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Dear Readers, 
   Thank you for picking up our August West Allegheny edition of Allegheny West Magazine. 
In our last edition, we brought you our annual Summer Fun Guide. This time around, we’re 
bringing you our special back-to-school edition with our pullout academic athletic and 
academic calendars printed on our centerfold. Be sure to tear these calendars out and stick 
them to your refrigerator or bulletin board for a handy reference. In these calendars, we’ve 
included athletic schedules for West Allegheny fall and winter sports, along with important 
academic dates for the entire school year.  
   Also in this edition, we’re bringing you a couple of stories about historic buildings in the 
area. First, Carole Stewart has written a retrospective about her former residence. If you’ve 
ever driven past the Hankey Farms housing development, chances are that you’ve seen 
Stewart’s former house. This stately old farmhouse was home to a number of different 
families working in various industries over the years. It was recently sold to the Scott family 
and is now in the process of being repaired and updated. Read more on page 20. 
   Our writer Jill Bordo has also written a story about Imperial resident Ken Faux for this 
edition. Over the years, Faux and his family have taken on a number of construction projects 

From the
Publisher
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Tony Stewart, driving the 14 car, races at Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvania 
Motor Speedway on June 24 in the All Star Circuit of Champions 
Sprint Car Series main event. For more, including upcoming races 
at PPMS, see page 14. PHOTO BY JODY HALBEDL

{         }Contents

with historical significance. Their latest is the Coraopolis Train 
Station. Read more on page 38. 
   On page 27, we’re bringing you the latest West Allegheny 
School District newsletter, WA Today. In this edition, read about 
how the arts are flourishing at WA, including the school’s latest 
Gene Kelly Award winners, and how the speech and debate 
team performed this past season. This edition also has news on 
administrative changes, graduation, a Steelers camp for area 
youth and more.
   Then on page 6, we’ve brought you news from our readers, 
and on page 14, we’re bringing you coverage of Tony Stewart’s 
recent appearance at Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvania Motor 
Speedway. 
   Look for our next edition in October. In the 
meantime, I hope you have a great start to the 
school year. 

Doug Hughey,
Publisher and Editor
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Area first responders helped form a processional for 
McDonald VFD fire chief Scott Albertini on June 26. 
Emergency vehicles from at least 10 different area 
departments lined Valley Street from the McDonald VFD 
Station to West Lincoln Avenue. Albertini, who was with 
the department for 35 years, died June 20 in a work-related 
accident that was not associated with his departmental 
duties. His body was carried by a McDonald Borough fire 
truck during the processional, which included a stop in 
front of the station for a ceremonial final call. Albertini 
was in his fourth year as chief and credited with helping 
to form the Fort Cherry Fire District, which serves in part 
McDonald.
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   The Montour Trail Council held two ribbon 
cuttings June 1 to celebrate the official opening of 
the Library Viaduct segment of the Montour Trail 
and the completion of the trail from the viaduct to 
Pleasant Street. At the same time, the event honored 
the Montour Trail’s status as 2017 Trail of the Year, 
as determined by the Pennyslvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources. 
   Ned Williams, president of the Montour Trail 
Council, served as master of ceremonies and said the 
completion of this section of the trail is yet another 
great accomplishment for the MTC. He thanked the 
entire list of speakers for their support of the Montour 
Trail, starting with Cindy Adams Dunn, secretary of 
the Pennsylvania DCNR; Dennis Davin, secretary 
of the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development; Dr. James Hassinger, 
executive director of the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission; state Sen. Camera Bartolotta of the 
46th Senate District; state Rep. Rick Saccone of 
the 39th House District; Jeff M. Kotula, president of the Washington 
County Chamber of Commerce; Tom Prezel, MTC project manager 
for the Library Viaduct; and Dave Oyler, MTC project manager for the 
Pleasant Street segment. 
   Williams also thanked the numerous companies, governmental 
organizations and MTC volunteers who helped with the project.
   From a handful of visionaries carrying around maps and a slideshow, 
the Montour Trail Council has grown to encompass seven affiliated 
Friends of the Trail groups handling local maintenance, improvements 
and recruiting. The trail now has more than 1,000 contributing 
members, over 3,000 Facebook followers and an estimated 400,000 
out-on-the-trail users per year. Among the council’s notable best 
management practices are a diverse, robust committee structure, 
consistent strategic planning along one- and three-year time frames, 
regular maintenance schedules, extensive solicitation and review of user feedback, a volunteer trail patrol, diligent interfacing with all 
levels of government, and an endowment fund. For more, visit montourtrail.org.

MTC celebrates two major completions, Trail of the Year honors STORY SUBMITTED BY
THE MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL

ABOVE: The Montour Trail Council is joined by local and state officials for an official ribbon 
cutting to open the Library Viaduct segment of the trail. BELOW: Ned Williams, president of the 
Montour Trail Council, accepts a plaque from Cindy Adams Dunn, secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and Recreation. PHOTOS BY RICK FINKELSTEIN ARTISTRY

%LSLocally Sourced
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   The West Allegheny girls’ tennis team 
conducted its annual tennis clinic May 17 
and 18 at the high school courts. The clinic is 
planned and executed by members of the girls’ 
junior varsity and varsity teams. The program 
introduces younger students from grades two 
through eight to the basics of tennis. Twenty-
eight boys and girls participated in the fun-filled, 
three-hour clinic. 
   WA’s high school tennis teams are open to 
students in grades nine through 12. Tryouts for 
the 2017-2018 team will be held Aug. 14-18 at 
the high school, starting at 8 a.m. All levels of 
experience are encouraged to attend. Tryouts for 
the boys’ team will take place next spring.

Tennis team serves up another successful clinic

   Western Allegheny Community Library is one of just 
three libraries in the county that has been recognized by the 
Pennsylvania Library Association for best practices. WACL was 
recognized with two best practice awards from the PLA for their 
programming. 
   WACL earned a Best Practice Award for Display and Design for 
its Teen Recommendation Cards, which are a fun and easy way 
for teens to leave their mark on the library and to get involved. 
The library places the cards, which are dry erase, around the teen 
department. Teens can use the cards to recommend a favorite book 
or video game available at the library. 
   WACL also earned the Best Practice Award for Infant/Toddler 
Programming for its Building Blocks program, which helps 
caregivers and babies experience the joys of reading together. 
Reading, talking, playing and singing are crucial to a child’s 
growth and development. That formed the impetus behind the 
Building Blocks program. Packs include a black and white board 
book, activity guide, book list, a reusable bag and tips on the 
importance of reading.
   Amanda Kirby, director at WACL, said the libraries will receive 
their awards formally at a ceremony breakfast during a state 
conference in October. Their programs will serve as a template to 
be shared with association members across the state. 
   “We’ll get an award, hang at the library, and have the 
opportunity to talk about our particular programs,” she said. 
“Libraries are encouraged to reach out to each other to share some 
of these great programs, and we’ve incorporated previous winners 
into our repertoire, so it really does help everyone.” 
   Some programs take years to develop and cultivate, Kirby said, 
adding that the Building Blocks program was just such a case. 
   “Building Blocks started in January of 2015 as a caregiver 
package - several pages of different early literacy information. 
Our library focuses on six early learning areas, including singing, 
playing and reading,” she said. “Our children’s staff developed 
a curriculum around them, and the kits had information, songs, 
rhymes and board books for every child added to the bag. The 
program began through a sponsorship by the Oakdale Masonic 
Lodge and was so successful we incorporated it into our annual 
budget. Since its inception, we’ve had several hundred babies 
signed up for it.”

   Since 2004, the committee has recognized Pennsylvania libraries 
for their exceptional youth services with its Best Practice Award. 
Programs considered to be “best practice” support learning and 
literacy. They are effective in reaching intended goals, cost-
efficient, age-appropriate, easily replicated, favorably received 
and innovative. Community collaboration and promotion or 
recognition of PA Forward is a plus as well. Winners will receive 
their awards at the annual Pennsylvania Library Association 
Conference, which takes place at the DoubleTree by Hilton hotel 
in Green Tree in October.

STORY AND PHOTO SUBMITTED

WACL wins two best practice awards   SUBMITTED BY WACL

Members of the girls’ junior varsity and varsity tennis teams (pictured at back) once again 
held a clinic this past summer for elementary and middle school students (pictured at 
front). 
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   Pittsburgh hockey fans would likely remember 
the date of June 4, 1984. That was the day the 
Pittsburgh Penguins selected a teenager from 
Montreal, Quebec named Mario Lemieux with the 
first overall pick in the NHL draft. 
   Lemieux’s impact on the Penguins and their 
fans was felt immediately. He scored his first 
goal on his first shift with his first shot during his 
first game. In the years that followed, many area 
youngsters could be seen on driveways, outdoor 
courts and parking lots with sticks and orange 
balls playing pick-up hockey games. Many were 
wearing Pens jerseys. Parents heard their children 
saying, more and more, “I’m going to play street 
hockey with my friends.”  
   On May 25, 1991, the Penguins won their first Stanley Cup 
championship and followed that victory by winning a second cup 
a year later. These championship seasons increased interest among 
young hockey players in the area. Parents began to hear their 
children say, “I want to play ice hockey!”  
   For a group of classmates and friends at West Allegheny, the 
growing excitement around the Penguins, combined with their 
love of playing hockey together, led to the formation of the West 
Allegheny ice hockey team. During its inaugural 1992-1993 
season, the newly formed organization and teams allowed these 
players to proudly say, “I play ice hockey for West Allegheny!” 
    As West Allegheny Hockey Association teams prepare to 
compete in the upcoming 2017-2018 ice hockey season, they do 
so in recognition of that 1992-1993 team that started it all and the 
25th anniversary of a long and successful ice hockey history at 
WA.   

The early years: forming a team and organization
   Longtime WA resident Mike Kennedy was a member of that 
inaugural team. Since graduating, he has remained affiliated with 
the program, in part by coaching. 
   “A group of friends in my neighborhood played street hockey 
nearly every day and had a lot of success after joining a street 
hockey league that played at the local YMCA,” said Kennedy. 
“By playing together so much, we were defeating every team we 
played at the Y.”  
   That success encouraged Rob Weir and Jack Morgan, whose 
sons played on that team, to approach players and parents about 
putting together an ice hockey team that could compete in the 
South Hills Interscholastic Hockey League. At the time, 20 
local schools belonged to the league, with most based out of 
Pittsburgh’s southern suburbs, including Upper St. Clair, Seton 
LaSalle, South Park, Ringgold, Trinity, Canon-McMillan and 
others.  
   “We had enough interest from players to field both a varsity and 
junior varsity team and started some informal practices at the old 
Bridgeville Ice/Roller Rink,” said Kennedy. “There were only four 
or five indoor ice rinks open at the time, so practice times were 
hard to come by.”  
   West Allegheny’s players practiced on Saturday nights from 11 
p.m. to 1 a.m. at the now-closed Neville Ice Arena on Pittsburgh’s 

WA hockey celebrating 25th anniversary season SUBMITTED BY FRIENDS OF WEST ALLEGHENY ICE HOCKEY

South Side.  
   “We didn’t mind the late time or that it was on a Saturday night, 
we just wanted to practice, play together and get better,” said 
Kennedy.   
   That group of players and parents laid the foundation for WA’s 
current ice hockey program.  
   “We were fortunate that parents joined together and helped us by 
forming an organization that supported our teams,” said Kennedy. 
“We also had great support from the community. I was able to play 
for West A for a few years and, as a result, had the chance to make 
some great friends from our time playing hockey together, many 
of whom I still consider good friends today.”

%LS

The 1992-1993 West Allegheny ice hockey team was the first team the program produced. 
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continued on page 12

Building to a championship team 
   Starting in the mid-1990s, ice hockey in and around Pittsburgh 
saw further expansion in two key areas: more hockey rinks 
and an increase in hockey organizations. Both provided more 
opportunities for young players. 
   Locally, the opening of the Airport Ice Arena in Moon Township 
gave WA a home rink for practices and games. It also meant easier 
access for fans. The rink was one of about 30 rinks that opened 
around the area during that time. 
   The newly created Pennsylvania Interscholastic Hockey League, 
which still oversees scholastic hockey in western Pennsylvania, 
brought together more teams under one league. The result was 
the number of participating high schools increasing to nearly 600, 
with more than 150 middle school through high school teams 
competing each year. In addition, an expansion of area amateur 
programs and teams offered even more opportunity for local 
youngsters to play.  

