restructuring, curtailment of some programs,
and the institution of better business and
energy practices. In fact, I am hopeful that
we will be able to introduce some new
educational opportunities for our students in
the 2013-14 school year.
Are you optimistic that West Allegheny
will be able to manage all of these
financial challenges and still provide the
high level of programs and services the
community has come to know and
expect? Choosing to see the glass as half
full, I am cautiously optimistic. We have
carefully built our financial house in a
manner that it has been able to absorb some

stormy times in our economy. While it would
be foolish to tell you that there will never be
a need for new revenues to maintain the
District’s financial health, audits of the
District’s financial health over the last several
years are evidence that systemic, effective,
internal management practices and responsible decision-making can keep the District
solvent. Rest assured that the Administration
and Board will continue to exercise due
diligence in order to maintain the integrity of
the District’s programs and services while
being fiscally responsible.
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Cyber Safety: Preparing Our Children

Third grade students Kali Burke, Josh
Kuna and Evan Ziemniak review cyber
safety
xxxxxx lessons in Leah Vestal’s computer class at Donaldson Elementary
School.

The Internet has become an
indispensible resource for students and
teachers alike. Along with its unlimited
access, however, comes an abundance of
hidden dangers. In today’s academic

world, instructors now teach cyber safety
alongside math and reading. Through an
online program titled Safe Internet Online
Surfing, elementary and middle school
teachers throughout the District are
challenging students to become more
informed internet users.
Grade appropriate scavenger hunts are
a fundamental component of the challenge, which allows students to have fun
while learning valuable lessons. Topics of
the program encompass themes of
privacy, cyberbullying, netiquette,
plagiarism, and social networking.
“The kids enjoy it and I think it’s a great
opportunity to speak to them about the
importance of online safety. It’s also great

for the parents to be aware of the topics
being presented and discussed. It
hopefully opens up that line of communication between the kids and their
parents,” stated Carrie Morgan, West
Allegheny Middle School computer
teacher.
The program was developed by the
Common Knowledge Scholarship
Foundation at Nova Southeastern
University’s Fischler School of Education
and is offered to students in third
through eighth grade. All students must
present a signed parental consent form
prior to participating in the program.
Parents are encouraged to view the site at
www.usa-sos.org.

Wilson Students Show Appreciation Through Thoughtful Acts
Students from Wilson Elementary School
expressed their appreciation for community workers through various thoughtful
acts and gifts.
Members of the National Elementary
Honor Society (NEHS) showed their
gratitude by hosting a luncheon for the
Findlay Township first responders on
February 15, 2013, at the Findlay Activity
Center. Policemen, firemen, paramedics,
and dispatchers were invited as a thank
you for their continued work with the
school and helping to keep them safe.
Students assisting with the lunch included


Hayden Ervin, Kenny Krisovenski,
Michael Mielnicki, Samantha Cox, Britney
Wilson and Austin Legnine. Wilson
NEHS advisors are Amie Schwartzmiller
and Kathy Taylor.
In addition, Wilson student council
recognized the dedicated bus drivers in
the District by providing them with
breakfast treats throughout the year.
Teachers at Wilson didn’t go unrecognized either and also were given midwinter snacks. Student council advisors, Lori
Cole and Nancy Sale spearheaded these
efforts.

NEHS members Britney Wilson and
Austin Legnine show their appreciation
to Officer Jeff O’Donnell and other first
responders at a thank you luncheon.

Lessons in Diversity Reach Sixth Grade Students
To celebrate the many different
cultures and ethnic backgrounds
represented by the sixth grade students
on both the Shark and Superstar teams,
teachers and students hosted Diversity
Days in February.
Throughout the initiative, students
participated in a variety of academic
activities centered on language arts,
mathematics, and social studies with a
focus on contributions made by various
ethnic groups. Students also learned
about foods and mealtime customs from
around the world and sampled an array

Sean Gibson, great-grandson of Josh
Gibson, discusses how race played a role
in baseball.

of ethnic fare. Students were then given the
opportunity to present items or photos that
depicted their cultural backgrounds.

The two sixth grade teams came
together for an assembly that storied the
often unknown history of Josh Gibson, an
African-American baseball great who
never had the opportunity to play in the
American Major League but was inducted
into five baseball halls of fame. The
interactive assembly was presented by
Sean Gibson, Josh Gibson’s greatgrandson.
Diversity Day was organized by Valerie
Meehan, Shark team leader, and Nancy
Watkins, Superstar team leader.

Girls On The Run Program Takes Off at Elementary Schools
Designed to encourage lifelong health
and fitness while building confidence in
young girls, the Girls on the Run
(GOTR) program is offered to third,
fourth and fifth grade students at
Donaldson, McKee and Wilson
Elementary Schools. The after school
activity is sponsored by MageeWomens Hospital of UPMC (http://
gotrmagee.org/index.html) and uses
running to inspire and motivate. The
program will run from February to May
with sessions meeting twice a week.
There are three main focus areas of
the program. The first promotes selfcare through self-awareness. The

second is connectedness, which highlights
the importance of selecting and maintaining healthy relationships. The third is
empowerment and the concept of celebrating and sharing our strengths. These
learning goals are accomplished through
the GOTR curriculum. They are incorporated into various lessons and games that
culminate in a 5K race held on May 19,
2013 at Hartwood Acres.
GOTR was first introduced at Wilson
Elementary School in 2011 by learning
support teacher Kristin Franks. As the
program’s popularity grew at Wilson, the
other elementary schools began offering it
as well.

“The response to the Girls on the Run
program has been wonderful. The other
coaches and I find that the girls not only
inspire each other, but us as well. I leave
practice finding that I have more motivation to live a healthier, happier, and more
positive life, which doesn’t even begin to
explain why I love being a part of this
program,” stated Franks.
Organizers and coaches of the program
are Kim Dawson and Kirsten Davis from
McKee Elementary, Kristin Franks and
Renee Holdrieth, along with Savanna
Leninsky and Molly Cornelius as
assistant coaches from Wilson Elementary, and Melissa Taranto and Kristen
Tracy from Donaldson Elementary.

Students Capture 31 Scholastic Art Competition Awards
In the 2013 Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards program, 20 West Allegheny
students in grades nine through 12 won
a total of 31 awards in the visual art and
photography categories. Luke
Kandracs and Kelly Wiesner captured
Gold Key Awards in the ceramics and
glass, and drawing categories respectively.
Among the Silver Key Award winners
were Blair Conner, with nine Silver Key
awards, and Matthew Grebosky, Elijah
Kutzavitch, and Kristi Rozum, who won
individual Silver Key awards as well.
Angeline Peng and Natalie Wareham
were each awarded two Honorable
Mentions, and individual Honorable
Mention winners included: Aubrey
Ayres, Jeff Biers, Carli Cardillo, Blair
Conner, Rachel Herman, Katie Hutton,

Rebecca Kelsch, Robyn Lutz, Cassandra
McNavish, Alexis O’Shea, Missy
Radovich, Colleen Wade and Ian Yawnlis.
High School art teachers Carol DeWitt
and Mike Short and video production and
digital photography teacher Mike Shaffer
coordinated participation by 48 students
in the visual
arts, photography, digital
art, film,
animation,
and poetry
categories. All
artwork
earning Gold
Key, Silver
Key, and
honorable

mention awards were on display from
February 9 - 24, 2013 at LaRoche College.
Artwork selected for Gold Key Awards
is forwarded to the national level of
judging. These award-winners will be
displayed in Washington, D.C. with over
500 entries from 19 school districts.

Visual arts teachers Carol Dewitt (left) and Mike Short (right), with
Gold Key winners Jeff Biers, Luke Kandracs, Blair Conner, Eli
Kutzavitch, Cassandra McNavish and Kelly Wiesner.


GOLD Program Draws Record Number of Eighth Grade Girls
On Friday, March 1, 2013, over 120
eighth grade girls, representing a record
90 percent of the class, spent the night
in the middle school gym as part of the
Girls Overnight Leadership Development (GOLD) program. Designed to
prepare eighth grade girls for the issues
they will face in high school, topics
discussed included body image, healthy
relationships, drug and alcohol prevention, healthy eating, etiquette, and
making smart choices.
Guest presenters included Stacie
Scheel from the Beaver County
Women’s Center, who spoke with the
girls about healthy relationships and

personal boundaries. Alicia
Kozakiewcz, who has made appearances on Oprah and CNN, shared her
own powerful story of being abducted
by an Internet predator. Event organizer and West Allegheny teacher Dana
Burrows discussed body image and the
media. In addition, several high school
students presented a fashion show
that reflected what to wear and what
not to wear to a variety of high school
functions.
With 16 female staff members and 15
senior girls volunteering to stay the
night, the GOLD program proved to be
a huge success.

Kaylee Fields, Julie Zanella (senior), Kali Rossi and
Alex Yingst enjoy tie-dying - one of the many
overnight activities.

Acts of Random Kindness Inspire and Surprise

Tyler Scanlon, Armand Dellovade, Christian Stout,
Alexa Boni, Sean Orsini and Andrew Koester
deliver baked goods and well wishes to a local
nursing home.

Students in Jessica Conforti’s tenth
grade honors English classes
recently completed a Compassion
Project after reading Mitch Albom’s
“Tuesdays with Morrie.” The
students were asked to create
community service projects that
would benefit at least three individuals in their community; the results
were inspiring.
Students delivered four carloads of
food to the Community Food Bank,
and over $1,000 was raised to benefit
various organizations including St.
Jude’s Hospital, The United Way
Family Foundation in Newtown,
Connecticut, and various local

nursing homes. Students donated gifts
to residents at the nursing homes and
played games with residents as well.
Over 125 blankets were donated to
the Three Rivers Youth and the Light
of Light Mission, and students visited
patients in Children’s Hospital and
Shadyside Hospital.
The students performed numerous
other acts of random kindness and the
feedback from the community was
overwhelming. Those touched by the
service projects expressed their
surprise and gratitude and were
generally amazed by what these
students were able to accomplish.

French Students Celebrate Mardi Gras in Grand Style
Shelley Crannell’s high school classroom was festively transformed into the French Quarter during a Mardi Gras celebration
held on February 15, 2013. Students from Crannell’s French
classes learned about French culture in America and used their
creativity to fabricate traditional, brightly-colored masks to wear
during the festival. They also participated in the celebration by
preparing delectable Cajun dishes such as gumbo, jambalaya,
Cajun roast potatoes, King’s cake, and festive rice, while learning
about the spicy flavors brought to the region by Africans. The
hands-on learning continued as students learned to dance the
Cajun quick-step and the walking waltz.
Traditional French dishes were prepared by Emma Skipper, India
Price, Emily Bower and Cassidy Lalley.



McKee Elementary School Claims Bragging Rights
to the West Allegheny Foundation Teacher’s Cup
On the evening of March 8, 2013,
the Teacher’s Cup competition
demonstrated the truly generous yet
competitive sides of the District’s
teachers and staff as they came
together to support the West
Allegheny Foundation fundraiser.
With over 70 competitors, this year’s
contest drew the most participants,
as well as the largest crowd in the
event’s six-year history.
The event lineup included dodge
ball, dress-up relay, numbers game,
pin the tie on Dr. DiSanti, and a
spirited game of musical plates.
Although the competition was close,
McKee Elementary School came out
on top and claimed the cup, with
Donaldson taking the spirit award,
and Wilson winning the best
entrance award.
Although the final results were a
huge success, the highlight of the
evening was the overwhelming
support shown to Donaldson
Elementary School teacher Tonya

Substitutes
Needed
The West Allegheny School
District is in need of
substitutes for the following
positions:
teachers and nurses; support
staff positions, including
custodians, instructional
paraprofessionals, clerical
workers, and cafeteria
workers
To apply as a substitute
teacher or nurse, please visit
the district Web site at
www.westasd.org. Select
Employment - Professional
Openings
To apply as a substitute for a
support staff position, please
visit the district Web site at
www.westasd.org. Select
Employment - Support
Openings.

Curigliano, who has been battling
cancer and was in attendance.
Teachers and staff wore t-shirts
displaying her name and she was
greeted with a thunderous round of
applause as she came onto the
court.
The night’s events were organized
by foundation members and
generated a total of $6,000 for the
foundation.
West Allegheny student Sydney
Sterner contributed to the total as
she organized a tennis tournament
for her senior project and raised
$500.
Since its inception, the West
Allegheny Foundation has distributed over $170,000 in the form of
community and teacher grants.
McKee students celebrate with their
teachers and staff as they are
awarded the Teacher’s Cup; Senior
Sydney Sterner (center) presents a
check for the foundation to Sergeant
John Bates (left) and foundation vice
president Jerry Kehm (right).

Forensics Team Displays Talent and Depth
The West Allegheny forensics team has
proven that they have what it takes to compete
at the regional, state and national levels.
Earlier in the season, nine students placed in
the Pennsylvania High School Speech League
(PHSSL) district state qualifying tournament.
Carli Cardillo placed third in Dramatic Interpretation, Lindsay McCracken placed fourth in
Congress, Savanah Buhite placed fifth in
Commentary, Maura Vulakovich placed fifth in
Humorous Interpretation, and Spencer Sinclair
and Taylor Schmac placed sixth in Duo
Interpretation.
Representing West Allegheny in state
qualifiers at Susquehanna University in March,
Vishmayaa Saravanan and Aubrey Leasure
placed first in Public Forum Debate, making
them the first students in West Allegheny
history to place as district champions for
states. In addition, Michael Shields placed
third in Congress Senate.
In national news, members Cameron Kehm,
Taylor Schmac, Spencer Sinclair, Jonathan
McKeegan, Lindsay McCracken, and Carli
Cardillo all placed in national qualifiers. In the

Catholic Forensics League (CFL) national
qualifiers, Taylor Schmac and Spencer Sinclair
placed seventh in Duo Interpretation, Jonathan
McKeegan placed eighth in Extemporaneous
Speaking, Lindsay McCracken placed sixth in
Congress, and Cameron Kehm placed fifth in
Dramatic Interpretation. They will represent
West Allegheny at CFL Nationals held in
Philadelphia at the end of May.
In the National Forensic League (NFL)
qualifying tournament, Carli Cardillo placed
sixth in Dramatic Interpretation and is the first
alternate for nationals in her category. She is
also the first West Allegheny student to qualify
for NFL Nationals.
In addition, three West Allegheny Middle
School students, Arielle Moulinie, Sarah Behr,
and Trent Michaels, represented the District in
impromptu speaking with Michaels placing
second and Behr placing fifth.
Michael Shaffer is West Allegheny forensics
head coach and speech/drama coach, along
with Michael Quinn, first assistant and debate
coach, and Michael Vattimo, second assistant
and congress coach.


Show Choir Sings for Donations
The West Allegheny High School
Show Choir used their musical talents
to raise $3,000 for the West Allegheny
Food Pantry and Alzheimer’s and
dementia research. The show choir
performed at over 20 venues this
season, including community events
and caroling throughout the community. They also performed at the Byham
Theater as an opening act for the
CLO’s “A Christmas Carol.”
A check for $1,500 was presented to
Mrs. Geri Hermann, director of the food
pantry, when she spoke to the students
about the importance of helping
neighbors in need. Fundraising efforts
were organized by show choir director
Earl Wiechelt.
Geri Hermann (front row, center) accepts a $1,500 donation on behalf of the West Allegheny
Food Pantry.

Southeast Festival Proves a Welcome Change Amid Winter Chill
Fourth grade students from McKee Elementary School were
likely wishing they lived in the southeastern part of the United
States when they studied and celebrated the region during their
Southeast Festival in February. With frigid temperatures
outside, it was warm inside the classrooms as students were
served foods indigenous to the region. Students created
colorful masks in recognition of Mardi Gras and took part in
traditional New Orleans street dances to the tune “When the
Saints Go Marching In.” They also constructed paper airplanes
in honor of the Wright brothers.
This celebration concluded a month-long study of the
Southeast region and was organized by fourth grade teachers
Jan Schade, Tammy Chiccarello, Susie Dorman and Deb
Stockhausen, along with parent volunteers.
Jan Schade’s fourth grade students Faith Pierrard, Samantha Kelsch, Kaley Joseph, Jessica Sibbet, Alyssa Conn, Vivian McVay, and
Delaney McClain create colorful Mardi Gras masks with the help of teacher Susie Dorman.

“A Celebration of Pop Culture” Showcases
the Talents of Middle School Students and Staff
Students and staff from the West Allegheny
Middle School took the stage during the 2013
Talent Show titled, “A Celebration of Pop
Culture.” Held on February 7 and 8, 2013, the
show boasted over 30 performances that
ranged from musical to dance and over 75
student performers and presenters. The event
even included a surprise guest performance by

West Allegheny school resource officer Sergeant
John Bates, who brought the house down when he
sang the country hit “Ready Set Don’t Go” with his
daughter, Char-Leigh.
The show was coordinated by middle school
teacher Dana Burrows and a host of staff and student
volunteers.

Sergeant John Bates surprises the audience when he takes the stage with his daughter Char-Leigh.



A Raven in Steeler Country?
Wilson Elementary School students happily put their football
biases aside when they were visited by Baltimore Ravens’ guard
Gino Gradkowski.
As the brother of third grade teacher Brittney Kuhn, Gradkowski
spoke with students about the importance of education and staying
on the right track while he emphasized how fortunate they were to
be in school. He also shared with the students how exciting it was
to play in and win the Super Bowl and reminded the students to
always follow their dreams.
Students Ethan Rizzardo, Megan Waugaman, Logan Zirwas, and
Matthew Mangieri from Jennifer Roger’s class suit up for
Ravens’ Gino Gradkowski’s visit.

Where in the World is Donaldson?

Creating a square mile clue are: Adison
Meister (bottom), Cory Russi (left), Ethan
McClain (right), and Carter Muirhead (top).

Fourth grade students from Donaldson
Elementary School used their creativity,
intuitiveness, and computer knowledge to
go on a digital quest. For the second year,
students participated in a webinar,
“Where in PA,” that brought five classrooms together from across the state. It
was the role of each classroom to present
clues that would help identify where their
school is located. Donaldson students
used their acting and PowerPoint skills to
present their clues through a webcam and
Blackboard software. After clues were

presented by each school, students were
allotted 25 minutes to complete their
research and pose a guess as to where the
schools were located.
This webinar supports the fourth grade
social studies curriculum and develops
valuable research skills. Beth Schultz,
school librarian, arranged participation and
prepared the students with the assistance
of technology facilitator, Leah Vestal, and
fourth grade teachers, Kim Buser, Jacqui
King, Diane Ordich and Lynanne Shaffer.

Middle School Student
Kaylee Santiago Receives a Warm Welcome Back
It has been a challenging year for West
Allegheny seventh grader Kaylee Santiago,
yet her warm smile and infectious attitude
never faded. After missing several months
due to major head surgery, she returned to a
school brimming with students and staff that
welcomed her back with open arms.
Born with Apert Syndrome, a condition that
involves distortions of the head, face, hands,
and feet, Kaylee underwent major surgery as a
newborn and recently spent 55 days in
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC
receiving a mid-face advancement to repair
affected areas. Despite medical setbacks,
Kaylee continued to joke with family and
staff. While in the hospital, West Allegheny
teachers visited her on a regular basis and
brought her what any teenager would want to
pass the time - an iPod and iTunes gift cards,
along with other gifts and donations for the

family.
Once Kaylee was
home recovering and
anxiously planning her
return to school,
teachers were planning
a welcome back day of
their own. They
arranged for students
to wear hats on her first
day back to show their
support, since she was
required to wear a hat
as well. When the day
A warm welcome greeted Kaylee Santiago on her first
finally arrived, both
day back.
staff and students met
her at the door with hand-made signs.
Those who know Kaylee are quick to comment on her ability to laugh and remain
positive even during her long hospital stay and recovery. However, it is clear that
Kaylee is the one putting smiles on the faces of everyone she meets.


West Allegheny High School Students Named
to Future Educators Association Honor Society
West Allegheny High School inducted 15 students into the Future
Educators Association (FEA) Honor Society, a distinction that recognizes the academic accomplishments of FEA’s highest achieving members. By bestowing its eligible members with FEA Honor Society
distinction, FEA strives to elevate the image of teaching by highlighting
the high-achieving students who are choosing teaching as their professional career path. To be eligible, a student must be in his/her sophomore, junior, or senior year, and maintain a cumulative scholastic average
of 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Jennifer Jones serves as the FEA faculty
advisor.
Students named to FEA Honor Society include: (front row) Taylor
Loucks, Kristi Kubatka, Taylor Hottenfeller, Liz Sible and Rachel
Lawrence; (back row) Dior Williams, Sydney Sterner, Jacie Mangold,
Tara Savisky, Amanda McGeary along with FEA advisor Jennifer Jones.
Not pictured are: Lindsay Skowron, Alexis Juzwick, Sydney Eberhardt,
Taylor James and McKenzie Johnsen.

Indian Highlights
With the close of winter sports, the West Allegheny girls
swim team finished their season with a big splash at the PIAA
state finals held March 13 and 14 at Bucknell University. Senior
Kara Kaulius took the medal podium, placing fourth in the 500
meter freestyle and sixth in the 200-meter freestyle, while the
400-meter freestyle relay team of Kaulius, sophomore Casey
Tokarski, sophomore Kiera Acitelli, and freshman Hannah
Charlton medaled for their seventh place finish. Congratulations on a great finish.
Girls swim team, state qualifiers include: (front) Megan
Wurst, Nadiya Wahl, Jenna Josey, (back) head coach Bob
Miller, Casey Tokarski, Sydney Mangis, Kara Kaulius, Kiera
Acitelli, Hannah Charlton and assistant coach Missy Kehl.
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Three educators in the western surburbs now share the title of superintendent. The three leaders -Dr. John DiSanti, Donna Belas, and Aaron Thomas -- are all residents of North Fayette Township.

Dr. John S. DiSanti
West Allegheny School District Superintendent
Dr. John S. DiSanti has been named recipient of
the 2013 Distinguished Educator Award by the
University of Pittsburgh’s Tri-State Area School
Study Council. The award was presented at the
65th Annual School Board and Distinguished
Educator Banquet March 21, 2013.
The Distinguished Educator Award acknowledges exceptional leadership by practicing
administrators, retired educators, and university
faculty who have a proven commitment to the
mission of preparing all students to make
contributions to both our democratic society and
the world community.
“Dr. DiSanti is a visionary leader who…
represents the best of our profession and has not
only shaped a great school district, but has and is
shaping education in our state and region. He is a
person of great integrity and his commitment to
his profession, his colleagues, his community, and
his students is without equal,” states Dr. Diane
Kirk, director of the Tri-State Area School Study

Council.
“Since the beginning of his tenure at West
Allegheny, Dr. DiSanti models drive, determination, and tenacity for his administrative team.
Through vision and expertise, his intensity has
enabled the West Allegheny School District to
emerge as a leader in education as students
develop skills and competencies necessary to
become productive citizens in the evolving world
of the twenty-first century,” added Dr. Chris
Assetta, assistant superintendent of curriculum
and instruction at West Allegheny School District.
DiSanti has served as the Superintendent of
Schools in the West Allegheny School District
since 2005. Prior administrative positions include
Superintendent of Derry Township School
District in Hershey and Deer Lakes School
District. Named superintendent when he was 31
years old, he holds the distinction of being one of
the country’s youngest administrators to rise to
that position.
He resides with his family in North Fayette.