   This growth had a tremendous effect on the success of West 
Allegheny’s hockey program, as the skill level and experience of 
their players grew. One of those players was Tony Franzetta, who 
played for West Allegheny in the early 2000s. He later returned as 
a coach. 
   “As a 10th-grader, we had a very young team that had a tough 
first year but grew together and had some nice success the 
following two seasons,” said Franzetta. 
   He has continued to coach hockey with a local organization, 
which has allowed him to stay close to West Allegheny’s 
organization, players and teams.  
   “What West A is going through now reminds me of my time as 
a West A player,” he said. “Through hard work, both on and off 
the ice, and building a team bond, you can have a lot of success by 
growing the whole program.”  
   The Indians reached the semi-finals of the PIHL playoffs in 
both 2007 and 2008. In 2010, West Allegheny played in their first 
PIHL final, eventually losing in overtime to perennial powerhouse 
Latrobe. In 2016, the Indians made it back to the semi-final game 
before falling to South Fayette.   
   In 2012, WA defeated Erie Cathedral Prep in overtime to secure 
the program’s first PIHL championship. That victory put the team 
into the state championship game the following day, but it fell 
short against Council Rock South High School in a bid to become 
state champions. 
   A common theme of all those successful teams came down to 
having a group of skilled, motivated hockey players who formed a 
team bond from their years of playing together. 
   “A lot of us started playing hockey in the old North Fayette 
gym league,” says Franzetta, “which led to us playing ice hockey 
together at West A. We grew up together, both on and off the rink, 
and many of us remain friends today.”

Connecting families and generations
   West Allegheny hockey has also brought together family 
members and players from across generations. The inaugural 
1991-1992 team was coached by Weir, whose son Mark was the The 2011-2012 West Allegheny ice hockey team celebrates winning the 

program’s first PIHL championship. 
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that team’s starting goalie. The 1994-1995 team had three brothers 
- Dave, Chris and Tim Fryer - all playing on the varsity team. Even 
today, younger players have an older sibling playing for WA’s JV 
or varsity team.
   With the program now entering its 25th year, the program is 
starting to see second- and even third-generation players. Darren 
Morgan, who, as a senior, played on the inaugural WA team, now 
has a son named Tyler who will be suiting up for this season’s 
varsity team. As Darren notes, “My dad always had an interest in 
hockey and helped put together the initial West A program. That 
interest, along with playing street hockey, is how I grew to love 
the game. To see Tyler out there playing for West A, just like I 
did 25 years ago, is pretty special. As a ninth-grader, I’m not sure 
he’s fully grasped what this means yet, but as he steps out onto 
the ice with his teammates this season, I’m betting he will better 
understand the meaning of West A hockey to our family.” 

The next 25 years
   A point of pride for WA’s ice hockey program has been its 
ability to field at least two, and oftentimes three, teams. This 
coming season, nearly 60 players are committed to playing. That 
has allowed the organization to once again field teams at the 
varsity, JV and middle school divisions. This year’s varsity team 
also returns a number of young but very experienced hockey 
players, along with some talented first-year players. Both the JV 
and middle school teams will be comprised of returning and new 
players who are working hard to contribute to the future success of 
the program.
   WAHA, meanwhile, is committed to building a program that 
plans to compete for championships every season at all three age 
levels. In preparation for the coming season, varsity coach Brian 
Boehm had players hard at work in May and June. Through off-ice 
conditioning, on-ice skating sessions and summer league games, 
each player focused on building personal fitness and developing 
their hockey skills.    
   WAHA also formed the Junior Indians program, which combines 
skill development practices with games for young players. The 
program is run by Kennedy, who was named director of hockey 
operations this past spring, along with coach volunteers. 
   In the spirit of building a team both on and off the ice, 
teammates joined together in May and June to watch some 
Penguins playoff games. Some players also ran in the North 
Fayette Community Days 5K race and gave back to the 
community by helping collect trash along the local roadways 
during Clean-up Days.
   WAHA has a number of events planned that are geared toward 
inviting players from past seasons back to get them involved in the 
program. One of those is the annual alumni game, which will be 
played in December. This game was recently renamed the Duane 
Foy Memorial Alumni Game in memory of the longtime supporter 
of WA hockey. 
   In addition to its on-ice performances, the hockey team will be 
working hard to rally support among fans and classmates, bringing 
additional energy in the stands at both home and away games. 

%LSLocally Sourced

The 2017-2018 West Allegheny ice hockey team gathers during a 
summer workout on the ice. 
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NASCAR star Tony Stewart races at PPMS
%LSLocally Sourced

   Tony Stewart won a combined 
four NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series championships as a 
driver and team owner before he 
retired from NASCAR racing 
in September of last year. Since 
then, he’s hardly eased into 
retirement. Instead, Stewart has 
been busy looking after a variety 
of racing interests, including 
a NASCAR team with several 
cars, a number of racetracks 
across the country, and a sprint 
car racing organization he 
purchased in 2015 called the 
All Star Circuit of Champions 
Sprint Car Series. He’s even 
been known to drop in for a race 
now and then, just like he did at Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvania Motor 
Speedway on July 24. 
   The race wrapped up the circuit’s western Pennsylvania race 
dates and a series of three races along the I-79 corridor aptly called 
the “I-79 Shootout.” According to allstarssprint.com, the race was 
Stewart’s 10th with the series this season. Driving the number 14 
car, Stewart battled in a hard-fought race from third place to take 
the lead in the 30-lap main event with just seven laps to go. The 
win marked Stewart’s first in the All Star Circuit of Champions 
Sprint Car Series since February of 2012. 
   “Man, this is a fun racetrack, so wide and so racey,” Stewart said 
following the race. “To be rim-riding like that, a foot off the wall, 
is pretty intense around here.”
   For the first 10 laps of the race, Aliquippa native Tim Shaffer, 
who won the night prior at Tri-City Raceway Park, enjoyed a 
commanding lead. Stewart and Danny Holtgraver closed to within 
striking distance on lap 11 and Stewart enjoyed a brief lead to start 
lap 12. On the next turn on lap 13, Holtgraver and Stewart made 
contact after Shaffer retook the lead, causing Holtgraver to hit 
the wall. That brought out the yellow flag and ended Holtgraver’s 
night. 
   With racing resumed, Shaffer again jumped out to a lead and 
seemed to be on his way to a repeat until lapped traffic became 
an issue on lap 22. Shaffer spun out, which brought out the third 
yellow flag of the evening and spoiled Shaffer’s chances. With 
Stewart in the top spot at the restart, the NASCAR superstar 
pulled away from the pack and finished decisively ahead of Carson 
Macedo by almost three seconds. 
   Matt Miley, who owns and operates PPMS with his family, says 
that having national stars in the divisions that race at the track isn’t 
unusual. Having a NASCAR star come and race is. 
   “To have a star like Tony Stewart come out and actually race, 
it doesn’t happen that often,” says Miley. “We get the national 
stars that are the best in our division, like the super late models 
and sprint cars, but to have a former NASCAR champion who 
currently owns a NASCAR team and four race tracks - and to have 
them come in here and race and be so competitive that they win 
the thing - that just doesn’t happen that often.” 

STORY BY DOUG HUGHEY
PHOTO BY JODY HALBEDL

   Miley says that the track has 
been hosting the All Star Circuit 
of Champions Sprint Car Series 
since 1980s. The lightweight 
cars weigh a little over 1,000 
pounds yet produce in excess of 
700 horsepower. They typically 
reach upwards of 150 miles per 
hour on the half-mile dirt track at 
PPMS and knock off laps about 
every 15 seconds. 
   Initially, the race was supposed 
to take place two days earlier on 
Saturday. Heavy rain, though, 
forced the move and PPMS and 
Tri-City Raceway Park were able 
to switch nights. Miley says it 
was the first time in the track’s 

29-year history that a race was held there on a Monday night. 
   “I’m just really grateful for the fans, that they came out,” he 
says. “We decided to roll the dice and I’m glad we did because we 
got an historic night of racing.” 
   That same night, Jessica Kriegisch won the 15-lap RUSH 
Modified feature event while John Mollick won the 20-lap Precise 
Racing Products RUSH Late Model main event. 
   For a schedule of upcoming events, see below. Visit ppms.com 
for more information.    

Tony Stewart (at center) is pictured here with Matt Miley and Ty 
Miley after winning the main event during a recent sprint car race at 
Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvania Motor Spedway. 
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The importance of umbrella insurance SUBMITTED BY TRICIA BLAZER AND CHRISTIE KOSENINA,  

FARMER’S INSURANCE 

   At some point, you have probably heard the term “umbrella 
insurance” but weren’t sure what it was or what it could do for 
you. Auto insurance protects you in the event of an auto accident. 
A homeowners’ policy covers your home and your personal 
property inside of it. An umbrella policy, often referred to as 
excess liability, is designed to cover almost everything that your 
auto and home policies don’t cover. An umbrella policy fills in 
gaps in coverage when the limits 
of your underlying auto and 
home policy are exhausted.  
   Umbrella policies are 
inexpensive because they only 
kick in after liability limits on 
your homeowners or auto policy 
have been used. Every day, there 
are personal lawsuits filed against 
ordinary people for a variety of 
reasons. Some of these lawsuits 
are frivolous. Others are justified. 
More often than not, defendants 
in these cases don’t have the 
added protection to block a 
plaintiff from going after their 
personal assets. This is where 
the umbrella comes in, to protect you and your assets from such a 
situation.
   Most insurers require policyholders to have $300,000 in 
liability on their homeowners, $250,000 of bodily injury per 
person, $500,000 in accident and $100,000 in property damage 
on their auto policy before they can purchase an umbrella policy. 
Any claim that exceeds these limits is covered by an umbrella. 
For example, if you have a $300,000 liability limit on your 
homeowners policy and a $1 million umbrella, you would have a 
total of $1.3 million in liability coverage. Most insurance carriers 
require you to purchase both your home and auto policies through 
them in order to buy an umbrella. Most umbrellas start at $1 
million and - depending on the company - can go as high as $10 

million. The amount of coverage you select for your umbrella 
should be determined by how much you are worth. If you have $2 
million in personal assets, you should have a $2 million umbrella. 
It’s not uncommon, either, for someone to purchase a larger 
umbrella policy than they actually need because the coverage is 
inexpensive to purchase. 
   If you are involved in an auto accident and hit a pedestrian, the 

resulting medical expenses for 
that person could cost more than 
your auto policy covers. That’s 
where the umbrella would be 
used. If that pedestrian then 
decides to sue you for negligence 
and seeks punitive damages, 
your umbrella can be utilized to 
cover your legal expenses and 
to pay any judgements against 
you. It is important to understand 
that excess liability covers you 
for all sorts of things that have 
nothing to do with your home 
or cars, such as personal injury 
protection, defamation, invasion 
of privacy and malicious 

prosecution. It also covers you if you are sued for libel or slander 
and takes care of your legal fees and court costs in a lawsuit.
   So, like an umbrella on a sunny day, umbrella insurance is 
something you don’t expect to use - but like an umbrella, it’s better 
to have it and not need it than to need it and not have it.    
   For approximately $15 to $20 per month, you can ensure that 
your assets - including retirement and college savings - will be 
protected from a lawsuit. 
   To find out more about an umbrella policy, contact Farmer’s 
Insurance agents Tricia Blazer and Christie Kosenina at (724) 695-
0700. Their agency is located in Imperial at 513 Route 30, Suite G. 
Email them at Christie.pblazer@farmersagency.com.   
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T%NNew in Town

   It is a known fact that the 
Pittsburgh area has a greater than 
average population of senior citizen 
residents. As the baby boomer 
generation continues to age, the need 
for home health care in the region 
will also increase.
   Renaissance Home Care has been 
providing quality care in area homes 
since 1994, but recently moved its 
headquarters from Mt. Lebanon to 
Essex Plaza in Imperial.
   Jodi Murn, a West Allegheny 
alumna and resident of McDonald, 
bought Renaissance in 2016 with the intention of moving it to the 
western suburbs. Murn is a registered nurse who began working at 
Renaissance in 2009 as a home health nurse. She later advanced to 
the position of director of nursing.
   When the former owner was ready to leave the business, Murn 
felt that the agency’s dedicated employees and the tendency of 
area seniors to remain in their homes for as long as possible were 
two good reasons to take over ownership at Renaissance. She also 
noticed a lack of home health care options in the area.
   All of the original employees have remained to help build 
the company and Murn has added nine home health aides, an 
additional nurse, and a marketer to her numbers for a total of 24 
full- and part-time workers. 
   Renaissance provides skilled nursing care, including wound 
treatment, IV therapy, ostomy care and medication management, 
in the comfort of a person’s home. Their nurses have experience 
working with diabetics and Alzheimer’s patients.
   The agency also offers physical, occupational and speech 
therapy, as well as home health aides who assist with bathing and 
personal care, light housekeeping, and meal preparation. There is 
a one-hour minimum for care, with the average home visit being 
two hours several times per week.
   In nearly all cases, a patient will be assigned the same nurse 
or caregiver for the entire treatment period to establish trust and 
continuity.
   Murn stressed that patients being discharged from the hospital 
who need continuing care at home have the right to choose their 
home health provider. Within 24 to 48 hours of a referral to 
Renaissance, a new patient will be assessed and assigned a nurse 
or home health aide. The agency is available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.
   Renaissance is Medicare-certified and accepts both private pay 