Aaron Thomas and Donna Belas
On Thursday, March 21, the Cornell School District Board of
Directors appointed Cornell High School principal, Aaron
Thomas, to the superintendent's position, effective July 1.
He will replace North Fayette resident Donna Belas, who will
retire on June 30 after 41 years of service in the Cornell School
District.
Mrs. Belas' career at Cornell encompassed roles ranging from
high school English teacher to Special Education Supervisor to
high school principal to superintendent.
She stated, "I am proud that I had the opportunity to serve in
the Cornell School District. I hope that I made a difference in the
lives of children. I know they made a difference in mine."
"Although it is difficult leaving behind what has defined my
professional life for the past four decades, I am confident that
Mr. Aaron Thomas' leadership skills, integrity, and motivation
will guide him in doing what is best for the students of the
Cornell School District."
Mr. Thomas came to Cornell to teach at the high school, a
position he held for four years before becoming high school
principal in 2009. Previously, he taught at Perry Traditional
Academy in the Pittsburgh Public Schools for one year.
He resides in North Fayette Township with his wife, Casey,
and two sons, Stone, 3-1/2 years old, and Gavin, 1-1/2 years old.

The couple is expecting a third baby in April.
An avid basketball player, he said he enjoys playing the sport, which
headlined his time while attending RMU.
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Book now for NONSTOP Pittsburgh to West Palm
Beach on Southwest Airlines. The daily flight is
seasonal from February to April. Southwest also
launches NONSTOP Pittsburgh to Houston-Hobby
beginning April 14, 2013.

The first hour of parking is free in the Extended Term Parking Lot at
Pittsburgh International Airport. This is the equivalent to a cell phone
lot for drivers waiting to pick up passengers at Pittsburgh
International Airport. The first free hour is only in Extended Term
Parking, not in short term or long term. The purpose of this new
program is to respond to customers’ requests for a cell phone parking
lot and to reduce the amount of traffic at arrivals and circling the
airport roadways.
The second hour, patrons will be charged $1. After two hours, the
normal rate of $8 per day will go into effect.
Parking for the first hour in both the long term and short term lots
will remain $1. After the first hour normal parking charges will be
effective. For more information, visit www.FlyPittsburgh.com.

$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

Delta Air Lines will begin its fifth year of NONSTOP
Pittsburgh to Paris in May.

JetBlue will be adding a fourth daily NONSTOP
Pittsburgh to Boston flight beginning May 1, 2013.

$,53257+21256$1'$:$5'6
'LUHFWRURI&RPPXQLFDWLRQV$ZDUGHG356$&RPPXQLFDWRU+RQRUV
JoAnn Jenny, Director of Communications, Allegheny County Airport Authority, has been
awarded Renaissance Communicator of the Year Not-for-Profit Organization by the Pittsburgh
chapter of the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA). Jenny was honored for her
exceptional work in communicating Pittsburgh International Airport’s (PIT) messages, orchestrating the 20th anniversary celebration campaign for PIT and promoting important customer service
programs including the FlyPittsburgh.com website, the weekly low fare alerts and nonstop
Pittsburgh to Paris on Delta Air Lines.
JoAnn oversees a staff of 11, including public affairs, public relations, graphic design and
customer service professionals. Jenny was also recognized for mentoring dozens of interns
through the internship she created and counseling many students in schools and universities on
ways to succeed in public relations.

)LQDQFH'HSDUWPHQW5HFRJQL]HGIRU([FHOOHQFHLQ)LQDQFLDO5HSRUWLQJ
The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting has been awarded to the Finance Department of the
Allegheny County Airport Authority by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada
(GFOA) for its comprehensive annual financial report. The certificate of achievement is the highest form of recognition in the
area of governmental accounting and financial reporting.
The Annual Report has been judged by
an impartial panel to meet the high
standards of the program including
demonstrating a constructive spirit of
full disclosure to clearly communicate its
financial story and motivate potential
users to read the document.
“The award is one more example of
how the Airport Authority provides
excellent stewardship over our region’s
greatest assets, Pittsburgh International
Airport and Allegheny County Airport,”
said David Minnotte, Chairman,
Allegheny County Airport Authority.

+H·VD/LIH6DYHU
A major responsibility for Dan Federico’s job as an officer with the Transportation Security
Administration is to be observant, and being that way on a recent Sunday at Pittsburgh
International Airport helped to save a life.
Dan was working at Pittsburgh International Airport’s main checkpoint when he noticed a
man sitting on a bench prior to the checkpoint. Dan realized the passenger was extremely
pale and sweating. “I introduced myself by providing the passenger with my name and my
position. I explained I was an EMT as well. I asked the passenger if he needed medical
assistance and he did.”
The passenger eventually lost consciousness and appeared to have a seizure. Dan had
called for help and stayed with the passenger, taking his pulse, obtaining vitals, maintaining
his airway and observing his condition.
Shortly after, the passenger suffered cardiac arrest. An Allegheny County police officer
arrived on the scene and pulled the nearby automatic external defibrillator from its cabinet and applied it to the patient.
The Airport Authority firefighters arrived to provide CPR. The passenger eventually opened his eyes and was able to identify Dan
by name. The patient was taken by ambulance to a local hospital and was released a few days later.
“This is an example of the dedication of employees we have at Pittsburgh International Airport. Excellent teamwork helped to save
a life,” said Bradley D. Penrod, President, Allegheny County Airport Authority.
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP
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WA ALUMNUS CHOSEN FOR LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Brad Fratangelo, a 2012 graduate of West Allegheny High
School, has been selected for the Presidential Leadership
Academy at Penn State. He will be part of the Academy’s class
of 30 students beginning Fall 2013.
Selection is based on a student's academic achievements,
leadership potential, and commitment to critical thinking exhibited
during the applicant's first year at Penn State. A select group of
applicants are contacted for personal interviews with the
Academy selection committee.
Through the Presidential Leadership Academy at Penn State,
select students will develop leadership fundamentals to thrive in
an environment in which multiple dimensions of an issue are
explored, diverse viewpoints are welcomed and heard, and a fully
informed and respectful discourse ensues that leads to sound
action.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATES IN CROSSWALK
Community members,
youths, and ministers participated in this year’s Crosswalk,
held on Good Friday at noon.
The procession began at the
Shop n’ Save parking lot and
traveled along Steubenville
Pike, concluding on a hill
visible to travelers on Route
22-30 and Steubenville Pike at
the former Davis RV Center.
Pictured, Reverend Mark
Simonds, president of the
West Allegheny Ministerial
Association, leading the way
with the cross.

PHOTO BY JOHN LEE

$URXQG<RXU7RZQ

WA’s SOCCER PLAYERS MAKE ALL SECTION
LEFT: The following players from
the West Allegheny soccer team
were named to All-Section,
pictured, left to right: Gabriella
Tissue, Eric Jackson, Collin Wurst,
Josh Kolarac, Spencer Wolfe, Zach
Graziani, and Nick Jarosynski.
Along with the above being named
All-section players, Eric Jackson,
Zach Graziani, and Collin Wurst
were also named All-WPIAL. In
addition, Zach Graziani was named
an All-State player. Team coaches
are high school girls’ coach Dave
Tissue,and high school boys’ coach
Kevin Amos. PHOTO SUBMITTED
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&DUJDQ/DQGVFXOSWLQJ
,PSHULDOUHVLGHQW0LFKDHO6ZDVH\RSHQHGKLVODQGVFDSLQJDQGODZQFDUHFRPSDQ\LQIDOOFDOOHG
&DUJDQ/DQGVFXOSWLQJ+LVFRPSDQ\PRWWRLV³5RRWHGLQD5RFN6ROLG)RXQGDWLRQ´
0LFKDHOSUHYLRXVO\ZRUNHGDVDIRUHPDQDW-7/DQGVFDSLQJIRU\HDUVEHIRUHVWDUWLQJKLVRZQEXVLQHVV
+HIRFXVHVRQDGLYHUVHPHQXRIRXWGRRUVHUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJODQGVFDSHGHVLJQDQGPDLQWHQDQFHKDUGVFDSH
LQVWDOODWLRQVXFKDVSDYHUSDWLRVUHWDLQLQJZDOOVDQGVWHSVRXWGRRUOLYLQJDUUDQJHPHQWVWKDWLQFRUSRUDWHZDWHU
IHDWXUHVDQGOLJKWLQJDQGLUULJDWLRQDQGUDLQKDUYHVWPDQDJHPHQW+HFDUHVIRUKLVFXVWRPHUV¶RXWGRRUVSDFHV
ZLWKDUHJXODUVFKHGXOHRIPRZLQJIHUWLOL]LQJGHWKDWFKLQJDQGFRUHDHUDWLRQ
7RLQWURGXFHKLVVHUYLFHVWRWKHQHLJKERUKRRG0LFKDHOLVRIIHULQJWZRVSHFLDOV&XVWRPHUVFDQUHFHLYHWHQ
SHUFHQWRIID\HDUO\ODZQDQGODQGVFDSHPDLQWHQDQFHSDFNDJHZLWKDFRQWUDFW$QGKHLVFXUUHQWO\RIIHULQJD
WHQSHUFHQWGLVFRXQWRQKDUGVFDSHDQGODQGVFDSHLQVWDOODWLRQVEHJLQQLQJDW
:KHQQRWZRUNLQJRXWGRRUVIRUKLVFXVWRPHUV0LFKDHOHQMR\VVSHQGLQJWLPHZLWKKLVZLIH-RGLRI
\HDUVDQGKLVFKLOGUHQ&DUPHQDQG0RUJDQ
7RUHDFK0LFKDHOFDOO  RUHPDLOKLPDWPVZDVH\#FRPFDVWQHW

-R\'RJ)RRG
:KDW¶VROGLVQHZDJDLQ-R\3HW)RRGXQGHUQHZRZQHUVKLSLVRQFHDJDLQDYDLODEOHLQWKHDUHD,PSHULDODQG
%HDYHU$JZD\FHQWHUVKDYHMRLQHGZLWK&KLS.RKVHUIURP-R\3HW)RRGWREULQJZKDWZDVRQFHDQ2DNGDOH
VWDSOHEDFNWRWKHDUHD
&KLSQRWHVWKDWWKH\DUHFDUU\LQJDIXOOOLQHRI-R\SURGXFWVIURPWKHLURULJLQDO-R\6SHFLDO0HDOWRSURGXFWVWKDW
DUHJOXWHQIUHHDQGKDYHJOXFRVDPLQHDQGFKRQGURLWLQ IRUMRLQWKHDOWK 
$GGLWLRQDOO\DWWKH$JZD\FHQWHUVFXVWRPHUVZLOOILQGDIXOOOLQHRIZLOGELUGVHHGDQGRWKHUDQLPDOIHHGVDVZHOO
DVPDQ\ODZQDQGJDUGHQVXSSOLHV
&KHW:KHOSOH\LVRZQHURIERWKWKH,PSHULDODQG%HDYHUVWRUHV0DWW6LPPHUVPDQDJHVWKH,PSHULDOORFDWLRQ
DQG&KDG:KHOSOH\PDQDJHVWKH%HDYHUORFDWLRQ7KH$JZD\FHQWHUVZHUHVWDUWHGLQ
7RNLFNRIIWKHQHZSURGXFWV&KLSVDLGWKHVWRUHVDUHRIIHULQJRIIDQ\-R\3HW)RRG+HQRWHGWKDWYROXPH
SULFLQJLVDOVRDYDLODEOH
9LVLWWKH,PSHULDOVWRUHDW0DLQ6WUHHW,PSHULDORUWKH%HDYHUVWRUHDW6KDURQ5RDG%HDYHU
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQFDOO  