Renaissance provides new 
home health care option in western communities  

SUBMITTED BY JILL BORDO, 
RENAISSANCE HOME CARE

and numerous insurances, including 
Aetna, Health America and United 
Healthcare. The agency is also one of 
the few home care groups affiliated 
with the Allegheny County Area 
Agency on Aging’s Options program 
for seniors. Qualified veterans and 
their spouses may also receive 
home care at a reduced cost due to 
Renaissance’s partnership with the 
VetAssist program.
   According to Murn, the demand 
for home health and durable medical 
equipment businesses will continue 

to increase as hours for hospital stays decrease. The style of 
houses in which many older Pittsburgh residents want to remain 
is also a contributing factor. Multiple level homes with narrow 
staircases and bathrooms on the upstairs floor present challenges 
to the elderly.
   Though senior citizens comprise the bulk of the client base for 
Renaissance, post-surgery patients of any age may be candidates. 
One of the qualifiers for receiving home care, said Murn, is that a 
person is “unable to leave their home safely without taxing effort.”
   Murn is excited to be a business owner in the West Allegheny 
area and has already participated in several community events. 
Renaissance held a free ice cream social for seniors in April at 
the North Fayette 
Community Center, 
presented at a 
Findlay Township 
senior luncheon and 
will have a booth at 
Findlay Township’s 
fair in August.
   On Aug. 24, 
Renaissance will host 
its first senior fair 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Generations 
Center on Millers 
Run Road in Cecil. 
The agency hopes 
to expand further 
into the Washington 
County area.
   Renaissance Home 
Care is located at 
7900 Steubenville 
Pike and can be 
reached at (412) 563-
5055.

Jodi Murn, Toni 
Carmichael and Cindy 
Lewis are pictured outside 
Renaissance Home Care’s 
headquarters in Imperial. 

West Allegheny High School alumna Jodi Murn acquired Renaissance 
Home Care in 2016 after working for the business for seven years. She 
recently relocated the business to Imperial. 
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Bm&Benchmark
   When Josh 
Slomkowski, DC 
opened Hometown 
Spine and Sport at 7350 
Steubenville Pike in 
Oakdale one year ago, 
he knew he wanted to 
do more than just treat 
back injuries. That’s 
why he developed a 
unique, hybridized 
treatment model that 
blends chiropractic, 
soft tissue massage and 
rehabilitative exercises 
to treat common 
conditions such as 
carpal tunnel, rotator 
cuff injuries, elbow 
tendonitis, runner’s 
injuries, bursitis and 
more. 
   “We are trained to 
treat more than just 
spinal-related injuries,” 
says Slomkowski. “We 

also have established 
numerous relationships 
with the medical 
community and we 
collaborate with each 
patient’s primary care 
physician or orthopedist 
to deliver the best 
possible outcome.” 
   With its first year 
now behind it, the 
practice is looking 
forward to treating 
more people with 
common ailments. In the 
process, Slomkowski 
says he hopes to help 
patients either maintain 
or improve their 
livelihoods. 
   “My main goal is to 
help teach people how to 
take care of their injuries 
outside of the clinic with 
the proper exercise and 
stretching plan,” he says. 

   Slomkowski founded Hometown Spine and Sport last July 
after taking over Nicola Chiropractic. Prior to that, he earned his 
doctorate in chiropractic in 2013 from New York Chiropractic 
College. A Pittsburgh native, he holds a degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh and completed his chiropractic training 
by working as a clinical intern in the New York Veterans Affairs. 
There, Slomkowski gained advanced clinical experience treating 
peripheral neuropathies, pain-induced PTSD and other complex 
pain syndromes affecting veterans. 
   Slomkowski has advanced training in sports rehabilitation 
protocols, post-concussion rehabilitation and chronic pain 
syndromes. He is one of just a few health care providers in the 
Pittsburgh area who has training in active release technique, which 
facilitates healing by breaking up scar tissue left by old injuries.   
   Slomkowski says he became interested in the field of 
chiropractic after a chiropractor helped him get almost 
instantaneous relief from a soccer-related injury he suffered 
in high school. He continues to pursue an active lifestyle, by 
competing in triathlons, fishing, enjoying the outdoors and 
spending time with friends and family. 
    Hometown Spine and Sport is proud to offer sports-specific 
rehabilitation training procedures and is a certified clinic for 
Department of Transportation physicals. Hometown Spine 
and Sport offers same day appointments and accepts all major 
insurances, including Highmark Blue Cross, UPMC, Aetna, Cigna, 
United and Medicare. 
   Call them at (412) 490-1700. Find them online and read their 
blog at www.hometownspineandsport.com. Office hours are 
Monday and Friday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 11 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Wednesday, 1-7 p.m. 

Local chiropractic clinic celebrates one year of offering innovative care
STORY SUBMITTED BY 

HOMETOWN 
SPINE AND SPORT

Dr. Josh Slomkowski (at center) operates Hometown Spine and Sport at 7350 Steubenville Pike with 
administrative assistants Barb Parsons and Karrie Spencer. PHOTO BY DOUG HUGHEY
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Hankey Farms was a farm with 500,000 
chickens at any one time. This is a 

picture of one of the buildings (coops) 
on the farm. The farm house is still 
there, on Steubenville Pike where 

Carnegie Printing Company is located. 
John Hankey III tells us that his dad Bill, 
ran it to supply businesses they owned 

in Ohio and Sto Rox. 

Hankey Baking Company

Above article from Pittsburgh 
Post Gazette March 1935

NRW?Remember When?

   Up until the early 
1960s, before the 
$10 million housing 
community known as 
Hankey Farms grew 
up in North Fayette 
Township, a sprawling 
rural chicken farm 
supplying the Hankey 
Baking Company 
operated for one-
quarter of a century 
on the site. Over the 
years, ownership of the 
property changed hands 
between at least four 
different families and was 
utilized by their family-
run businesses. Most 
recently, members of the Scott family, whose descendants have 
operated a farm on the adjacent property since the 18th century, 
purchased the farmhouse and its surrounding five acres. They are 
currently in the process of repairing and updating the house with 
hopes that it will be preserved for future generations. 
   Established in the early 20th century, Hankey Baking Company 
Farms was a labor of love for dedicated local residents who 
raised chickens to supply area bakers with eggs and produce. The 
chicken farm was constructed and operated by John F. Hankey, 
who was born to German parents Frederick William and Josephine 
Marks Hankey in 1883. After finishing school, John worked 
briefly for a baker in McKees Rocks before beginning a 10-year 
association with M.A. Baker and Sons in Pittsburgh’s West End. 
From them, John learned the practical basis for operating and 
marketing a successful bakery. 
   In the fall of 1918, the enthusiastic young man constructed his 
first commercial building at the corner of May and Thompson 
streets in McKees Rocks. With 20 employees and six trucks for 
deliveries, he engaged in a quest with his master baker - who was 
also his production manager - to perfect a formula for securing and 
maintaining the finest quality bread with a genuine, homemade 
taste. That extra measure of care and the immaculate conditions 
of his new enterprise resulted in a rapid demand for his popular 
Farm Boy bakery products. To meet the ever-increasing need for 
reliable suppliers, Hankey purchased a farm that operated where 
the Hankey Farms housing development sits today. That is where 
the concept of Hankey Baking Company Farms took root in a 
quiet rural setting.
   The original 1800s farmhouse on the property was no ordinary 
dwelling. It stood tall, with stately ceilings and an enormous stone 
fireplace that was both the cook stove and the northeast kitchen 
wall. Its five fireplaces, with beautifully adorned mantles, rose 
on either side of its splendid grand staircase that towered above 
the expansive front door. The living and dining rooms were open, 
with high arched doorways that allowed a view all the way from 
one end of the house to the other. Upstairs, rooms replete with 

tall windows 
lined multiple 
bedrooms that 
looked out on a 
formidable hill 
where pastures 
stretched 
beyond the 
skyline. Further 
down the road, 
a natural gas 
well that was 
first recorded in 
1898 produced 
heat and light 
for the house. 
A natural 
pond on the 
southern side 

of the property had ducks and even a private stock of pigeons. On 
the hillside above the pond, the Hankeys built their large chicken 
coop. 
   In the early 1930s, the farmhouse was moved some 250 feet 
back from Route 22/30. The move was aided by horses, logs and 
mighty farm hands. It was then secured upon a newly constructed 
foundation and basement. John took up residence on the elaborate 
property with his wife, Pearl M. Mehaffey, and their seven busy 
children. The couple had married in 1913. There, the family 
enjoyed the clean country atmosphere and oversaw the developing 
poultry farm. Billboards with Hankey’s Farm Boy Bread soon 
became a landmark beside rows of white coops lining the hillside 
where 3,000 chickens could be found at any given time. Of those, 
2,000 were laying birds that supplied eggs for daily baking. The 
additional 1,000 birds were used for breeding. 
   The Hankeys modeled one very large room in the new basement 
area after a rathskeller, which is the German term for a basement 
pub or restaurant. The word rathskeller was even carved into a 
curved plank above the door. The family outftted their wonderfully 
adorned pub with a handsome wooden bar, oak-pegged floors and 
wine cellars behind several additional curved plank doors. The 
house was plumbed around 1927. By 1937, the basement housed 
a full kitchen with cupboards, stone-topped kneading tables, a cast 
iron cook stove, and a Pittsburg gas water heater. 

Before there was Hankey Farms, 
there was Hankey Baking Company Farms

STORY BY CAROLE STEWART

This large chicken coop operated by Hankey Baking Company Farms once sat on a hill now occupied by the 
Hankey Farms housing development. Behind the photographer, on the other side of where Steubenville Pike is 
today, was a large pond and the farmhouse (pictured at right) that is now being renovated. 
PHOTO COURTESY HANKEY FAMILY ARCHIVES
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   Stepping into that astonishing cellar today still takes a visitor’s 
breath away. On its enormous walls the story of bread making is 
artfully told in a series of raised plaster German motif murals. The 
murals depict the planting of fields, a harvest, taking the grain 
to mill and baking loaves of fine bread. Behind the handsome 
wooden plank bar are a pair of the same delicately colored murals 
that depict the miller’s wife in prayer and the miller reading. The 
murals are the first sight to all who enter the room from the outside 
door. Servants carrying oversized trays of food on their shoulders 
set the scene for the final mural, which depicts a feast in a very 
large and ornate room. Visitors instinctively reach up to touch the 
delicately shaped and painted faces and, of course, the tiny loaves 
of bread.  
   William F. Hankey grew up in that big farmhouse and today can 
often be seen on his tractor mowing the well-manicured lawn at 
his own picturesque house next door. He remembers his father’s 
fine talent and imagination as the architect who, in fact, designed 
the home where Bill has continued to live for these many years. 
He also recalls watching a German artist, who was also a family 
friend, painfully crafting the farmhouse’s murals when he was just 
a child. 
   In 1954, James A. Stewart purchased the Hankey farmhouse and 
the five-and-a-half acres surrounding it. A hearty mix of farmers, 
miners and printers, the Stewarts hailed from the Chartiers 
Township area. They were the force behind a printing company 
that was started in Carnegie by George Boyer Stewart, whose 
name could be found with other family members in the mastheads 
of the early Chartiers Union weekly newspapers. The same year 
James purchased the property, it was zoned for production facility 
use. Three more generations of Stewart family printers would 
live and work on the property. Above an antique desk in a newly 
remodeled reception area just above the rathskeller, the family 
hung framed copies of both the 1890 Chartiers Union and the 1927 
Carnegie Union - two newspapers the family helped publish. 
   James, who was George’s only son, expanded what would 
become a cumulative 150 years of actual print production 