7+$1.<28²7+$1.<28²7+$1.<28
One definition of community is: Shared by all; mutual. It’s a definition that doesn’t
begin to describe this patch of God’s green earth in Allegheny County or the people,
businesses, stores, schools, churches, farms, organizations, local government offices,
the dedicated volunteers at the Pantry and Thrift Store, and more located therein.
The West Allegheny Food Pantry IS because YOU TRUST that what is donated will be
given to those who need.
When a call for help was printed in this magazine in the Autumn of 2012, the response
was, to say the least, overwhelming. The donations help do the work of feeding approximately 475 individuals and THANK YOU doesn’t even begin to express the gratitude of
that response during a “tight budget time.”
But, we still need your help!
Continued donations will keep the Food Pantry and Thrift Store working to FEED the
hungry. Neighbors Caring for Neighbors is a standard in this area. HELP us to continue
this important WORK. Doing so will GIVE others a sense of comfort and confidence that
their families have what they NEED. KIDS will go to bed with FULL tummies and MOMS
and DADS can STAY healthy. Senior Citizens can HAVE FOOD on their tables AND still
be able to get the medicines they need.
Geri Hermann – Coordinator
West Allegheny Food Pantry
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP

BY DOUG HUGHEY
PHOTOS SUBMITTED

PICTURED, LEFT TO RIGHT: Ben
Miley in 1976; the Mileys: Ben, Red,
cousin Scott, and Matt in 1972.
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“You’re crazy,” was how Matt Miley put it to his brother Red when he came to him in 1988 with an idea to
lease a racetrack in Imperial.
For as long as either brother could remember, racing had been a part of their lives, and at the center of it was their
brother Ben, who had wracked up hundreds of wins and numerous championships with his three brothers working
around him. It had all started when they were children, with their parents taking them and their other brother,
Jerry, and sister, Ty, to the Heidelberg Raceway, and with Ben racing himself as soon as he turned the requisite age
of 18.
Yet not once during those 20 years had any of the siblings ever entertained any notions about the sport being
anything more than a hobby, not even when a healthy flow of sponsorship dollars and winnings started coming in
each summer. Each had pursued careers or businesses outside racing. While Matt had gone on to work for AT&T,
and Ben for the insurance wing of The Hartford, Jerry and Red’s lines of work more closely complimented the
sport. Jerry went on to own and operate Broughers Machine Shop in Pleasant Hills, and learn how to fabricate
everything from a car body to an engine, while Red opened his own garage and eventually a truck rental company
in Carnegie.
One of the tracks that the brothers had become accustomed to was Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvania Motor Speedway
in Imperial. Not only was the speedway close by, but it sported an oval, half-mile dirt track favored by higher-end
racers. Owned and operated by Nick and Emma Garin, the track had been in existence since 1979, built with parts
from the same Heidelberg racetrack that the Miley siblings went to as children.
“Nick was a racer and a car owner and had a dream to open a speedway,” says Matt.
After the track was sold and destined to be the site of a shopping mall, the Garins began buying and moving the
Heidelberg Raceways’ assets to Imperial in 1973. For a decade, the couple pursued Nick’s dream, until Nick fell ill
in the late 1980s. That was when Red got the idea to approach Emma about buying the speedway.
“For whatever reason,” says Matt, “she never wanted to sell it.”
She did, however, offer to lease it, and that same idea Red took to Matt, who today fills a role similar to the one
that Red went on to hold at PPMS for the next two decades.
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

This summer, the Mileys will celebrate their 25th anniversary of
operating PPMS, and much as they always have, each sibling plays a
vital role in the family’s stake in the sport. Ty handles the concessions,
which Matt boasts are top notch, and ticketing staff. Jerry runs the race
teams for Ben and his son, Jared. Ben, at 62, still races, and is one of the
most winningest active drivers in Pennsylvania. After a long career with
The Hartford, Ben also handles the track’s insurance obligations and
grounds. Matt took on promotions after retiring, and Red passed away
in 2007.
Each year, the Mileys honor Red with a race, which for awhile they
called the Red Miley Memorial, until they decided that wasn’t really
fitting for a brother who used everything from fireworks to guys
jumping through flaming hoops on motorcycles to promote their track.
“We call it the Red Miley Rumble,” says Matt. “It’s one of our
biggest and best events of the year.”
*******
In the 20 years leading up to 1988, the Mileys might never have
entertained any lofty notions about racing, but that doesn’t mean they
didn’t treat it as a business.
“There was too much money not to,” says Ben.
Any money that ever came in, though, went right back into maintain-

*******
When Nick and Emma Garin first opened their speedway in 1979,
and the Mileys began leasing it in 1988, racing had yet to capture the
public’s attention in the way it has since. Now, racing has a growing
national audience thanks to NASCAR’s television contracts with
ESPN, and a marketing campaign that’s taken a lesson from Tiger
Woods and utilized Danica Patrick to reach out to an ever wider and
more diverse fan base.
Though numerous raceways have always operated in the Pittsburgh
region, that has less to do with money than a raw passion for the sport,
says Ben.
“The people you see who own raceways,” he says, “you know those
are people who are passionate about racing.”
That could explain why Emma never wanted to sell the racetrack that
she and her husband built, or why Red had the inkling he did. Once the
Mileys were in it, though, the business savvy and connections they’d
made became essential.
“I don’t know if we would have survived if we didn’t have the
business experience we did with racing,” says Ben.
A marketing campaign that Red concocted included getting licensed to
set off his own fireworks and booking monster trucks and daredevil

PICTURED,
LEFT TO
RIGHT: Red
and Jared
Miley with
Red’s #99
car in 2004;
Ben with his
mother,
Bertha Miley;
the Miley
family; Red’s
last victory
lap with his
team in 2006.

ing, upgrading, transporting, and running a racecar.
“During the week you come home at night and work on your car,”
says Ben, “and then on the weekend you go and race.”
It had been like that since day one, when Red bought a 1960 Chevy in
1969 at the gas station where he was earning about $.80 per hour.
Sinking every penny they had into it, the brothers rebuilt the car in their
parents’ garage into what is commonly referred to as a figure 8 car,
which newbie drivers get their wings by racing on a figure 8 track. The
Mileys’ first race was on such a track at the Greater Pittsburgh
Speedway in Imperial, not far from where they operate today.
A year later, the brothers bought a 1962 Chevy and graduated to an
oval dirt track in the North Hills. By 1973, they were racing a soupedup, 1964 Chevy Chevelle in the Late Model division, which is the same
division they race in today.
By that time, the brothers were also competing in four races per week,
almost exclusively on dirt tracks, and landing sponsorship deals. One
with Colussy Chevrolet in Bridgeville, says Ben, is among their most
significant and longest lasting. Networking was key to many of those
deals, says Ben, and right in the middle of that was Red.
“Red always got us money to race,” says Ben.
By the time Red got the idea to lease PPMS, he and Ben were in the
middle of building onto Red’s garage to accommodate a new truck rental
business. It was February, and their contractor had abandoned them in
the middle of the job. To make a realistic go at running PPMS, they
would need to start holding races in two months.
“The first thing I asked him was which racetrack,” says Ben. “The
second thing I asked him was, why?”

motorcyclists. Ben points out that he set up the track’s website long
before any of them had thought about the necessity of such a thing, and
brokered numerous deals, including one with Toyota, that got them a
service truck and lead car.
After a decade of running PPMS, and Emma still not wanting to sell,
Red went off on his own and bought the Motordrome speedway in
Smithton. A few years later, Emma passed away, and the Garin family
sold PPMS to the Mileys. By that time, Red was in the midst of a
losing battle against melanoma. He passed away the following year.
It was not how the Miley siblings had envisioned their first year of
finally owning the track they had run together for so many years. The
following season dealt them another blow when the stock market
crashed, but PPMS survived.
Now, the Mileys are competing for entertainment dollars by offering
what Matt calls affordable family fun, which gets families spending
Saturday nights together much in the same way his family did when
they were kids. Matt says PPMS’ races feature everything from 13year-olds racing figure 8 cars to sprint cars that can reach 160 miles per
hour, and championship races with a $25,000 payout. They even
incorporate public service with events like Autism night, and notes
they’re seeing an influx of female drivers in recent years in just about
every division. As they gear up for this season, PPMS has events
scheduled for every Saturday through October.
“Red got this thing going,” says Matt, “but he didn’t leave us
anything we couldn’t handle.”
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP

BY JOCELYN GRECKO
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For over the past 20 years, Pastor Ted Chapman has been a
driving force of faith in the West Allegheny community – serving,
teaching, and guiding others – all essential parts of what he
considers his mission, showing others the love of God. In years of
ministry, Pastor Ted has had the
unique responsibility of sharing his
faith with a community he has
always called “home.”
Clinton Wesleyan Church is home
to nearly 150 people. While it may
seem small in size, Pastor Ted makes
sure his church takes on large
responsibilities of helping those in
his community and beyond. The
communal feel of his church is what
drives its charitable members’
actions.
The love of community begins
with Pastor Ted, who was born and
raised in Clinton. He explained that
the West Allegheny community
played an important role in his faith
formation years ago. He grew up
attending mass at St. Columbkille in
Imperial but explained that he would
attend other churches like Clinton
Presbyterian for youth ministry
activities. He recalled how at the
early age of ten he came to understand the grace of God. “I went to a
Christian concert at West Allegheny… For the first time, I understood that Christ died on the cross
for my sins.”
“My point of conversion was at
the West Allegheny auditorium,” he said. Although a serious faith
formation opportunity, Pastor Ted couldn’t help but laugh,
thinking back at how he came to his realization in the school
auditorium.
Ever since that early age, he desired to put his faith into action
by taking part in church youth groups. “At the age of 12, I felt
called to be a pastor,” he said. “It’s funny because all the kids
would come to the Wesleyan Church and we’d play – we’d
actually play church… I usually was the pastor,” he laughed.
In the years that followed, Pastor Ted went on to study at United
Wesleyan College and Indiana Wesleyan University. After
completing his studies, he spent three years working in a church
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

forming in Westmoreland, Pennsylvania. However, it didn’t
take him long to journey back to Clinton Wesleyan. Only this
time he wasn’t going to “play” pastor – he was going to
actually be the pastor.
Now, after over 20 years at Clinton
Wesleyan, Pastor Ted has helped
grow the church and deepen the
spiritual lives of area residents. “We
try to give back, it’s absolutely
wonderful,” he said with a smile.
Pastor Ted explained that one of
the missions of the Wesleyan
Church is to serve others and bring
Christ to all people. He has made
that an important mission of his
church. With two mission trips each
year, Clinton Wesleyan takes about
24 people – nearly half are youth
members – to serve the poor at the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota. “We want to show those
who are less fortunate that God
truly does love them. We want to
give witness,” he said.
In addition to this work, he and
other members of church make a
trip to Haiti each year. “Our church
is very mission minded, not only
toward helping kids but helping
other cultures,” he explained.
Even with the planning involved
in Pastor Ted’s mission trips, he
never loses sight of his people –
making sure there is always
something to help nurture their
faith. “Wednesday night is family night, and Friday afternoon
there is a prayer meeting. There’s Vacation Bible School for the
Children and ministry to the shut-ins.”
“We do a lot of praying,” he said, indicating that outreach
and ministry at Clinton Wesleyan extend beyond the walls of
the church. “There are prayer chains for the people who call in
with a prayer request, even for people outside of our church.”
“It has been a real blessing to serve here,” he said. “Growing
up here, my heart is for this place. As long as I’m here, I’m
going to serve to the best of my ability.”

Welcoming
Interim Pastor Ben Robbins
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BY SARAH SLOBODA

+RZWR3ODQD*UHDW)DPLO\3KRWR6KRRW
,EHOLHYHWKHZD\WRORRN\RXUEHVWLVWRIHHO\RXUEHVW0\MREDVDSKRWRMRXUQDOLVWVW\OHSKRWRJUDSKHULVWRFDSWXUHSHRSOHDVWKH\UHDOO\DUH±DV
RSSRVHGWRFRYHULQJWKLQJVXSZLWKPDNHXSRU3KRWRVKRS6RWKDWPHDQVWDNLQJJUHDWFDUHRI\RXUVHOIDQG\RXUIDPLO\LVWKHEHVWZD\WRSODQIRU
JRUJHRXVSKRWRV
+HUHDUHP\WLSVWRPDNHDSURIHVVLRQDOSKRWRVHVVLRQJRVPRRWKO\

+\GUDWHDQGUHVW'ULQNORWVRIZDWHUHDWOHDQSURWHLQVFXWGRZQ
RQFDIIHLQHDQGVXJDUDQGJHWSOHQW\RIUHVWWKHZHHNEHIRUH2QWKH
PRUQLQJRIWKHVKRRWPDNHVXUHHYHU\RQHHDWVDEUHDNIDVWULFKLQSURWHLQV
DQGIUXLWV

%UHDWKH,RIWHQKDYHWRUHPLQGP\FOLHQWVWREUHDWKHGXULQJWKHLU

SKRWRVHVVLRQV:HJUHZXSEHLQJWROGWR³KROGVWLOO´IRUWKHFDPHUDVRWKLV
LVQ¶WXQXVXDO%XWDV\RXUOXQJVVWUDLQ\RXUIDFHVWLIIHQVZKLFKLVQ¶WUHDOO\
\RX6R,VXJJHVWQLFHGHHSEUHDWKVDVRIWHQDV\RXUHPHPEHU

6HWWKHWRQH3KRWRJUDSK\LVDWLWVEHVWZKHQVXEMHFWVKDYHORWV
RIHQHUJ\7KHFDPHUDORYHVIUHHH[SUHVVLRQV7U\SXWWLQJDKDSS\QHZ
SOD\OLVWRQ\RXUL3KRQHDQGSOD\LWIRU\RXUVKRRW

+DYHIXQ%HDZHHELWSHUPLVVLYH-XVWWKLVRQFHOHWWKHNLGV

MXPSRQWKHEHG%ULQJWKHGRJLQIRUDIHZVKRWV,I\RXUNLGVDUHLQDVLOO\
PRRGWU\WRMRLQWKHP%\JRRILQJRII\RX¶OOFDWFKWKHPRIIJXDUG±WKHUH¶V
QRWKLQJPRUHDPXVLQJWRDFKLOGWKDQKLVRUKHURZQSDUHQWVOHWWLQJORRVH

This information is provided courtesy of Sarah Sloboda, Sarah Sloboda Photography. She is a premier rock-n-roll style kids’ photographer. Her Family
Photo Tour lands in Pittsburgh April 27 and 28. Visit http://sarahsloboda.com for more information or to book a session.
Learning Curves is provided as a service to advertisers of Allegheny West Magazine to share educational and/or informational knowledge with the
readership. To inquire, call (724) 695-3968.
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0XQLFLSDO5RXQGXS
7RZQVKLSRI)LQGOD\5HFRJQL]HG$PRQJ)LUVW
WR%HFRPHD&HUWLILHG6XVWDLQDEOH0XQLFLSDOLW\
In February, Findlay Township announced it is among
the first municipalities to become certified through the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Sustainable Community
Essentials Certification program. Findlay Township was
recognized at the silver level of certification for meeting
the program's rigorous performance criteria which tracks
131 policies and practices that define a sustainable
community.
The Sustainable Community Essentials Certification,
developed by Sustainable Pittsburgh, is designed for
municipalities that are working to save money, conserve
resources, and serve vibrant communities. It applauds
municipalities for their demonstrated commitment and
sustainability performance.
In earning the silver certification, Findlay Township is
acknowledged for its progress in addressing such areas as
community design and land use, energy efficiency, health
and wellness, mitigating blight, intergovernmental cooperation, recycling and waste reduction, fiscal controls, and
internal management and operations.
"Findlay Township is proud to be recognized as a Silver
Certified Community by the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Sustainable Community Essentials Certification Program,"
said the township’s Board of Supervisors. Findlay Township has a long history of commitment to saving taxpayer
dollars, using resources efficiently, and applying best

practices in municipal government and community development. We are pleased to be recognized and be part of the
regional community of good government."
"We are delighted to see Findlay Township distinguished
among local governments that are leading the way in
applying sustainability to both their operations and management as well as within the community," said Court Gould,
Executive Director of Sustainable Pittsburgh.
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Sustainable Community
Essentials Certification is intended to bring recognition to
municipalities in the region that are applying the policy and
practice of sustainability as their way of operating in order
to advance community prosperity. It also serves as a
mechanism for sharing best practices for creating a more
sustainable southwestern Pennsylvania.
Details about Findlay Township’s certification performance can be found by linking to
www.sustainablecommunityessentials.org.
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit, Sustainable Pittsburgh (SP) affects
decision-making for the Pittsburgh region to integrate
economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality,
bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Over the past 15 years, SP has proven adept at
building coalitions for change on issues that get at the heart
of sustainability for southwestern Pennsylvania.
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A Workcamp is coming to West Allegheny!
A local team has been formed to serve as the cosponsor for the West
Allegheny Workcamp 2014. The dates for the camp are June 22-28,
2014. The West Allegheny School Board has already shown support
by agreeing to host the camp at the West Allegheny Middle School for
the first of what’s hoped to be many camps to come.
So, what, exactly, is a Workcamp? It’s a week dedicated to bringing
together 400-450 youth and adult participants locally and around the
country who spend their time in the community engaging in simple
acts of kindness through a variety of projects.
Participants pay for their own travel to/from camp as well as pay a
registration fee, which covers the cost of food, lodging, programming,
insurance, and a portion of the project materials. All participants are
matched with a small crew that typically consists of one adult and five
youths. Youth groups are split up to work with participants from
other groups providing them with the opportunity to make new
friends from across the nation.
For example, they build wheelchair ramps, mend porches, paint, and
perform other simple, yet meaningful, home as well as community
repairs. They give freely of their hard work and time. Depending on
the number of participants, they are able to complete work on
approximately 65-70 projects that are selected by local cosponsors.
Group Workcamps® began in response to an incredible need. In July
of 1976, more than 12 inches of rain fell in three hours near Loveland,
Colorado…flooding the Big Thompson River. The river
raged…destroying houses, washing away roads, and killing over 140
people. It was a tragic day for the people of the area.
In response, the staff of Group Magazine put out a call for help.
Church youth groups were asked to come and rebuild local homes and
the lives of those affected. Over 300 youths and their adult leaders
showed up ready to serve the residents of the Big Thompson Canyon.
But, as they began to help local residents it was the spiritual growththe boost in faith of the campers-that made the biggest impact on
everyone involved.
The idea for the project was hatched by Jeff Lutz and Don Steward
of Crossroads Church. Jeff said he had been thinking about it for a long
time, and saw the church’s annual weekend community blitz, Focus,
expanding into something more.
“We want this to be a great camp for the community and be a great

experience for everyone,” he said.
In neighboring Washington County, Gary Lucas of Canonsburg
coordinated a similar project for his community.
West Allegheny Workcamp has established a web site where more
information is available, sites.google.com/site/westaworkcamp. To
ensure these home repairs are at no-cost to qualified residents and to
provide the other needs of such a camp, a heady goal is ahead of them.
Jeff said they need to engage community volunteers to raise about
$40,000. The West Allegheny Ministerial Association (WAMA), a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, has embraced the idea and has agreed
to serve as the fiscal sponsor, so that donations to the Workcamp
through WAMA will be tax-deductible.
In 2001, a project to build a home for the Bouchon family under the
guidance of Hosanna Industries in Butler County successfully garnered
the enthusiasm and support of more than 400 community volunteers
and many of the churches in the WAMA. At that time, volunteers held
fundraisers to raise the money for the home, bringing more than $30,000
in over a one-year period to pay for the home, landscaping, and other
needed items.
West Allegheny Workcamp takes the concept to a level that involves
many volunteers, once again, but also engages those involved in dozens
of community projects, thus reaching out to a broad base of community
and building bridges with many neighbors.
West Allegheny Workcamp’s board of directors has been established to
implement the project during the coming year. They are: Don Steward,
president and acting secretary; Jeff Lutz, vice-president; Jim Bruni,
treasurer; and members Tom Bayly, Susie Dorman, Cliff Elicker, and
Geri Hermann.
A lot of work needs to be done between now and next June 2014. Jeff
and Don are both ready for the challenge, eager to involve others across
the community who have similar enthusiasm, and confident that the
generosity and spirit of the West Allegheny community will rise to the
occasion.
Anyone with a desire to work on a team, to help raise
funds, or to coordinate a part of West Allegheny
Workcamp, contact Don Steward by e-mail,
dlsteward@westaworkcamp.org.
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LOCAL COMPANY PROFILED AS SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS STORY
Each week, the Pittsburgh Business Times features a small business success story. In
February, the Times featured Clinton-based hazardous materials consulting and training
company, Transportation Compliance Associates, Inc. The piece noted TCA’s growth
over the past year in its Small Business section, highlighting the growth of the company
since 2005, when it was formed by owners Mike and Karen Alston.
Over the past year, TCA’s revenue has grown to $3 million from $1.4 million the
previous year. TCA notes this has been achieved by offering new services, regulatory
compliance programs, training, and consulting efforts. The feature comes at an appropriate time, as TCA is at the forefront of educating clients about OSHA’s implementation of
the Globally Harmonized System (GHS). TCA says their proactive approach to regulatory
compliance calls for them to work with the public and educate others about GHS. TCA
began offering online GHS trainings at the beginning of the year.
Working with hazardous materials is something that sets TCA apart as a company, but
so does their status as a woman and veteran-owned small business.
“Although we are a small business, our achievements as a company have been
anything but small,” said Jack Alston, TCA’s Manager of Business Development. “TCA
has successfully developed lasting partnerships in efforts to help others achieve
compliance safety. We look forward to continuing our efforts.”
CPAC DANCERS TAKE AWARDS AT SHOWSTOPPERS COMPETITION

RIGHT: Students from the
Carnegie Performing Arts
Center received recognition at
the recent Showstoppers
competition. Left to right:
Stephanie Hrabar, Adrienne
Elion, Gabrielle Prevade, and
Kathleen Walter.
PHOTO SUBMITTED

In Pittsburgh last month, Carnegie Performing Arts Center competed against dozens of
dance studios from around the state and area for prestigious top honors at Showstopper,
the largest Dance Competition in the country. Their entries placed as follows:
"Blue" received ninth place overall in Teen Advanced Duet/Trio. "Ricky" received fifth
place overall in Senior Advanced Small, and Carnegie Performing Arts Center received
one platinum award and two gold awards. This qualifies them to go to the Showstopper
National Finals in either Sandusky, Myrtle Beach, Anaheim, or Galveston this summer.
WA HOCKEY
PLAYERS MAKE ALL-STAR TEAM
West Allegheny varsity hockey team
members Matt Grebosky and Jess Ligas,
left, both competed in the 2013 Class AA
Southwest Conference All-Star Team in
February at the RMU Island Sports
Center. Unfortunately for Grebosky and
Ligas, their team lost to the Northeast
Conference All-Star team, 7-4. PHOTO
SUBMITTED
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Home maintenance and yard work should not fit
into the “important” or “celebrate” category of one’s
life. For this reason, Epcon Homes and Communities is
introducing its newest single-level and lowmaintenance living community, The Courtyards at the
Preserves, to North Fayette Township.
“We offer a low-maintenance lifestyle and home to
those who are looking to simplify,” says Lisa
Scarmazzi, who, along with her husband, Paul, are
owners of Hawthorne Partners, Inc., the Pittsburghbased Epcon franchisee. “Our residents range from
active retirees and single again adults to young
professionals; anyone looking for more time to do the
things they want to do, not have to do!”
A total of 22 EnergyStar carriage/patio homes will be