experience. Three generations 
of the family’s sons and 
daughters handled all aspects 
of the business, including 
marketing, public relations, 
and all manner of advertising 
for specialty products and 
services. By the year 2000, 
four different corporations 
were operating under the 
Stewart Communication 
umbrella. Jim Stewart Jr. and 
his brother Jeffrey were both 
graduates of West Allegheny 
High School and channeled 
their energies into running a 
handsome array of printing 
equipment on the farm 
property. 
   The family also continued 
the tradition of farming on 
the property by raising English show horses and Jersey cows that 
grazed on the hill above the house. The rathskeller became for the 
next 60 years a meeting place for corporate leaders from all over 
the country who came to plan their marketing strategies. They 
would play racquetball on the front lawn or card games under 
the cedar-planked ceiling of the sun porch, which surrounded the 
extended and newly renovated living quarters.
   As history moves with the wind, so too will the legacy of that 
home, which became part of the Scott family’s dairy farm earlier 
this year. Scott family descendants first settled in the area in 1789. 
These experienced farm owners have wasted little time tending to 
major remodeling and restoration projects on the property. They 
have expressed a desire to preserve the landmark for the next 
generation of farm enthusiasts. The hilltop where the properties 
are now joined just happens to be at one of the highest elevations 
in North Fayette Township, where it is rumored that on a clear day 
one might view the terrain of two neighboring states. 
   Over the years, ambitious generations aided by dozens of loyal 
employees oversaw a number of different industries on the farm. 
They operated the farm and its fields to produce eggs and grain for 
bakeries. They ran letterpresses - at first the rotary and cylinder 
presses with hand-laid wood type and then later generations of 
offset presses. The long history of proudly serving some of the 
most prestigious names in Pittsburgh and throughout the country 
just didn’t happen. Whatever the owners of that farm property 
produced, success was always the result of the operating principles 
of honesty and integrity. As at least one prominent forefather used 
to say: “All business is local, and nobody profits until something is 
sold.”

ABOVE: A billboard advertises Farm Boy 
Bread, one of the products produced by 
the Hankey Baking Company. BELOW: 
The Hankey Baking Company Farms 
chicken coop was located next to a pond 
on the property. PHOTOS COURTESY 
HANKEY FAMILY ARCHIVES

LEFT AND FAR LEFT: These photos show some of the plaster moldings in the 
farmhouse’s rathskellar. The one at far left depicts a feast, while the one at near 
left depicts the miller’s wife in prayer. PHOTOS BY DOUG HUGHEY

The original Hankey Baking Company Farms farmhouse is currently being 
renovated by the Scott family, which purchased the property earlier this year. 
The family intends to rent the property either for residential or office use. 
PHOTO BY DOUG HUGHEY

Carole Stewart is a freelance writer who lives in Hankey Farms. She lived 
and worked with her late husband, Jim Stewart Jr., and his family in the 
original Hankey Baking Company Farms house for 30 of the 60 years 
that the family lived there. A frequent contributor to The Sewickley Herald 
during the early 1980s and 1990s, the writer is known for her love of 
words, people and Biblical history. She can be reached at 
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   On the evening of June 9, West Allegheny proudly graduated its largest class in school history as 279 seniors received their 
diplomas. Administration, school board members, family and 
friends came together to officially celebrate the Class of 2017.  
   Senior class officers - president Michael Starkman, vice 
president Daniel Shemon, secretary Joseph Gluzman, and treasurer 
Mitchell Fullard - led the graduates into the gymnasium, where 
the colors were presented by the West Allegheny Marine Corps 
JROTC. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, school board 
president Debbie Mirich welcomed graduates and guests. The 
senior address was then given by distinguished honors recipient 
Sydney Foy. For the second year, a faculty member was selected 
by graduates to present the distinguished faculty member speech, 
with this year’s teacher being Bob Yost. 
   The keynote address was presented by Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, 
superintendent, and Daniel Smith, high school lead principal. 
Together, they welcomed guests, congratulated graduates, and 
presented a video spotlight of the District’s 1st Annual Senior 
Celebration and Declaration Day. Those present were also treated 
to a video tribute from high school staff, who shared department-
themed life lessons and well wishes. Both videos may be found on 
the District’s Facebook page. 
   The ceremony was streamed live and archived, allowing viewers 
from around the globe to be part of the evening’s celebration.

   Music was provided by the senior chorus, under the direction of high school choral director Meagan Bruno, and the West Allegheny 
brass ensemble, under the direction of Steven Groba, ensemble director.

Class of 2017 celebrated at commencement ceremony

ABOVE: This year’s traditional commencement selfie was led by Daniel Smith, 
Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert and faculty speaker Bob Yost. LEFT: Distinguished honors 
graduates were (not pictured in this order): Netsanet Andualem, Katelynn 
Antoszeski, Sarah Behr, Zachary Costantino, Angela Dale, Martin Thomas Durkin 
III, Julia Falcioni, Kaylee Fields, Sydney Foy, Moira Gibson, Joseph Gluzman, 
Nicholas Kadlecik, Huynh Le, Marina Maropis, Gary McMurtrie, Gabriella Morton, 
Kaylee Musiol, Anh Nguyen, Ali Perry, Gabrielle Prevade, Kristen Quasey, Hannah 
Salvucci, Sydney Saunders, Daniel Shemon, Christina Sible, Andrew Silvis, Michael 
Starkman, Jessica Wasek and Kaitlin White.

Superintendent Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert shared a moment of celebration with 
seniors before proceeding into the gymnasium. 

August,
2017
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   West Allegheny was proud to host its First Annual 
Senior Celebration and Declaration Day on May 
25 in order to recognize the hard work and success 
of students. The day began with a school-wide 
assembly in the high school gymnasium, where 
seniors were greeted by the sounds of the Marching 
Pride and cheers from the bleachers, which were 
filled with students and staff. Seniors were invited 
to declare their post-graduate plans, whether it be 
career or college, and to wear clothing reflective of 
their choice. Seniors then passed through spirited 
rows of staff setting off confetti cannons and 
offering congratulations.
   Seniors then proceeded to the middle school 
where they were cheerfully welcomed by students 
and had an opportunity to visit with their former 
teachers. The day continued as they boarded buses and, with 
police escorts, were transported back in time as they visited the 
respective elementary schools of their childhood. A huge fanfare 
awaited them as each elementary school planned a school-specific 

assembly and celebration of their accomplishments. 
Seniors then addressed younger students, 
encouraging them to work hard and follow their 
interests and dreams. Student guides from McKee 
and Wilson took the seniors on tours of the newly 
renovated schools.
   The day’s events culminated with seniors 
returning to the high school for a cookout, where 
they received inspirational notes of encouragement 
and congratulations written and sent in by family, 
friends and teachers. Games and activities were 
provided for students as well.
   Students noted their appreciation for the 
outpouring of support and best wishes, as well as 
the opportunity to visit former teachers and schools. 
Staff members were thankful for the occasion to 

reunite with former students and get caught up on their future 
plans. The positive response from the day ensured the event will 
become an annual celebration and sendoff for seniors.
   

   At its June meeting, the board of school directors approved the 
early retirement of lead high school principal Daniel Smith Jr. 
and the subsequent reorganization of high school administration. 
Kevin McKiernan was promoted from his role 
as academic principal to lead principal and 
Katharine McClelland was promoted from her 
role as assistant principal to academic principal. 
Related to the high school administrative team 
restructuring, longtime athletic director David 
McBain was appointed to serve as high school 
dean of students in addition to his athletic 
director position. The administrative changes 
were effective June 30.
   Smith’s decision to seek early retirement 
followed a six-month, health-related leave of absence amidst 
ongoing health concerns. During Smith’s 14-year tenure 
as principal, he built strong working relationships with his 
administrators and staff, as well as lasting connections with 
students. Hired as a teacher in 1993, Smith dedicated his 
professional career to improving academic opportunities for West 
Allegheny students.  
   “It has been a true pleasure serving the students, the staff and 
the community,” said Smith. “Although my enthusiasm for this 
position and the District remains strong, my ongoing health issues 
are impacting my ability to do the job to my satisfaction. I look 
forward to the next chapter and to watching all of West A’s future 
accomplishments.” 
   Hired as assistant principal in 2009, McKiernan brings to the 
high school lead principal role a robust foundation for student 
engagement and support. He was instrumental in leading 
significant academic reform, ensuring that every West Allegheny 
High School student is connected to a college and career pathway. 
In addition to dramatically increasing student access to and 
success in Advanced Placement courses, McKiernan expanded 

academic opportunities through dual college enrollment and access 
to Parkway West Career and Technology Center for ninth grade 
students. In his new role, McKiernan will continue to promote the 

District’s Framework for Academic Excellence 
priorities that focus on academic rigor, equity, 
and excellence for all students in a safe and 
supportive environment; high quality instruction 
in every classroom, every day; and financial 
responsibility and operational efficiency. His 
goal is to support his staff and students, ensuring 
that every West Allegheny graduate is prepared 
for a career and/or college and has a viable post-
secondary plan.  
   Assuming the role of high school academic 

principal, McClelland has been with the District since 2014 when 
she was hired as high school assistant principal. Throughout her 
administrative tenure, McClelland has drawn on her expertise in 
technology and STEM to enhance student access and enrichment 
in these areas. She has also concentrated on building school 
culture through implementation of the Indian Pride Awards, 
pep rallies and the District’s first annual Senior Celebration and 
Declaration Day this spring. As academic principal, McClelland 
will expand on her role from assistant principal to include working 
with teachers more closely on professional learning opportunities, 
curriculum and instruction. 
   McBain takes over the role as high school dean of students after 
having performed the duties of dean since February in Smith’s 
absence. McBain’s daily responsibilities will encompass a focus 
on improving student attendance as well as student conflict 
resolution and discipline. He will also be a facility liaison. 
Longtime assistant athletic director Robert Palko will assume 
added responsibilities to ensure that the District’s athletic tradition 
of excellence is upheld.

High school administrative team reorganizes

High school administrators Kevin 
McKiernan, Katharine McClelland and David 
McBain prepare to welcome students in 
August.

First Annual Senior Celebration and Declaration Day 
proves meaningful for students and staff

Seniors Sydney Saunders and 
Sarah Behr take a look back 
in time while perusing a photo 
album from their days at McKee 
Elementary with teacher Diane 
Wiechelt.
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Superintendent’s Message
   An ongoing challenge facing K-12 educators is providing 
students with the skills necessary to be successful in a rapidly 
changing job market that encompasses jobs that do not currently 
exist. At West Allegheny, we take this challenge very seriously and 
have made it our mission to prepare students for the workforce, 
a career certification program and/or a two- to four-year college 
degree program by the time they graduate. Our ultimate measure 
of meeting this challenge is when our students are successful in 
obtaining career certification(s) and/or degree completion that 
culminates with job placement. This is not a mission that begins 
in a student’s senior year. This is a connection that is cultivated 
throughout a student’s K-12 experience at West Allegheny, where 
they are encouraged to explore their interests and passions and to 
take full advantage of the opportunities provided to them.  
   Many K-12 institutions erroneously commit to the “college 
for all” rhetoric. Research and workforce 
analysis has led West Allegheny educators 
to refute this educational trend. For years, it 
has been posited that there is a correlation 
between higher degree completion and 
higher earnings. This perception has 
prompted many K-12 institutions to adopt a 
college for all philosophy. A recent Harvard 
University study suggests that in 2018, 
however, 33 percent of all jobs will require 
at least a four-year degree while the majority of jobs available - 57 
percent - will require technical and applied skills obtained through 
certificate programs and/or associate degrees. Further, research on 
workforce trends suggests a 1:2:7 occupation ratio, meaning that 
for every one job that requires a master’s degree or higher, there 
are two jobs that require a university degree and seven jobs that 
require a one-year certificate or two-year associate’s degree. The 
1:2:7 occupation ratio is projected to be accurate through 2030. 
Further, national data suggests that of the 66 percent of students 
who attend college, only about 25 percent complete a degree. 
Fifty percent of college graduates are underemployed based on 
their college credential earned. Nationally, individuals with an 
associate’s degree earn wages on average ranging from $27,000 
to $68,000. Individuals with a bachelor’s degree earn on average 
wages of $34,000 to $97,000.  
   According to a Workforce Development Board report on high 
priority occupations, southwestern Pennsylvania will experience 
significant growth and demand in both skilled and associate 
degree jobs over the next five years. Our local data, coupled with 
national data on workforce and the staggering statistics on college 
readiness and degree completion, has propelled West Allegheny 
to adopt a framework of Career and College Readiness for all 
students. This framework is based on research from the Annenberg 
Institute at Brown University. The Career and College Readiness 
Framework consists of three critical dimensions: academic 
preparedness, academic tenacity and career/college knowledge. 
Throughout our students’ K-12 educational experience, we 
deliberately develop each dimension, thus ensuring students are 
prepared for post-secondary success.  
   The academic preparedness dimension has compelled WA to 
infuse more active learning into our curriculum with a focus on 
developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Both 
are necessary for workforce certifications, associate’s degrees, 