featured in Phase I at The Courtyards at the Preserves and will
range in size from approximately 1,600 to 2,009-square-feet. Each
detached home features two bedrooms, two baths, large open
living, dining and kitchen space, laundry room, and an oversized
2.5-car garage, all located on one floor. Outdoor living is
enhanced by a standard private courtyard or deck, visible from all
rooms of the home, and optional bonus suites provide additional
bedroom and living space. A monthly maintenance fee will cover
lawn services for each homeowner, including mowing, shoveling,
and seasonal mulching. Home pricing starts at $237,900.
Construction has now begun on the new carriage homes at The
Courtyards at the Preserves. For additional information, visit
www.epconcommunities.com or call (412) 548-3298.
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Last summer, as Representative Matt Smith was vying for the
37th district’s Senatorial seat being vacated by John Pippy, one
of his stops on the campaign trail included the North Fayette
Fair at Donaldson Park.
The representative from Mt. Lebanon spent much of that day
with local supervisors Jim Morosetti and J.R. Mangan, shaking
hands with residents in the aisles
between tents set up by local businesses
and organizations. At one point, J.R.
convinced Matt to sign up for the fair’s
5K race, without bothering to mention
that it started at the bottom of the
quarter-mile, monster of a hill leading up
the park.
“Halfway up when I turned the
corner,” says Matt, “I knew I was in
trouble.”
Four months later, Representative
Smith defeated Republican opponent
D. Raja while riding positions on a
range of issues from education to Act
13, his established popularity in the
South Hills, and quite possibly his
willingness to sprint up a hill in the
sweltering July heat just because a
local supervisor suggested it.
Since taking office, the newly minted
senator points to a number of ways that his office is continuing
to reach out to his new constituency. He’s been meeting with
local officials, taking bus tours with local supervisors to assess
infrastructure needs, and bringing in ways to protect the
interests of the area’s growing senior citizen population.
“Moving on,” he says, “we’re focused on jobs and economic
development.”
In the airport region, he says that means continuing to build
and improve infrastructure. He supports the southern beltway
project, which has been green lighted by the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, but is still searching for the
necessary funding. The project, which would link the airport to
Canonsburg via the Findlay Connector, Senator Smith says
would facilitate development in outlying areas. He compares it
to how the Parkway spurred development in Robinson Township, and characterizes the airport corridor as the “right way” to
make an area “hospitable to private development and business.”
He also points to the importance of the 911th Airlift Wing in
Moon, which the Air Force has tried repeatedly to close.
“One of the first things we did was go over to the 911th and
171st [Air Refueling Wing],” says the Senator who grew up in
Mt. Lebanon and graduated from Duquense Law School.
Like his recent opponent, the senator currently still resides in
Mt. Lebanon, along with his wife, two daughters, and son.
Defenders of the 911th have cited its vital economic role in the

area and a unique partnership with Pittsburgh International that
cuts operating costs. In February, Senator Smith hailed a
decision by Governor Tom Corbett to allocate $200,000 in his
budget proposal to study the economic impact of the 911th, and
a subsequent decision by the Air Force to continue operating
the base at least through 2014.
The Senator, however, called another portion of the
governor’s budget that makes
modest contributions to education in exchange for limiting
teachers’ pension benefits
woefully “insufficient.” He says
this forces schools to generate
revenue by levying more taxes on
families already shouldered with
school-related fees.
Saying he’s a big supporter of
early childhood education, he calls
the proposal “an abdication of the
state’s responsibilities,” and says
he would instead like to see
corporate tax loopholes closed,
which would help lower the tax rate
for all businesses, including small
businesses currently paying a 9%
rate. He’d also like to see a severance tax on natural gas produced in
Pennsylvania. As a member of the House, he voted against Act
13, which limits communities’ zoning rights in exchange for a
smaller, localized fee. The legality of the act is currently being
weighed by the state Supreme Court.
He also did not support outsourcing the Pennsylvania Lottery,
a move that was scrapped after it was deigned illegal by the
Attorney General. He says he knows of a number of senior
citizens who were worried about what the sale of the lottery
might mean for them.
“They were going to add Keno to boost revenue,” says the
Senator. “That needs to go through the legislature. Use the
existing agencies and feed prescription programs. Don’t risk
these programs.”
In Mt. Lebanon, the Senator says his office has long worked
to supply services to seniors. They’ve held programs that
educate seniors on how to avoid identity theft, and clinics to
offer flu shot vaccinations. One at the Galleria in Mt. Lebanon
last year attracted around 1,200 seniors, he says. This year, he’s
looking forward to hosting that event again in the South Hills
and participating in another at the Crowne Plaza with Representative Mark Mustio. They worked together on a number of
issues when they were both in the house, he says. Now that
they’re both representing the same area, he’s looking forward to
reaching across the aisle to work together again.
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LEFT: Senator
Matt Smith, Eagle
Scout James
Volk, and State
Representative
Mark Mustio.
PHOTO SUBMITTED

NEW EAGLE SCOUTS NAMED
In February, James Volk became Boy Scout Troop 830's 34th
Eagle Scout at a Court of Honor ceremony held at the Clinton
United Presbyterian Church. In appreciation of Clinton UP
Church's support, James' project consisted of removing and
replacing nearly 400 feet of deteriorating railroad ties that serve
as a barrier between the church yard and parking lot. During the
ceremony, presentations were made by State Representative
Mark Mustio, State Senator Matt Smith, Findlay Township
Supervisor Tom Gallant, and The Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons.
Also, Troop 248 announced its 80th Eagle Scout, Peter M.
Cochran in the troop’s 80-year history. For his Eagle Scout
service project, he raised funds and installed a AED unit in the
Oakdale Community Center.
He was honored at an Eagle Scout presentation, along with two
fellow troop members who also earned the honor of Eagle Scout,
Matthew Ferruzza and Tyler Wesley, in February.
WA HOME OF THREE KEAN QUEST FINALISTS
The West Allegheny community is home of three finalists from
this year’s Kean Quest Talent Search competition.
Findlay Township resident Kiersten Kelly received the Audience
Choice Award during the second semi-final round. She is a junior at
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School in Midland. Read
Kiersten’s amazing story in this issue of the magazine on page 64.
Eleven-year-old Shane Treloar also received the Audience Choice
Award during the semi-final round. Shane is a sixth grader at West
Allegheny Middle School.
Shane’s latest honor comes on the heals of an invitation by
casting director Nora Brennan to come to New York City to
audition for a role in “Billy Elliott. Shane is a student at Broadway
Dance Studio and Performing Arts in Robinson.
Oakdale resident Christina Trocchio attends seventh grade at
St. Malachy School. Along with singing, her hobbies include
cheerleading and playing the piano.
The finals were scheduled to be held on April 5.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Shane Treloar, Kiersten Kelly, and Christina Trocchio.
$OOHJKHQ\:HVW0DJD]LQH$SULO0D\

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP

THE WHITE TUXEDO
For those who missed last year’s West Allegheny Athletic Hall
of Fame Banquet, there is still an opportunity to bear witness to
committee chairman Bob Brozovich decked out in a white tuxedo
as he oversees this year’s banquet proceedings. WA 1958 grad
Bill Gamble will again act as the master-of-ceremonies.
There will be a distinct military presence to this year’s 2013
induction ceremonies. Among the seven honorees is a retired
United States Navy Rear Admiral, a U.S. Marine fighter pilot, and
an Air Force Fighter/Bomber pilot.
LOGAN HIMICH SETS LIFTING RECORD
Penn State University sophomore Logan Himich, a 2011
graduate of West Allegheny, qualified for the Collegiate
Powerlifting Championships, to be held in Killeen, Texas, on April
12 through 14.
Logan placed third in her weight class (158-pound weight class,
Girls Junior) at the Eastern Collegiate Championships in January.
Her third-place finish qualified her to compete nationally. At the
Eastern Finals, she set a new record for squat in her weight class
when she peaked out at 145 pounds.
In her senior year at West Allegheny, Logan was the recipient of
the Wendy’s High School Heisman Award. The award is the chain
restaurant’s way of recognizing scholastic and athletic endeavors,
as well as citizenship on a local, area, and national basis.
“I loved to lift on my own all through high school and my
freshman year. A couple of girls in my classes were on the Penn
State team and talked me into giving it a try even though it was a
different approach to lifting than I was used to,” said Logan.
Logan began lifting in high school to help increase her strength
and durability as a basketball player. She was a two-year letter
winner at the hoops game, but a knee injury hampered her in her
junior year. WA assistant athletic trainer Matt Triebsch remembers how diligent she was in her lifting program to rehabilitate the
knee.
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Logan has been diagnosed as a class 1 diabetic and takes shots
daily. She considers lifting an aid that helps control her sugar
imbalance.
No matter what the scoreboard results show at the national
championship, the Nittany Lions can be proud of their representative in the 158-pound weight class.
SCOTTIE AND THE BUZZ
Former WA athletes Scott Patterson and Tim ‘Buzz’ Bruzdewicz
were both baseball pitchers, and were paid to play baseball; if
you will, both were professionals at the sport.
Tim (WA ‘85) preceded Scott (WA ‘97) by more than a decade
at WA, but both are remembered for their all-star-like high school
and college careers prior to turning professional.
Both Tim and Scott set numerous high school and college
records. Scott still holds the WA strike-out record.
Tim was inducted into the Allegheny College Hall of Fame in
1999.
Scott has been known throughout his 12-year professional
career as a hard throwing right-hander whose fastball, while he
was in his prime, was in the nineties on the radar gun. Tim was a
lefthander and more of a curveball finesse pitcher.
Tim was drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays in 1988 and spent
three years in their minor league system. He was picked up by
Kansas City after being put on the waiver list, but resigned with
Toronto and finished his professional career in their minor league
system.
In 2012, Tim was hired as an assistant coach at West Allegheny.
He had spent the previous two decades playing, coaching, and
managing in several age brackets of amateur baseball, and in the
Greater Pittsburgh Federation League.
“We are glad to have Buzz on our staff here finally. I had been
trying to get him to join us ever since he came back to town,”
said WA head coach Bryan Cornell at an Indiana preseason
indoor practice session in March.
Patterson is probably in the twilight of a 12-year career in

professional baseball. He was
under contract to five different
major league organizations
beginning in 2002. He also
pitched in South America
during the off-season and will
probably do so again this
season.
Scott appeared in seven
games in 2008 while pitching
for the New York Yankees and
San Diego Padres.
Scott’s talent is such that he
was chosen to pitch for the
United States team in the 2011
Pan-American Games. He also
pitched for the USA team in
the Baseball World Cup that
year. Both the Pan Am and
national teams brought home
medals.
“Scott and I kept in touch
over the years by phone. He
lives out in Illinois now where
his wife is from but we usually
get together when he comes
home to Oakdale,” said Coach
Cornell.
Scott and Buzz, a couple of
young men that have since
earned the title of old pros.
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Pittsburgh Technical Institute is investing in a 15,392-squarefoot steel structure to serve as headquarters for programs in
Welding Technology, HVAC, and Oil and Gas Electronics. PTI
President Greg DeFeo shared information about the college’s new
offerings, including the announcement of a new degree in Oil &
Gas Electronics, at a groundbreaking held on PTI’s campus on
February 26.
“Research suggests a high demand in Western Pennsylvania for
electronics professionals at compressor stations, at energy
facilities, and on pipeline projects who have the skills to monitor
the extraction, storage, and transmission of this natural resource,”
said DeFeo.
PTI is enrolling now for the Oil & Gas Electronics program, set
to begin in July 2013 and the Welding Technology program, which
begins in October 2013. Student interest and employer reaction to
PTI’s new programs has been strong. Student enrollment is
building faster than anticipated, and the college’s Career Services
Department has been receiving requests from employers for both
interns and graduates
The Energy Technology Center at PTI is scheduled for
completion in time for fall 2013 classes. It has been designed by
Felix A. Cardella, III, of TKA Architects. The general contractor for

the $3.5 million project is Franjo Construction. Labs designed to
support Welding and HVAC programs include high-bay spaces
averaging 24 feet in height. PTI’s Energy Technology Center will
include general classrooms, faculty offices, meeting rooms, a
two-story plaza lobby, a walkway linking the building to the
campus’ main building and student apartments, and a rain garden
located on the building’s west side.
The facility will feature three distinct labs with nearly $1 million
of state-of-the-industry equipment designed for hands-on learning
in Welding, HVAC, and electronic equipment specific to the oil and
gas industry.
The project is made possible in part by a $750,000 grant from the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Redevelopment Assistance
Capital Program (RACP) designed for the acquisition and
construction of regional economic, cultural, civic, and historical
improvement projects.
“PTI has been part of our region’s industrial history for more
than 60 years,” said Bill Flanagan, Vice President of the Allegheny
Conference on Community Development, who also spoke at the
groundbreaking. “Investing in its new programs and the Energy
Tech Center, PTI becomes centrally aligned to the high-demand
jobs in all seven energy sectors for the future of Western
Pennsylvania.”