bachelor’s degrees and higher degrees. We have increased the 
focus of students reading nonfiction texts to better prepare them 
to analyze complicated technical manuals that accompany most 
skilled jobs and have higher readability scores than entry level 
college texts. Over the past several years, career exploration 
lessons and activities have been developed and presented to 
students multiple times throughout the year in grades six through 
12. We have also introduced our K-8 related/exploratory arts 
program to provide students with consistent opportunities to 
develop computer science, computer programming and robotic 
skills as part of our computers, innovation and design curriculum.  
Our career and college curriculum includes multiple career 
inventories and numerous career exploration opportunities. These 
include visits to Parkway West Career and Technology Center (for 
grade eight) and Pittsburgh Technical College (for grade 10). Our 

high school freshmen also attend several 
college and career days at Penn State 
University’s Beaver Campus as part of 
the Young Prospects Program. Eleventh-
graders and seniors attend the West 
Allegheny High School Fall Career and 
College Day and the Pittsburgh National 
College Fair at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. As well, juniors are 
encouraged to complete five college/career 

visits. We have also recently adopted a career curriculum that will 
be implemented in grades seven through nine, with a culminating 
career readiness project required for all eighth-graders and a 
formal Freshman Transition program for all ninth-graders. Starting 
with the 2017-2018 school year, the District is excited to offer 
freshman enrollment in Parkway West Career and Technology 
Center programs, which were traditionally available to students 
starting their sophomore year. Over 30 freshmen have already 
taken advantage of this program. Providing earlier access to these 
programs enhances and deepens connections to career pathways. 
It also offers more opportunities to earn additional industry 
credentials and participate in dual enrollment and work-study 
programs.   
   “The jobs that are in greatest demand in our region that provide 
a family sustaining wage require an associate’s degree and/or 
technical training,” said Dr. Darby Copeland, executive director 
of Parkway West Career and Technology Center. “West Allegheny 
students have the opportunity to begin their education and training 
for these high paying, high demand jobs four years earlier and for 
free.”  
   Also during the 2017-2018 school year, we are excited to be 
developing an Early College Academy in high school with the 
Community College of Allegheny County that will allow high 
school students to earn an information technology certificate worth 
15 credits. Students who complete the Early College Academy by 
the time they graduate will earn both a diploma and the certificate. 
They will then only need one year of college to earn an associate’s 
degree in information technology.  
   West Allegheny has also deliberately developed and is 
continually expanding their career and college knowledge 
dimension. There are three critical steps to effectively developing 
career knowledge. The first critical step is self-exploration of 
talents and strengths. This process is formalized in sixth grade as 

The District is dedicated to 
ensuring that every student 

has in-depth, meaningful 
career exploration and career 

planning opportunities so 
that all of our students have a 
viable post-secondary plan by 

the time they graduate.  
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Superintendent’s Message, cont.

   Students enrolled in Real World Projects at the high school 
have set the bar high when considering the applicable knowledge 
incorporated into the gaming course’s culminating project. The 
course was open to students who had completed the Zulama 
gaming foundations and prerequisite skills courses and who 
wanted to apply their gaming skills to this project-based 
opportunity. Students were tasked with designing and producing 
their own original online gaming app, creating a company to 
support the final product, build out a marketing plan and website 
for promotion and sales of the app, and assigning project roles to 
each of the student team members. 
   With the decision made to call their company MindRight 
Studios, students worked with clients to create three educational 
apps, two for West Allegheny teachers and one for the University 
of Wisconsin. As the final step in this real-world project, students 
presented their working app and business/marketing plan to a 
board comprised of District and building-level administrators, 
teachers and Zulama representatives who were impressed by the 
feasibility and professionalism of the project and proposal. Real 
World Projects teacher Chris Lucas offered high praise for students 
and their creativity, along with the dedication they demonstrated to 
the project and course curriculum. The course encourages students 
to look outside the box for solutions - a key skill in today’s job 
market. Several students in the course are planning to pursue a 
post-secondary degree in technology.  
   Students also noted the valuable lessons learned in the course. 
   “Real World Projects really opened my eyes as to how much 
work and cooperation it takes to market, produce and sell a game,” 
said senior Andrew Silvis, head of marketing for MindRight 
Studios. “I was in constant communication with clients and other 

members of our company to ensure that my team and I marketed 
the game in the best way possible. It helped grow my ability to 
work as part of a larger group, and instilled a sense of teamwork 
into all of us. I will be taking those improved skills into college, 
where I will have to work with other people frequently. The skills 
and knowledge that I gained in this class will be very beneficial in 
the years to come.” 
   West Allegheny computer and technology students were also 
invited to participate in CyberCamp July 24-28. The camp 
was hosted by the University of Pittsburgh and the Air Force 
Association. Three West Allegheny students attended the camp, 
which was designed as an introduction to careers in the growing 
field of cybersecurity and STEM disciplines. Both have become 
larger parts of the District’s course offerings in recent years.  

Gaming students create and market real world app

The MindRight Studios team steps away from their company responsibilities for 
a photo with teacher Chris Lucas (back right).

students complete the Naviance career interest survey and engage 
in lessons around their results. Their career interest survey then 
informs Step 2, which is career exploration and understanding of 
the job market, income ranges, skills and education required. Step 
2 is formalized beginning in seventh grade with our new Virtual 
Job Shadow program, a dynamic career exploration and planning 
platform. The curriculum introduces students to key aspects of 16 
career clusters, online course profiles, potential jobs within the 
cluster, necessary education and training, real-life experiences 
of people working in those careers, wages and earnings, etc. 
Career exploration continues through eighth grade with students 
participating in Parkway West Career and Technology Center 
presentations and visiting the campus for a career exploration day 
to learn more about the programs they offer. Beginning in 2017-
2018, Step 2 will culminate with students presenting a formal 
career readiness project and fully being able to access high school 
courses based on their talents/interests. Step 3 involves students 
being able to present a formalized career plan.  
   During the 2015-2016 school year, we launched seven career and 

college pathways at the high school. The pathways help students 
select from over 200 courses. They make informed decisions about 
their high school academic program of studies based on their 
career interest and ultimate career attainment goals. The seven 
career and college pathways guide students to create a four-year 
program of studies beginning at the end of their eighth grade year. 
This plan is based on their career knowledge and interests that they 
developed throughout their middle school years, thus formalizing 
Step 3 and ultimately helping every WA student have a viable, 
post-secondary plan.  
   Based on constant analysis of workforce data, and within our 
Career and College Readiness Framework, West Allegheny will 
continue to enhance academic and career/college knowledge 
dimensions. The District is dedicated to ensuring that every 
student has in-depth, meaningful career exploration and career 
planning opportunities so that all of our students have a viable 
post-secondary plan by the time they graduate.  

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent
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   West Allegheny High School social studies students 
who wondered what it would be like to be a state 
senator got their opportunity April 27 when state Sen. 
Guy Reschenthaler hosted a mock senate at Robert 
Morris University. The event was billed as a seminar 
for future leaders and allowed students from local 
high schools to serve on a senate committee, develop 
positions on legislation, debate issues in front of 
classmates and learn what it takes to get a law passed 
or defeated. In the process, they learned about the 
procedures that shape policies and laws. 

High school students participate in mock senate

High school social studies students join state Sen. Guy 
Reschenthaler (left) at a mock senate. 

Marching Pride claims second place at national festival
   West Allegheny was well represented at this 
year’s Apple Blossom Festival in Winchester, 
Virginia, where the Marching Pride placed 
second in the festival’s annual parade. Twenty-
eight other bands from as far away as Alaska 
also competed at the festival. The competition 
was part of the band’s trip to Virginia, 
Maryland and Washington, D.C. on May 4-7.
   The band also made stops at King’s 
Dominion, Inner Harbor and Fort McHenry 
National Monument and Historic Shrine, where 
band members were granted a rare opportunity 
to raise the American flag. Band director TJ 
Fox and several chaperones accompanied 
students on the trip. 

ABOVE: The West Allegheny Marching Pride marches to a second 
place finish at the annual Apple Blossom Festival. RIGHT: Mem-
bers mark their visit with a raising of the flag ceremony at Fort 
McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine.

Family and consumer science 
club hosts annual food drive
   Several large boxes of food and over $400 were delivered to 
the West Allegheny Food Pantry on June 2 following a food 
drive at the middle and high schools. The high school Family 
and Consumer Science Club sponsored the drive with items 
collected through donations, raffles and a Rachel’s Challenge 
pie-in-the-face contest. The largest contribution came from teacher 
Doug Murdoch’s students, who donated 1,500 cans of fruit and 
vegetables. FCS teachers Amy Rocchio and Sara Ferko organized 
the event with assistance from middle school teachers Jon Denk 
and Jenn Cook.
   With students home for the summer, the food pantry sees an 

increased need 
and was sincerely 
appreciative of 
the donations.

   The high school art club returned June 26 from a 12-day 
adventure to Greece and Italy, with stops in Athens, Delphi, 
Meteora, Florence, Rome, Pompeii, Sorrento, Capri and Vatican 
City. Highlights included visits to the Acropolis, Pantheon, 
Colosseum, Sistine Chapel and St. Peters Basilica. A total of 42 
students and chaperones made the trip.

Art trip instills 
incredible memories 

Art club students and chaperones find the perfect backdrop for a photo during 
their trip to the Colosseum.

Jon Denk, Sandy 
Pittinaro, Amy 
Rocchio and Sara 
Ferko finish their 
delivery to the West 
Allegheny Food 
Pantry.
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   The arts department had much to 
be proud of this past spring when the 
District was well-represented on the 
local, state and national levels.
   Notably, the speech and debate 
team flourished this season under 
the leadership of head coach Mike 
Shaffer, who was assisted by Mike 
Quinn and Lauren Barry. Seventeen 
team members participated in up to 13 
regular season tournaments throughout 
western Pennsylvania. A few students 
also reached state and national 
qualifiers. 
   The Pennsylvania High 
School Speech League’s State 
Championship Tournament 
was held March 23-25 at 
Bloomsburg University. In 
individual competition, junior 
Lucia Bruschi placed second 
in radio announcing. Senior 
Catherine Wheatley placed 11th 
in humorous interpretation. 
Sophomores Renae Roscart and 
Casey Bachowski placed 22nd in 
poetry and 28th in impromptu speaking, 
respectively. Sophomores Sean Collins 
and Abhilasha Raghuwanshi, along with 
junior Rachel Schade, also qualified for 
the state tournament but did not place this 
year. Students from Pittsburgh District 
3, which includes West Allegheny, also 
combined to place first in the state as a 
District. 
   Three team members earned the 
opportunity to compete at the national level 
by qualifying for the National Speech and 
Debate Association’s national tournament, 
which was held May 25-28 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Senior Catherine Wheatley and 
sophomores Renae Roscart and Casey 
Bachowski placed in the top 100 in their 
respective categories. 
   Two students represented the music 
department at the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association All-State Festival in 
Erie April 19-22, Senior trombonist Shawn 
Holl performed as part of the all-state 
concert band. Senior soprano Kaylie Wallace 
performed as part of the all-state chorus. 
Both students qualified through auditions 
at district and regional festivals earlier in 
the year. TJ Fox and Meagan Bruno are 
the high school band and chorus directors, 
respectively. 

   The High School Art Show, 
held April 20-22, showcased the 
remarkable talents of Art 1 through 4, 
AP art and media arts students. The 
show was coordinated by art teachers 
Leah Shuck, Mike Short and Mike 
Shaffer. The Middle School Art Show, 
which was held May 17-18, displayed 
over 880 student artworks in one of 
the biggest and best-attended WAMS 
art shows in many years. All three 
elementary schools also hosted their 
annual Arts Alive celebrations, which 
showcased the District’s youngest 

talents. The shows were well 
attended by family and friends.
   The high school earned 
a WA record of nine Gene 
Kelly Award nominations 
for its spring production of 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
in the categories of best 
musical (budget III), best 
actress, best execution of 
direction, best execution of 
choreography, best ensemble, 

best crew/technical execution, best 
scenic design, best costume design 
and best lighting design. Twenty-
seven schools in Allegheny County 
participated this year. As one of nine 
schools nominated for best musical - 
three in each of three budget categories 
- the WA cast had the unique opportunity 
to perform their opening production 

number on the Benedum Center’s stage 
at the Pittsburgh CLO’s 27th Annual 
Gene Kelly Awards on May 27. WA also 
won a Kelly Award for best execution of 
choreography and best costume design. 
   Senior Chloe Kehm won the coveted 
best actress award for her role as Millie 
and represented the Pittsburgh CLO at 
the Eighth Annual National High School 
Musical Theater Awards in New York 
City. Her trip included eight days of 
musical theatre master classes at New 
York University prior to performing in a 
gala performance June 26 at the Minskoff 
Theatre. Justin Fortunato served as the 
show’s director. He was assisted by Bob 
Neumeyer as musical director and Mara 
Greer as choreographer. Tom Snyder, 
arts coordinator at WA, is the executive 
producer. He was assisted by Meagan 
Bruno as producer. 

District well-represented in the arts

TOP TO BOTTOM: Chloe Kehm’s performance won 
a Gene Kelly Award for best actress. The speech 
and debate team competed in several tournaments 
throughout the season. The high school art show drew 
many visitors. This photo shows some of the artwork 
featured at the annual middle school art show. 
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   Middle school teacher Jacob Minsinger was honored with the 
2017 middle school Teacher of the Year award at the Golden 
Apple Gala May 25. Minsinger was selected from teachers 
throughout western Pennsylvania. The gala and awards ceremony 
are hosted annually by the Prevention Network and Class 
Academy in order to recognize local and regional educators for 

their exemplary work.
   Also recognized 
were middle school 
teachers Mark Davis 
and Jacqueline Schmidt, 
both of whom also 
received certificates of 
recognition. 

Minsinger named Golden 
Apple Teacher of the Year

Jacob Minsinger displays 
his Golden Apple Award with 
middle school principal Dr. 
Frank Hernandez.

Sixth grade raises 
$3,000 for Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh

Sixth-graders 
proudly display 
a donation check 
for Children’s 
Hospital.

   Sixth grade students and staff ended the school year on a positive 
note when they hosted a Strike Out Pediatric Cancer fundraising 
event for Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh on June 7. The daylong 
activities began with a viewing of the movie “Million Dollar Arm” 
followed by an afternoon of silly softball stations organized by 
teachers that culminated with treats from Bruster’s Ice Cream. The 
service project 
raised a total 
of $3,000 in 
donations.

   As a culmination of a yearlong focus on Rachel’s Challenge, students and 
staff hosted an impactful year-end celebration June 8. In the spirit of the 

school’s anti-bullying and 
kindness program launched 
in 2016, sixth grade students 
planted flower seeds as a 
symbol of their growth in 
the middle school. Seventh 
grade displayed their chains of 
release to let go of unpleasant 
feelings or happenings 
while eighth grade released 
butterflies raised by students to 
represent hope and optimism 
for their future high school 
experience.

   Students and staff also hosted Rachel’s Walk, a walkathon to show support 
for District families. Monetary donations were collected for the Family 
Support Committee, which provides food to students in the District during 
the summer months who will miss free breakfast and lunch served during the 
school year. 
   The day’s activities provided a meaningful send-off for students as they 
reflected on treating others with caring and respect.  

Middle school launches more 
than Rachel’s Challenge program

   On May 18 and 19, Donaldson Elementary School 
aide Mala Hari visited sixth grade social studies 
classes as part of their section on South Asia and 
India. The purpose of her visit was to share her 
experiences and culture with students, as Hari was 
born and raised in India but has lived in the U.S. and 
the West Allegheny community for the past 15 years. 
During her presentation, she spoke to students about 
several aspects of Indian culture, including language, 
food, music, dance, family life and education. She 
also shared many personal stories and pictures. 
Students learned how to properly greet someone in 
the Indian culture and also had the opportunity to ask 
many questions throughout the presentation. 

A first-hand lesson 
on India’s culture

Mala Hari shares family photos from her time in India with sixth 
grade students.

In recognition of Rachel’s Challenge, students release 
butterflies raised in class. 
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   Wilson teachers Nancy Sale and Tania Garofoli invited Liz Aquino from 
the Good Manners Group to present four proper etiquette lessons this spring 
to their Wilson fifth-graders. The sessions included table manners, formal 
introductions, common courtesies and more. The classes culminated June 1 
with a brunch where students put the lessons they learned into practice.

Girls On The Run instills confidence

   This past spring, girls at all three elementary schools participated in the Girls On The Run afterschool program. Girls On The Run 
creatively incorporates running into a curriculum that encourages girls to be joyful, healthy and confident. On May 21, their training was 
put to the test at Hartwood Acres, where they participated in the annual Girls On The Run 5K race. 
   Staff members and parents volunteer their time to run the afterschool sessions.

West Allegheny was well represented at the Hartwood Acres Girls On The Run culmination 5K run event May 21. Students from Wilson, McKee and Donaldson 
(pictured from left to right) all participated. 

Etiquette lessons 
teach manners for all occasions

Wilson fifth-graders practice proper table etiquette.

   Under the direction 
of Wilson art teacher 
Brittney Counihan, 
students collected 
and brought in plastic 
bottle caps to create 
incredible works of 
art. The colorful and 
creative murals they 
made with the bottle 
caps are on display 
in the halls of Wilson 
Elementary for 
students and visitors 
to admire. 

Recycled materials 
make incredible art

This mural of the Earth was created 
from recycled bottle caps collected 
by students at Wilson Elementary.  

Another monumental Washington, D.C. trip
   The annual eighth grade trip to 
Washington, D.C. took place May 
31-June 2 and proved monumental as 
students visited numerous historical 
sites and museums. Students and 
chaperones took in the Washington 
Monument, Lincoln Memorial, 
National Air and Space Museum, 
Arlington National Cemetery, and 
several war memorials.  

Students take time out from their site 
seeing for a photo on the Lincoln Memorial 
steps.
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   Wilson Elementary acquired several sensory 
items for students with emotional and sensory 
needs through the generosity of a West Allegheny 
Foundation grant. The items are designed to provide 
a safe environment for students and include a reading 
corner, hammock swing, web swing, swivel chair, 
sensa-rock, rope lights and bubble tubes. Students 
quickly found comfort and security in the classroom 
additions. 

Sensory items 
made possible by 
West Allegheny 
Foundation grant

McKee Student 
Council members 
and principal 
Tom Orr present 
a donation to 
benefit the 
Book Bus to 
Dr. Christine 
Assetta. 

Community Book Bus 
benefits from McKee generosity

   It was a fitting way 
to end the year for 
Donaldson students 
and staff as they tallied 
paper chain links they 
made throughout the 
school year to recognize 
acts of kindness. With 
a total of 1,304 links, 
Donaldson embraced 
the concept of starting 
a chain reaction. That 
concept is encouraged 
by the Rachel’s 
Challenge program, 
which is designed to 
promote a school culture 
of caring and kindness.

Links represent 
kindness at Donaldson

Donaldson students 
assembled this paper chain 
from links they created 
when they witnessed an 
act of kindness during the 
school year. 

   Donaldson students in Beth Koraido’s math classes participated in qualifying 
rounds to secure a slot in the culminating annual Math 24 Tournament, which 
was held June 1. Math 24 is a program designed to increase the automaticity of 
math facts by solving problems that total 24. Qualifying rounds consisted of a 
simulated in-class tournament, with the top six students from both math classes 
moving on to an afterschool tournament. Jack Hazuda finished the competition in 
first place and received a medal while all 12 students received certificates, ribbons 
and a Math 24 bracelet.

Students qualify for 
Math 24 competition at Donaldson

A reading 
corner with 
sensory items 
at Wilson 
Elementary 
was made 
possible 
through 
a West 
Allegheny 
Foundation 
grant.

   On June 7, students involved in the McKee Student Council presented a $500 
donation to Dr. Christine Assetta, assistant to the superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction, to benefit the West Allegheny Community Book Bus. The 
funds were collected through various fundraisers including novelty sales and 
contests during the school year. Assetta shared with students the important 
role the Book Bus plays in early literacy and students made suggestions as to 
what books they thought would make good additions to the mobile resource. 
Teachers Virginia Belko and Dana Bacu are student council advisors and 

helped 
organize the 
fundraisers.

LEFT: The top 12 Math 24 finishers were: (back) Jack Hazuda, Blake McHugh, Clifford Brindle, 
Caden Gnoth, Skyler Pilardi-Roberts, Faith Haley, (front) Magdalena Stafura, Riley Galon, Marley 
Munroe, Victoria Collins, Devyn Baker and Dylan Pilardi-Roberts. RIGHT: Jack Hazuda proudly 
displays his first place medal.

35August/September 2017 • www.awmagazine.com •



for weekly 
events,

school closings,
and delays.

Visit
West AllegheNy

oNliNe:
www.westasd.org

All material has been prepared,
written or edited by

Karen Ruhl,
School Community

Relations Coordinator,
West Allegheny School District

(724) 695-5274

BoArd of school directors

AdmiNistrAtioN

Mrs. Debbie Mirich,
   President
Mr. Mark Rosen,
   Vice President

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent
Dr. Christopher Shattuck, Assistant 
   Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Christine Assetta, Assistant to the
   Superintendent for Curriculum and
   Instruction
Mr. George Safin, Business Manager
Mrs. Elaine Fitzgerald, Director of Student
   Services
Mr. Kevin McKiernan, High School 
   Principal
Ms. Katharine McClelland, High School 
   Academic Principal
Mr. David McBain, Dean of Students/
   Director of Athletics

Mr. George Bartha
Mr. Edward Faux
Mrs. Tracy Kosis
Mr. Chip McCarthy

Mr. Robert Ostrander
Mr. Ronald Pasic
Mrs. Tracy Pustover

Dr. Frank Hernandez, Middle School  
   Principal
Ms. Megan Huchko, Middle School
   Assistant Principal
Mrs. Toni Baldanzi, Supervisor of Ancillary
   Programs
Mrs. Patricia Nolan, Donaldson Elementary
   Principal
Mr. Thomas Orr, McKee Elementary
   Principal
Mrs. Rachel Gray, Wilson Elementary
   Principal
Mr. Kenneth Fibbi, Director of Buildings
   and Grounds

West AllegheNy school district

   The Athletic Complex renovation project at the high school is well underway, with 
the stadium track and turf now complete and ready for use by the District’s student 
athletes, as well as by the community. Work on the stadium began in May with 
resurfacing and rebuilding of the press box, along with the addition of a new state-
of-the-art scoreboard. That work is expected to be complete by the start of school.
   The construction project also includes a building addition, as well as major 
renovations to the swimming pool (natatorium) and locker rooms. Demolition, the 
first phase of the pool renovation, at the existing auxiliary gymnasium and pool 
area is nearing completion. This will allow for expansion of the pool to eight lanes, 
which aligns with the standards of a modern, competitive pool. The project will 
also provide a new spectator area and ADA-accessible locker rooms. Following 
the demolition phase within the existing building, foundation work will begin for 
the new building addition that will house the JROTC program, fitness center and 
auxiliary gym. Lighting upgrades in the main gym are also underway. Work will 
continue at the high school through early 2018. 

High school Athletic 
Complex construction underway

New turf and track surfaces have been installed on the high school campus as part of the Athletic 
Complex renovation project. The new surfaces will provide greater safety for student athletes.

   West Allegheny was proud to host a Steelers 
Youth Camp on July 20-21. For the 10th year, 
Joe P. DiMichela Stadium was filled with 
young players 
fulfilling 
dreams of 
learning from 
their favorite 
former and 
current 
Steelers 
players who 
generously 
give their 
time at the 
camp. 