BELOW: Bill Flanagan, Executive Vice President, Allegheny Conference on Community Development; Nate Nevala, Field Director; Congressman Tim
Murphy; Felix Cardella, President, TKA Architects; Greg DeFeo, President, Pittsburgh Technical Institute; Joe Leonello Jr., Vice President, FRANJO
Construction; Robert Johnson, Deputy Director, Office of the Governor; Chuck Cubelic, Vice President, Pittsburgh Technical Institute; George Pry,
Executive Vice President, Pittsburgh Technical Institute.
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Seven individuals are among this year’s inductees into the West
Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame.
The class includes Christine Taranto, Michael Craig, Tyler Palko,
Mike Polidor, Guy Rippole, James J. Quinn, and Mitchell Zalnasky.
Ms. Taranto was a P.I.A.A. state champion in cross country. She
also was a W.P.I.A.L. champion. She also enjoyed success as a
swimmer early in her high school career. She excelled at the Naval
Academy and continues to serve. She is a 2003 graduate of West
Allegheny High School.
Mr. Craig graduated in 2001, distinguishing himself as captain of
the PIAA championship football team that season. A two-time Big
Seven Conference linebacker, he went on to captain the St. Francis
University football team after graduating from West Allegheny. He
has been involved in many charitable causes as an adult, some of
which include Make-A-Wish, Relay for Life, and mission work.
Tyler Palko is a 2001 graduate of West Allegheny High School,
having guided the Indians to three WPIAL titles and one state
championship while there. A three-time winner of the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette WPIAL AAA Player of the Year, he was also named
Associated Press Pennsylvania Big School Player of the Year. A
four-year letter earner at the University of Pittsburgh, Tyler went on
to play in the NFL with New Orleans, Arizona, Pittsburgh, and
Kansas City.
A 1999 graduate of West Allegheny, Mike Polidor excelled as a
goalie during his four years of high school. In addition, he lettered
two years in cross country. During his time in net, he was the
leading goalie in the SHIHL and named to the Pittsburgh PostGazette’s Stellar Six in 1998. Having backstopped the Air Force

Academy, he has gone on to become a highly decorated Air Force
pilot.
“Defense wins Championships.” Coach Guy Rippole will be
inducted posthumously as the architect of a defense and a guiding
force in helping to make West Allegheny football the successful
program that it is today. With four WPIAL titles and one state title,
his relationships with players as a friend, mentor, and coach are
remembered to this day around the program. The team has an award
named after him that is handed out yearly.
James J. Quinn is a 1970 graduate who lettered in four sports during
his career. He quarterbacked the first Black Hills Championship
football team in 1969 and played baseball for the Little Pirates. He
was awarded an appointment to the Naval Academy and lettered four
years in baseball while there. He reached the rank of rear admiral
during his 29 years in the Navy.
Having graduated in 1962, Mitchell Zalnasky lettered in football,
basketball, and baseball. After two years as a starting tight end at Pitt,
he was drafted by the Washington Redskins, spending a year on their
taxi squad. He then moved on to the CFL, where he played for the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers. He is a member of their Hall of Fame and
has been broadcasting their games for 37 years.
Induction ceremonies for the Hall of Fame will be held at the
Cornerstone at Tonidale on Saturday, May 18, at 6 p.m. Tickets are
$35 per person. Proceeds from the event benefit P.A.L.S. of North
Fayette Township, providing recreational opportunities and support
for children with special needs and their families.
For ticket information contact North Fayette Parks and Recreation
at (724) 693-3118 or e-mail rbrozovich@north-fayette.com.
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WESTERN ALLEGHENY
COMMUNITY LIBRARY HOSTS KNIT THE
BRIDGE
The Western Allegheny Community Library hosted a knitting
workshop last month to contribute colorful panels to the
grassroots, community-led arts project, Knit the Bridge.
The goal of Knit the Bridge is to bring the communities in
Pittsburgh and Southwestern Pennsylvania together by
creating a community-made, installed, and supported public art
project; a large-scale, aesthetically stunning fiber-arts installation on a bridge in downtown Pittsburgh. Knitters, crochet
enthusiasts, and knitting novices alike worked together at the
library to contribute eight-inch squares representing the library
patrons from North Fayette Township, Findlay Township, and
Oakdale Borough.

PHOTOS BY SARAH HUGHEY
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ABOVE: Automotive Technology II/West Allegheny Junior, Joseph
Lawlor and his mother, Dory Hill.
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Retired School Counselor Still
Making a Difference for Students
When Leon Strimel retired as the guidance counselor at West Allegheny High School after 35 years in education, he wasn’t quite sure what
he would do with his free time. He knew one thing, however. It would
be helping young people.
During his career at West Allegheny, he spent much of his time
interacting, one-on-one, with students, helping them decide their career
paths after high school, coordinating their class schedules, supporting
their efforts to apply for scholarships, or simply being a sounding board
when a student needed someone to talk to regarding their classes or
future. He also served some of that time as a classroom teacher and
sports coach.
“As I reflect on my experiences during my career, I believe the issue
that had the most dramatic influence on students’ lives was how they
had to cope with their own, sometimes abusive relationships,” Leon
explains.
He resolved to find a way to help students develop the skills needed
to develop healthy relationships with themselves and others, and knew,
from his experience, that teachers and counselors simply did not have
enough time to address these issues as part of their day.
Today, Leon spends his retired time working with Crisis Center North
as its prevention educator.
CCN is a nonprofit organization that provides direction to victims of
domestic violence, making available a 24-hour hotline, counseling, legal
and medical advocacy, and prevention education programs. CCN is
known around Allegheny County as a premier domestic violence
counseling and education resource center.
Leon works with more than a dozen area high schools, reaching out to
meet and speak with students through the Peer to Peer program that he
coordinates for the center.
He explains, “Peer to Peer is a school-based, interactive and informational program to help prevent relationship violence and promote
healthy dating relationships.”
Leon travels from school to school around the northern and western
regions of Allegheny County during the school year, speaking to
teenagers about how to resolve conflicts with their relationships, how to
make healthy and safe decisions in their daily lives, and how to ask for
help when they find themselves in an unsafe situation. Those circumstances could range from peer pressure regarding drugs and alcohol, sex,
or suicide.
“We involve the students in our efforts as well, by hosting our Peer to
Peer Empowerment Program in their home schools,” he explains.
Last year, for example, West Allegheny High School hosted a session
of the Peer to Peer Empowerment Program. Designed to help young
people develop the skills needed to prevent problems during adolescence through leadership and community service, the program focuses
on building assets in students as they work in teams to make social
change through positive projects. Later in the spring, the teams met to
discuss the successes and challenges of their programs.
Leon guides the teams of students as they develop programs centering
around social justice issues such as bullying, safe dating, self respect,
and healthy/unhealthy relationships.
Leon points to a growing need for, and acceptance of, such programs.
He notes, “During last year, the Crisis Center North Prevention
Education Department saw great growth. We conducted over 300
presentations for over 10,000 students. With the addition of our Peer to

ABOVE: Leon Strimel of Crisis Center North meets with West Allegheny
High School students Allie Hamilton, and Samara Monaco at the
Peer Empowerment presentation last year.

Peer Empowerment Program and Coaching Boys into Men Program,
we are getting daily requests from schools to schedule our presentations, programs, and services.”
Besides helping students with these issues, Leon said he works
through CCN to offer transitional workshops for seniors who will
soon enter the college environment.
“We share with them information regarding what dangerous situations to look out for and how best to avoid them,” he says.
When he’s not in the classroom, Leon is speaking with schools to
reach out and build CCN’s network, or writing grants to fund the
program’s growth, or writing presentations for one of the programs. He
also schedules in-service programs for teachers, something he said has
been an enormous help to CCN as the organization works to build
bridges between students and those adults in their lives.
He explains that the in-service programs provide information to
teachers on conflict resolution and relationships. He also guides
teachers through scenarios to learn how to de-escalate conflicts in a
non-violent way when students are faced with such situations. He
talks about how students’ unhealthy relationships have an impact on
their classroom performance.
He shared one example of why he does what he does.
“After one of my lessons, all of the students left the classroom
except for one girl who stayed behind. Shyly, she approached me and
said, ‘What you were talking about has been happening to me; I did not
realize I was in an abusive relationship and if I continued, it could
possibly escalate to the point that my boyfriend may cause me serious
injury that could be fatal.’ She thanked me for giving her information
and the tools she needed to change her situation and possibly even save
her life,” he shares.
Says Leon, “I enjoy what I am doing; I save lives, I teach!”
$SULO0D\ZZZDOOHJKHQ\ZHVWPDJD]LQHFRP
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CHAMBER CREATES SALLY HAAS ENDOWMENT FUND
As the Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce continues
to cope with the loss of its leader, Sally Haas, one of the ways they
have chosen to memorialize her is to create an endowment fund in
her name within the Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber Enterprise
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) entity. The fund will be used to further
those initiatives that were especially meaningful to Haas.
Though it is early in the life of this fund, many have come forward
with a kind donation to help support valuable initiatives in memory
of Haas.
To make a donation in Sally’s memory, either personally or on
behalf of a company, please make checks payable to Pittsburgh
Airport Area Chamber Enterprise Foundation and forward them to
the Chamber offices at 850 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township,
PA 15108. The names of donors will be forwarded to Sally’s family
and donors will also be acknowledged by the Chamber in its
publications unless anonymity is requested.
The Chamber would like to thank the following for their generous
donations to the Sally Haas Endowment Fund (in alphabetical order
as of 2/20) :
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RIBBON CUTTINGS:
Top, Central Diner & Grille received a visit from
Chamber Ambassadors on March 19 to celebrate
their official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

0D\²%UHDNIDVW%ULHILQJ
0DUFHOOXV6KDOH&RDOLWLRQ
(PEDVV\6XLWHV_DP

Center, the team at Diehl Automotive of Robinson
enjoyed their February 28 Ribbon Cutting ceremony with Chamber Ambassadors.