West Allegheny 
hosts Steelers 
Youth Camp

Student 
athletes had 
a chance 
to play with 
former and 
current 
Steelers at 
this year’s 
Steelers 
Youth Camp 
at Joe P. 
DiMichela 
Stadium.
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enthusiast and Coraopolis resident Chris 
Rolinson relishes the memory of a train rumbling past Station 
Square in Pittsburgh as his wedding ceremony took place there.
   The Coraopolis Community Development Foundation board 
member is hopeful that, one day, other railroad buffs will be able 
to experience that same rumble at their own marital celebrations 
when they are held at the newly-renovated Coraopolis train station 
on Mill Street and Neville Way.
   Weddings, corporate events and community meetings are a few 
of the future gatherings envisioned at the station by members of 
the CCDF. Once completed, the group also hopes to capitalize on 
the station’s proximity to the Montour and Ohio River Greenway 
trails by offering a café for trail users.
   The Pittsburgh & Lake Erie passenger station was designed 
by the H.H. Richardson Company and built by the firm Shepley, 
Rutan & Coolidge in 1896. The CCDF purchased the structure in 
2006. After 10 years of debate over what to do with the building 
and how to fund a renovation project, the group finally began 
reconstruction 22 months ago to avoid irreparable deterioration to 
the structure from winter weather.
   A small nucleus of people, including Rolinson, CCDF Executive 
Director Sam Jampetro, board chairman Shawn Reed, and 
Imperial resident and business owner Ken Faux, initiated the 
fundraising process. An Indiegogo campaign in 2014 fell far 
short of the $75,000 goal set by the committee, but achieved the 
important objective of raising awareness and rallying the town 

around the project.
   Subsequent donations and a $290,000 grant from the Allegheny 
Foundation provided enough funding to finish two phases of the 
project. The total cost of the entire project is expected to exceed 
$1.2 million. 
   Phase I included stabilization of the structure with replaced floor 
joists, repairs to the roof and cleanup of debris.
   Phase II brought corrections to the nine-foot overhang around 
the outer perimeter of the building and final repairs to the roof.  
All of the doors and windows in the station are currently being 
replaced.
   Faux, who is serving as project manager through his company 
Imperial Construction Services, said that renovations have been 
paced according to grant funding. Considering that much of the 
work has been completed sporadically by volunteers, Faux feels 
that the group “has made good progress.” 
   Faux commented that the CCDF board, which includes grant 
writer Stacey Christe, has developed a better understanding of 
what is needed in a request for funds and a more polished and 
professional approach in the application. He believes that a “big 
grant is coming soon,” one that will propel the project to the finish 
line.
   A veteran of project management and grant procurement, Faux 
has been integral to the progress of the train station endeavor. The 
West Allegheny community resident stated that he “has tried to be 
the balance” in the project, at times sacrificing authenticity without 

COUNTER CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: Andrew Faux removes crumbling plaster from lath in the train station in downtown Coraopolis; 
Ken Faux, Dan Frederick and Shawn Reed place new floor joists in the station. Ron Faux secures framework inside the station. Ken Faux, 
Sam Jampetro and Shawn Reed confer at the site. Mike Faux removes plywood protecting a transom window at the entrance of the station. 
PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPER ROLINSON. Construction fencing surrounds the station on the corner of Mill Street and Neville Way in Coraopolis. 
PHOTO BY JILL BORDO  Train

Coraopolis train station Coraopolis train station 
project taking shapeproject taking shape

STORY BY JILL BORDO

Save Our Station!
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compromising the character of the building.        
   Among Faux’s accomplishments are renovations to 17 of 
the libraries in the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh system. The 
Homewood Branch project included the restoration of 176 
double-hung windows. That library experience served Faux well 
several years ago when he oversaw the renovation of the new West 
Allegheny Community Library project.  
   Though contracted for the work, he estimates that he’s also 
logged 1,000 hours of volunteer work on the WACL building.
   Faux, members of his family and dozens of other volunteers 
from the Coraopolis area still have numerous hours ahead of 
them at the train station, a fact that seems to motivate rather than 
intimidate all of those involved.
   It is Rolinson’s belief that the train station project has become 
“bigger than Coraopolis itself” with thousands of Facebook 
followers, train enthusiasts, preservationists and history buffs from 
beyond the area showing 
interest in it.
   Several Community Day 
open houses have attracted 
hundreds of visitors. Social 
media campaigns prompted 
residents to reminisce 
about the station and what 
it meant to them when they 
attended the open houses.
   P & LE trains traveled 
from Beaver Falls to 
Pittsburgh several times 
per day for 139 years. As 
such, locals have strong 
memories of the station. 
It’s where people in 
Coraopolis departed for 
work each day and young 
men departed for war. A 
local VFW or American 
Legion group handed out 
toiletry packages to all 
those soldiers leaving the 
station during the Korean 
War era. A Coraopolis 
family still had a kit and 
donated it to the CCDF to 
display in a museum that’s 
planned for the station.
   Artifacts unearthed at the 
station include thousands 
of ticket stubs, bottles and 
50 original blueprints of the building. Rolinson mentioned the 
discovery of numerous American Express bills, which show a 
robust system of credit was used for items delivered to the station. 
He hopes that these logs of resident purchases can eventually be 
used for genealogy studies.
   Another recently discovered feature of the station may provide 
a unique safety measure for Coraopolis. An intact tunnel with 
a hatch in the cement pad near the Mill Street portico extends 
beneath the rails toward the river. At one time, a second opening 
existed on that side of the tracks.
   Faux and Rolinson said that CSX engineers inspected the 

underground passage and conveyed the opinion that the 
tunnel would be a safety benefit to the station, the trail and the 
community. At least six railroad crossings exist in town. Several 
pedestrians have been killed over the years and, on at least one 
occasion, a stalled train prohibited paramedics from attending to 
a medical emergency. If the second opening was reestablished, 
the tunnel would allow access to both sides of the tracks in future 
similar situations.
   Phase III of the project will focus primarily on the interior 
remodeling of the Richardson Romanesque-style station. An area 
historian is assisting with the period design elements. Though not 
many interior photographs of the station exist, a train station in 
Beaver, modeled after the Coraopolis station, has been renovated 
and is being studied for design ideas.   

   A “Market on Mill 
Street” open house was 
held at the station on 
the morning of June 17. 
Antique vendors from the 
town set up tables for the 
event and the building 
was open for tours and 
questions.
   Rolinson reported that 
residents and supporters 
will soon be able to 
sponsor new building 
materials such as bricks 
and windows. Followers 
should also watch the 
website for the opportunity 
to own an historic piece 
of the station for a $100 
donation. One such 
example is the original 
slate pieces removed from 
the roof overhangs.  
   “Once those are gone, 
they’re gone!” said 
Rolinson.
   When completed, the 
station will house a full 
kitchen, a central counter 
with seating that wraps 
around the former ticket 

window of the station and space for at least 120 guests for venues.
   “The town needs an event space,” said Rolinson, adding that 
there are not enough party venues in the immediate area.  
   Both Rolinson and Faux stressed that all proceeds from the café 
and events held at the station will support the work of the CCDF, 
which provides emergency support for local families in crisis as 
well as assistance to the Coraopolis Food Bank, the community 
garden house, and more.
   The mission statement of the CCDF says that it is “dedicated 
to the awakening and rebirth of the once vibrant Coraopolis 
community.”
   The Coraopolis train station was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places by the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation in 1978. Renovations to the station are expected to be 
completed by the end of 2018.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE LEFT: Dan Fredrick, Andrew Faux and Ken Faux work on 
scaffolding; Michael Faux removes debris. Ken Faux tests one of the old windows in the 
station. PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPER ROLINSON 
BELOW LEFT: Plans call for the old ticket booth to be used to pass food through to a central 
area in the cafe, which will have a counter with seats. PHOTO BY JILL BORDO 
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Greater Pittsburgh Aero Radio Control Society, 
80 Model Airport Road, Burgettstown, meets Thursdays, 5 p.m., through 
summer, fly model airplanes, learn about the hobby, www.gparcs.org.

Montour Trail monitors needed, Jesse Forquer, 
jjforquer@comcast.net.

54th Annual Moon Township Rotary Club Corn 
Roast, Aug. 15, Rotary Shelter in Moon Park, 5-8 p.m., $20 at door, 
corn on the cob, burgers, hot dogs, sweet and hot sausage, potato salad, 
baked beans, desserts, beer, soft drinks, benefits West Hills Food Bank, 
Robert Morris University Scholarship Fund and other Rotary charities, Andy 
Keppel, (412) 264-8072.

Not One More Candlelight Vigil and Recovery 
Celebration, Aug. 24, 6-9 p.m., 1012 5th Ave., Coraopolis, 
ceremony to raise awareness about opioid epidemic and remember those 
lost to it, bring chair for seating, contactusnompgh@gmail.com.

The Rock Flea Market, Aug. 25-27, Friday, 6-8:30 p.m., $5 
preview, Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday 1-3 p.m., half-price day, 
accepting donations through Aug. 18, no televisions or electronics, 
supports youth and family programs, tax receipts available, (412) 526-4945, 
rock_oakdale@yahoo.com.

Feastival, Aug. 26, 3-9 p.m., downtown McKees Rocks, food trucks, 
kids’ activities, live music featuring: Leftover Salmon, TheCause featuring 
Jeff Mattson of Dark Star Orchestra, Starship Mantis, Lyndsey Smith & The 
Soul Distribution, bring blanket and chairs, www.pghfeastival.com.

Robinson/Montour 12th annual Reunion 
Picnic, Aug. 26, starts 2 p.m., Clever Park Rotary Shelter, $20/person, 
send checks to: Pete Caristo, 69 Cowan Road, Carnegie, PA 15106, 
include year and e-mail address, Joann, (412) 264-9026.

McDonald Lions Club Rib Cookout, Aug. 26, Sept. 30, 
pickup at McDonald Trail Station, 161 South McDonald St., starts selling 
at 9 a.m. and sells until all are sold, $9 one-pound boat, call to pre-order, 
Caryll, (724) 926-9541, benefits McDonald Lions Club charities.

Rosedale Technical College Third Annual Car 
Show, Aug. 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Rosedale Technical College, 215 
Beecham Dr., free admission, family friendly, open to the public, dash 
plaques for first 100 vehicles, food vendors, entertainment, register vehicles 
and view categories at www.rosedaletech.org, Sean Barrett, 
(412) 855-9956, sean.barrett@rosedaletech.org. 

Robinson Township’s 15th Annual Autumn 
Festival, Sept. 9, noon-11 p.m., Burkett Sports and Recreation 
Complex on Daniel P. Tallon Memorial Field, closes with Pyrotecnico 
Fireworks show at 10 p.m., vendors, food, beer tent, games, rides, live 
entertainment throughout the day, Robinson Township Historical Society 
display with raffle, www.townshipofrobinson.com.

DAR Jacob Ferree Chapter Meeting, Sept. 9, 11 a.m., 
Montour Heights Country Club, RSVP by Sept. 5 to Ruth Pickett, 
(724) 538-4623, rpickett12351@embarqmail.com.

Sounds of  Pittsburgh Chorus Cabaret, Sept. 9, 6 
p.m., featuring women’s a cappella chorus, with guest quartet Speakeasy, 
Kennedy Township VFD, adults $30, children $12, table of eight, $220, 
www.soundsofpgh.org, (412) 945-SING.

Fall for Your Library, Sept. 16, 6-10 p.m., North Fayette 
Community Center, gourmet food samplings, wine pairings, silent auction, 
raffle, games, benefits Western Allegheny Community Library, $60, group 
discounts, (724) 695-8150, squareup.com/store/wacl/.

Youth Dek Hockey League, Saturdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 4, 
ages 4-15, Settlers Cabin Park, see page 37 for details. 

Historical Log Homes Tour, Sept. 26, self-guided tour of 
five area log cabins, interpreters at each cabin, 
www.pioneerswesthistoricalsociety.org. 

Seventh Annual PALS Charity Golf  Outing, 
Sept. 9, Quicksilver Golf Club, 7 a.m. registration, 8 a.m. shotgun start, 
1 p.m. lunch and awards, hole-in-one, closest to the pin, skins, raffles, 
prizes, gift auction, lunch, $125 per golfer, in conjunction with North Fayette 
Township, provides recreational opportunities for children with disabilities, 
sponsorships available, (724) 307-3725.

St. Columbkille Church Craft/Vendor Party, 
Sept. 23, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Columbkille Church, variety of local crafters 
and home party vendors, 30 tables, free admission, food and refreshments 
available, sponsored by St. Columbkille Christian Mothers and Guild, 
benefits Unbound and Spiritual Pilgrimages.

Oak’tober Fest, Sept. 23, 3-8 p.m., Oakdale business district, 
traditional German food, beer, fun, (724) 693-9740. 