7R5HDFK8V

Bottom, Chamber Ambassadors visited Savory Hill
on March 5 to provide a Ribbon Cutting ceremony.
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ABOVE: The community came out in force on the day before Easter to welcome home the members of the 316th Sustainment Command
(Expeditionary). The soldiers returned home to Pittsburgh after a year away, nine months of which was in Kuwait. PHOTO BY SARAH HUGHEY

&RPPXQLW\&HOHEUDWHVWK'HFLVLRQ
Shortly after the Air Force announced last month that it would
continue operating the 911th Airlift Wing in Moon at least through
2014, State Representative Mark Mustio sent out a press release via email with an apt title: “We Did It!”
The announcement came just months before the Air Force was set to
begin closing the base in September, and after fierce combined
opposition from state representatives, journalists, and the community,
all citing not only the economic importance of the base to the region,
but the unique advantages the 911th offers the federal government.
As has been reported by a number of sources, including this
magazine, a relationship with Pittsburgh International Airport allows
the base to shed operating costs by utilizing the airport’s runways and
emergency services. It also operates one of, if not the most, efficient
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ISO shops in the Air Force, a necessity given that it has been saddled
with some of the oldest C-130’s in the country.
The Air Force’s decision marks the third time the base has survived
the Base Realignment and Closure process. The base was nearly
excluded from the process this time around when the Pentagon initially
and erroneously insisted that the base employed fewer than 300
people; a statistic that would have allowed the Air Force to close the
base without a careful cost-benefit analysis.
The 911th will likely go through another BRAC next year, meaning
the work isn’t done yet. As Representative Mustio wrote in his press
release, “…the more than 1,220 members of the 911th and the more
than 300 family-sustaining civilian jobs this unit provides are too
important not to fight for.”
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Petite, perky, and polite, Kiersten Kelly of Findlay Township greets you with a smile and a firm
handshake. She’s left-handed due to a birth defect that brought her into this world without her right hand
and part of her right arm.
Kiersten talks excitedly about her latest brush with fame, the YouTube video of her singing a cover of
the “Cup Song.” She says she got the idea to do it when she saw the movie “Pitch Perfect.” Her
YouTube video went viral this winter and caught the attention of local news stations that aired her
musical rhythm and voice.
It was before those newscasts that Allegheny West Magazine already knew of Kiersten. The publication received a photo and a letter from her sharing her news as the winner of the grand prize in the talent
contest, teen division, of the National American Miss Pageant. The photo, just like the one to the right,
is equally as stunning.
Kiersten is a student at the Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School in Beaver County. She
enrolled in the school after spending her early years from kindergarten through grade seven at West
Allegheny. As a junior this year, she writes pop rock, with her recent originals sounding a lot like
Taylor Swift.
Her mother, Myria Mehalich, says that Kiersten has soaked up every opportunity to
audition and perform since she was in the eighth grade. She scours the Internet for
audition opportunities frequently. Myria says Kiersten has been singing since she was a
little girl.
Kiersten says, “I sang in the school choir starting in the fourth grade at Wilson Elementary
School.”
She recalls that she sang the song, “Bubbly” by Colbie Caillat as a sixth grader for the
West Allegheny Middle School talent show.
An accomplished guitarist, thanks to the talents of the Hanger Company, which retrofitted
a special prosthetic arm for her to hold the instrument, she has big dreams.
Kiersten’s start in life without an arm or hand in 1995 was the result of insufficient
fluid in the umbilical cord when Myria was pregnant. That insufficiency caused Kiersten’s
arm to stop growing while in the womb.
That’s where her story about her handicap stops, however.
Kiersten isn’t one to dwell on it. She says she remembers difficulties, such as teaching herself
how to tie her shoes or paint her nails, or do one-handed cartwheels.
“I call it ‘doing it Kiersten’s way,’” she laughs, not letting her circumstances stand in the way.
She watches a lot of shows on television that feature voice competitions. Last fall, she won the
grand prize in the teen division of the National American Miss Pageant, for which she performed
a song she wrote and played on acoustic guitar. That honor qualified her to participate in California
at the national level. She also received the spirit award at the competition.
Most recently, she was a semi-finalist for the Kean Quest talent competition held in
Gibsonia. She will compete in the finals on April 5. She was also a finalist for “Rocket to the Stars,”
another talent competition. Last month she auditioned for the Berklee Summer Camp’s five-week
program in Massachusetts.
When not competing, Kiersten finds much joy in simply performing for others.
Adds Kiersten, “I’ve performed at benefit concerts, family events, fundraisers, and local festivals, to
name a few.” She’s doing half a dozen performances this coming summer for community fairs, too.
Kiersten takes voice lessons from James Meny, studies guitar and music at school, and is busy
assembling a band with a group of her friends that she hopes to take out to the public in the near future.
She’s busy preparing for other shows and, of course, there’s that homework to do, and chores, and, well,
for Kiersten, nothing is impossible. She says there’s just not enough time to do it all.
She welcomes anyone to reach out to her for performances, for inspiration, or just to learn more. Find
out more about Kiersten at www.kierstenkelly.com or watch her on YouTube, kierstenkellymusic.
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BY DR. ROBERT LUTHER

+RZWR&KRRVHD'HQWLVW
+HUHDUHVRPHTXHVWLRQVWRDVNZKHQORRNLQJIRUDGHQWDOFDUHSURYLGHU
$UHFHQWVXUYH\LQWKH861HZVDQG:RUOG5HSRUWVKRZHGWKDW21/<
RI$PHULFDQDGXOWVDUHVDWLVILHGZLWKWKHLUVPLOH6RLI\RXDUHRQHRI
WKHZKRDUHQRWKRZGR\RXJRDERXWFKRRVLQJDGHQWLVWZKRFDQ
LPSURYH\RXUVPLOH"
'R\RXUKRPHZRUNEHIRUH\RXPDNH\RXUILUVWYLVLW$EHDXWLIXOVPLOH
KDVDQLPSDFWRQ\RXUDSSHDUDQFHDQG\RXUKHDOWKVRLWLVLPSRUWDQWWR
XVHFDUHZKHQVHOHFWLQJDGHQWLVW$VNIDPLO\RUIULHQGVWRVXJJHVWDGHQWLVW
$SHUVRQDOUHIHUUDOLVWKHEHVWNLQG<RXUIDPLO\SK\VLFLDQPD\DOVRVXJJHVW
VHYHUDOGHQWDOSUDFWLFHVIRU\RXWRFRQVLGHU<RXFDQDOVRJRRQOLQHDQG
VHDUFKIRUDGHQWLVWLQ\RXUORFDODUHD
'XULQJ\RXULQLWLDOSKRQHFDOORUDW\RXULQLWLDOYLVLW\RXPD\ZDQWWRXVH
WKHIROORZLQJFKHFNOLVWRITXHVWLRQV
 ,VWKHRIILFHHDV\WRJHWWRIURP\RXUKRPHRURIILFH",VWKHUHDPSOH
SDUNLQJ",VWKHSDUNLQJIUHH"
 ,VWKHRIILFHQHDWDQGRUGHUO\"'RHVWKHRIILFHKDYHVWDWHRIWKHDUW

HTXLSPHQW"
 ,VLQIRUPDWLRQSURYLGHGLQDZHOFRPHSDFNHW",VWKHDSSRLQWPHQW
VFKHGXOHFRQYHQLHQWIRU\RX"
 +RZPDQ\\HDUVKDVWKHGHQWLVWEHHQSUDFWLFLQJ"
 'RHVWKHGHQWLVWVHHPLQWHUHVWHGLQ\RXUWRWDOKHDOWK"'RHVWKHGHQWLVW
NQRZWKHODWHVWWUHQGVLQGHQWLVWU\"'RHVWKHGHQWLVWWDNHFRQWLQXLQJ
HGXFDWLRQFODVVHV"
 'RHVWKHK\JLHQLVWSURYLGHGHQWDOKHDOWKLQVWUXFWLRQIRUSUHYHQWDWLYH
PHDVXUHV":HUH\RXUPHGLFDODQGGHQWDOKLVWRULHVUHFRUGHGDQGSODFHG
LQ\RXUSHUPDQHQWILOH"
 :KDWDUUDQJHPHQWVGRHVWKHGHQWDOSUDFWLFHKDYHIRUHPHUJHQFLHV
RXWVLGHRIRIILFHKRXUV"
,QDGGLWLRQ\RXPLJKWZDQWWRDVNDERXWWKHVSHFLDOVHUYLFHVWKHGHQWLVW
FDQSURYLGHEHVLGHVFRPSUHKHQVLYHRUDOH[DPVDQGSURIHVVLRQDO
FOHDQLQJV'HQWLVWU\KDVFRPHDORQJZD\DQGPDQ\QHZWHFKQRORJLHV
DUHQRZDYDLODEOHWRJLYH\RXDEHDXWLIXOVPLOH

This information is provided courtesy of Dr. Robert Luther, Jr. Contact him at (412) 788-6300 or visit his Web site at www.pittsburghlaserdentist.com.
Learning Curves is provided as a service to advertisers of Allegheny West Magazine to share educational and/or informational knowledge with the
readership. To inquire, call (724) 695-3968.
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&RPPXQLW\ &DUGV
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS, ORGANIZATION, PRODUCT, OR SERVICE HERE! Just $120 for a black and white
business card, or $130 for a business card in color. No contract required. For more information, call (724) 695-3968.
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“Gramma and Big Dad, can I come to
visit?” asked 11-year-old Jamie.
Gramma Virginia bought her a roundtrip
ticket. She arrived at Greater Pittsburgh
Airport from California on July 4, 1998.
The return flight remains unscheduled.
Jamie was 6 months old when her mom
married Virginia and Bob Myers’ son,
Dan. He was in the U.S. Navy in Hawaii.
Jamie’s little sister was born a few years
later. The marriage ended after a few
years. Jamie became the apple of her
grandfather Big Dad’s eye. He was a
softhearted, strict mentor with 38 years’
experience in the U.S. Air Force.
Prior to attending West Allegheny,
Jamie did not do well in school. But at
WA, she excelled, and graduated in 2004
with honors. She was named Artist of the
Year and went on to attend the Art
Institute of Pittsburgh.
Gramma Virginia is in real estate. Her
sister-in-law’s home had been for sale for
ten years. A sign on a man’s truck caught
Virginia’s eye. It said, “we buy houses.”
So Virginia called him, and an interesting
‘trio’ began. Truth, Virginia gave the man
with the sign on his truck the money to
buy her sister-in-law’s house. Yep, that’s
what she did.
Adam had been buying homes that
became three-quarter houses, meaning
they became homes for men who were
recovering from alcohol or drug abuse.
Now the “trio,” Adam, Jamie, and
Virginia, are buying three-quarter houses.
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Each house has a manager. Two men per fully
furnished bedroom, TV, internet, equipped
kitchen with three refrigerators, washer,
dryer, and pages and pages of rules and
requirements.
Within three days of arriving and getting
settled in, the new resident must look for a
job. He must attend at least three AA
(Alcoholics Anonymous) or 12-step recovery
meetings per week. He must keep his room
cleaned and do chores. No second chances if a
resident has a slip involving drugs or alcohol.
Gone. Period. Out onto the street.
One man was always wearing the same
clothes because they were all he had. Virginia
and Jamie appeared with donated clothing for
him and the other residents to sort through
and choose from. Whatever they did not want
was hung on a rack in case someone needed it.
Often, friends will give the “trio” furniture,
dishes, household items, food and miscellaneous things for the residents. If the trio
cannot use the items, they go to the Vietnam
Vets or other organizations.
Jamie and Virginia make impromptu
inspection visits to their recovery houses.
The men think Jamie is inspecting for drugs;
however, she inspects to see if their beds are
made and their rooms are clean
Residents’ recovery anniversaries bring
reasons to celebrate. Jamie and Virginia add to
the celebration. Lunch is their treat.
Jamie became a notary, has taken classes in
real estate management, and plans to become
a real estate agent. The trio now also invests
in rental houses. Seems Virginia’s dream for

By
Erma Dodd
North Fayette Township
resident

her granddaughter to share her passion for
real estate has come true.
For years, Virginia has been volunteering
as a caregiver for the Department of Aging.
She finds the time to visit, run errands, give
loving support to two women in West
Allegheny and one in Wexford each week.
They have her phone number and call when
lonely.
Jamie’s stepdad, Dan, died when she was
22. A writer, Marie Sundy, is currently in
the process of writing a book Virginia
insists will be titled, “The Bushel.” It is
about Dan Myers’ interesting life. Dan
graduated from WA in 1980. His classmates
may remember the day the junior high
students had to be evacuated from Pike
School after smoke bombs were set off.
That was the mischief of Dan.
Jamie is now 26 and keeps 73-yearyoung gramma going and going. Maybe vice
versa.
Many area senior citizens know Jamie.
The role Jamie plays at the North Fayette
senior citizen luncheons is that of guard at
the dessert table. She stands watch. She
tells the newcomers, “No dessert ‘til lunch
is served.” Everyone, including Bob
Brozovich, director of Parks and Recreation, obeys this beautiful blend of Filipino
and Cherokee Indian, this smiling volunteer
guard named Jamie Norton.
It really doesn’t matter if the 1998 return
plane ticket to California has an expiration
date.
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