McFall Fest, Oct. 14, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., McDonald Presbyterian 
Church, Karin_Munoz@comcast.net for application.
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North Fayette Parks and Rec.
To register call (724) 307-3725 or email dhildebrand@north-fayette.
com, unless otherwise noted. Programs take place at the North Fayette 
Community Center at Donaldson Park, unless otherwise noted.
New programs, events and leagues forming. Visit www.
north-fayette.com to for current programs. Call for more information.
Fall Festival, Oct. 21, 5-7p.m., fall family fun with trunk-or-treat, 
pumpkin patch, crafts, hayrides children’s costume contest. 
Adult Basketball League, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., Sept. 11-
Dec. 18, sfox@north-fayette.com. 
Adult Volleyball League, Tuesdays,6:30-8:30 p.m., Sept. 
5-Dec. 5, sfox@north-fayette.com. 
Adult Fall Co-Ed Softball, Sundays, games start 9 a.m., 
Aug. 27-Nov. 5, sfox@north-fayette.com. 
Variety of  Fitness Classes, offered Monday-Saturday, 
check www.north-fayette.com for schedule.
Boot Camp, Mondays, 7:30-8:30 p.m., Saturdays, 10-11 a.m.
Cardio Hitt Sculpt, Mondays, 6-7 p.m., starts back Aug. 28.
Rock N Roll Kickboxing, Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., Saturdays, 
9 a.m.
Kettlebell Class, Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m., starts Aug. 30.
Pound/Zumba, Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
PIYO, Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m., Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m., Fridays, 9-10 a.m.
Pickle Ball, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-10:30 a.m., night session 
TBA, free with membership. 
Water Walking, Monday-Thursday, 6-8 p.m., Donaldson 
Elementary, $2 per session, ages 18+, starts September, dates TBD.
Water Aerobics, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5-6 p.m., $2 or 
medical insurance card, ages 18+, starts September, dates TBD.
Senior Luncheons, noon, second Wednesdays, Sept. 12-May, 
call or email to be put on senior newsletter distribution list. 
PALS, Providing Assistance Love & Support, email or call for upcoming  
fall/winter events. 
Pals Picnic, Sept. 23, call or email for more.
Developmental Volleyball League, ages 9-15, 
Wednesdays, Sept. 6-Oct. 11.
Ultimate Frisbee, ages 8-15, Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Sept. 
11-Oct. 16.
Super Kids Basketball, ages 3-11, 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
sfox@north-fayette.com. 
After School Programming 2017-2018, Monday-
Friday, begins Aug. 22, 3-5:30 p.m., K-8 programs designed to provide a 
safe environment for children to come after school, transportation provided 
from schools to community center when school is in session, 
nkreutzman@north-fayette.com, $10/day. 
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Findlay Parks and Rec.
Register for any of the following programs by calling Findlay Township 
Parks and Recreation at (724) 695-0500 x 246 or email 
dlarson@findlaytwp.org, unless otherwise indicated. 
Checks payable to Findlay Township unless otherwise indicated. 

Findlay Township Fair in the Woodlands, 
Aug. 18-19, 6-10 p.m. Friday, 10:30 a.m. parade Saturday, fair opens 
11:30 a.m., 10:15 p.m. fireworks show, community booths, fair food, 
live entertainment, art and agricultural contests, dunk tank, petting zoo, 
pony rides, live music, pie eating and hoola hoop contests, see page 9 for 
schedule.

Findlay Township Semi-Great Race, Aug. 18, starts 
and finishes at Findlay Township Community Park, race starts 7 p.m., hilly 
course, $10 entry fee, awards for top male and female finishers as well as 
age groups and top finishing Findlay Township resident, two-mile fun walk 
coincides.

Food Truck Thursday, Aug. 31, 5-9 p.m., municipal building 
lot, eat in or dine out, revolving lineup, Gyros N’at, Bubbas Dawgs, Taters-
N’at, Kona Ice. 

Time for Toddlers, Mondays: Sept. 11, 25, Oct. 2, 16; 
Tuesdays: Sept. 12, 26, Oct. 3, 17; 10:15-11:15 a.m., hour of movement, 
music, activities, snack, meet other families and toddlers, adult must stay 
with child, registration required, $3/session.

Honey Party, Sept. 23, 1-2:30 p.m., learn about bees and honey 
while sampling honey on top of vanilla ice cream, take-home sample jar, 
$10/person, register by Sept. 18.

Truck Touch, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Clinton Park, no horn time 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., free. 

Backyard Healing Salve Class, Sept. 28, in-depth class 
on basic salve making, take home two-ounce tin of salve, $15/person, 
registration required. 

Semi-Super Morning Bingo, Sept. 29, doors open 9 a.m., 
bingo starts 10 a.m., $10/packet, includes one triple card for each regular 
game and one triple card for each special, additional packets $5, coverall 
jackpots $1, daubers available for purchase, may cancel due to weather, 
call, $20 regular game payouts, specials $50 payout, jackpot 100 percent of 
what is sold. 

Photography Classes, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 1-2 p.m., learn how to 
be confident shooting in manual mode, registration required, free. 

YOGA for Beginners and Beyond, Fridays, 
6:30-7:30 p.m., $5/class, exercise, stretch, meditate, (724) 695-1976.

Senior Yoga and Qi Gong, Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., gentle stretches while seated and standing, mixed levels, great 
for seniors, (724) 695-1976, Info@idtsd.net, free. 

Walk 15, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m., indoor aerobic walk 
class, all ages and fitness levels, $5/class. 

SNPJ Club 
Events take place at SNPJ Lodge 106 and are open to the public unless 
otherwise indicated. Memberships available to the public at clubroom door. 
For more, (724) 695-1411, snpjimperialpa.com, imperialproomsnpj.com. 

Bar Bingo, for members and their guests, Aug. 17, Sept. 7, 21, early 
bird games start 6:30 p.m., regular games 7 p.m., play until 9 p.m., 
kitchen open. 

SNPJ Lodge 106 Car Cruise, open to the public, Sept. 10, 
noon, entertainment by Renewed Memories II, food, drinks, 50/50, level 
paved parking, door prizes, air-conditioned clubroom, bikes welcome, dash 
plaques for first 50 cars.

Western Area YMCA
195 Montour Run Road, (412) 787-9622, www.westernarea-y.org

Volunteers needed to help with youth baseball and soccer.
Adult and junior indoor tennis programs available.

Child Care provided for Montour and West Allegheny school districts,  
call for more. 

Family Fun Event, Aug. 16, 6-8 p.m., movie on the indoor turf, 
call to register.  

Personal Trainers, available to help meet fitness goals, Jill 
Cersosimo, jcersosimo@ymcapgh.org  (412) 489.3231.  
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Marketplace Ads

Our Advertisers Your community businesses are the reason for the publication of Allegheny West Magazine. Please support these 
businesses. Their support allows us to mail this magazine, free, into the households of Findlay, North Fayette, 

Oakdale, Sturgeon, and portions of McDonald as a community service.
Accent on Gold, p. 8, 724.695.7717
Advanced Dentistry, p. 23, 412.788.6300, 
   www.facebook.com/advanceddentistry412
Allegheny County/Youth Dek Hockey Camp, p. 37, 
   alleghenycounty.us/parkprograms
Allegheny Muscle and Massage, p. 13, 724.695.5300, 
   www.alleghenymuscle.massagetherapy.com
Bakd Corks and Brews, p. 19, 412.788.2253, BakdPizza.com
Bath Fitter, p. 44, 800.645.6317
Bible Chapel, p. 24, biblechapel.org
Bishop Canevin High School/16th Annual Golf Outing, 
   p. 25, www.bishopcanevin.org
Body Systems Fitness, p. 43, 724.492.1386, 
   www.bodysystemsfitness.com, McRun: www.runsignup.com 
Broadway Dance Studio, p. 25, 412.920.1841, 
   www.prunziksbroadwaydancestudio.com
Business Legal, p. 23, 724.693.0588, www.businesslegal.net
Carousel Kennel, p. 26, 724.683.0794, 
   www.carouselkennel.com
Clearview FCU, p. 15, 800.926.0003, clearviewfcu.org
Davey Tree, p. 13, 724.746.8852, www.davey.com
DDS Web Design, p. 16, 412.965.0688, www.ddswebdesign.com
DiSanti, Dr. Judy, DMD., p. 41, 412.264.6229, 
   www.coraopolisdentist.com
Express Employment Professionals, p. 26, 412.494.2000, 
   expresspros.com
Farmer’s Insurance, p. 16, 724.695.0700, 
   www.farmersagent.com/pblazer
Fete Par Fete, p. 41, feteparfete.kaitlin@gmail.com
Findlay Township, p. 9, 43, 724.695.0500, www.findlay.pa.us
First Steps Pediatrics, p. 12, 412.788.1999, 
   www.fspkids.com
Greater Pittsburgh Aero Radio Control Society, 
   p. 41, www.gparcs.com

Heritage Valley Medical Group, p. 24, bk. cover, 
   412.749.6934, www.heritagevalley.org
Herrick Compassionate Funeral Svc., p. 19, 724.695.7332
Hometown Spine and Sport, p. 18, 412.490.1700, 
   www.hometownspineandsport.com
Imperial Tax, p. 26, 724.695.7354, 
   www.imperialtaxandaccounting.com
Janoski’s Farm & Greenhouse, p. 44, 724.899.3438, 
   www.janoskis.com
Just Dance Conservatory, p. 24, www.justdanceconservatory.
org, text: 412.953.6510
Just Vape’n, p. 6, 724.673.3115
Kovach’s Body Shop, p. 44, 724.926.8706
Fred E. Liechti, Attorney, p. 44, 412.787.5280
Meyers Plumbing, p. 23, 724.693.2880, 
   www.tommeyersplumbing.com
Montours Church, p. 41, 412.787.1050, 
   www.montourschurch.org
Moody Funeral Home, p. 26, 724.695.0411
Mosaic Church, p. 42, 724.695.3129, mosaicpgh.org
Oakdale Foot and Ankle, p. 16, 412.787.8380, 
   www.oakdalepodiatrist.com
Ohio Valley Hospital, p. 7, 24, 412.250.2600, www.ovgh.org
Open Minds Studios, p. 26, 412.600.1125, 
   www.openmindsstudios.com
Padgett Business Services, p. 13, 412.458.0639, 
   www.padgettbusinessservices.com
Pave-Rite, p. 37, 412.265.8404, www.paverite.net
Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce, p. 22, 
   412.264.6270, www.paacc.com
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Motor Speedway, p. 14, 25, 
   724.695.3363 or 0393, www.ppms.com
Pittsburgh Technical College, p. 15, 1.800.784.9675, 
   www.ptcollege.edu
Play Academy, p. 23, 412.299.0616, www.play-academy.org

Pool and Spa Outlet, p. 3, 412.494.POOL, 
   www.pool-spaoutlet.com
Pustover Financial Services, p. 11, 724.695.8885, 
   www.pustoverfinancial.com
Renaissance Home Care, p. 17, 412.563.5505, 
   www.rhomecare.com
RDK Painting, p. 25, 412.607.6441, www.rdkpaintingco1.com
Robinson Storage, p. 41, 412.809.0900, 
   www.RobinsonStorage.com
John G. Rohm, DMD, p. 40, 724.695.2100
Schiff Maintenance and Construction, p. 47, 
   412.805.8602
SNPJ Lodge 106 Club, p. 43, 724.695.1411, 
   www.snpjimperialpa.com
Strom Construction, p. 24, 412.474.3480, 
   www.strom-construction.com
The Rock Community Center 2017 Flea Market, p. 40, 
   Donations: Bunny/412.526.4945 
Thomas Dance Studio, p. 37, 412.787.7686, 
   www.thomasdance.com
Thomas-Little Funeral Svc., p. 6, 724.926.2800, 
   www.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com
Thrift Store, p. 41, 520 Rt. 30
Today’s Hair, p. 23, 724.695.0478
USAF 911th Airlift Wing, p. 44, 412.474.8090, 
   www.nafjobs.org
Weirton Medical Center, p. 2, 412.505.8171, 
   wmcpaphysicians.com
West Allegheny Hockey Association, p. 10, 
   www.wahockey.com
West Allegheny School District, p. 27, 724.695.3422, 
   www.westasd.org
Western Allegheny Community Library, p. 45, 
   724.695.8150, squareup.com/store/wacl/
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STORY BY ERMA DODD

PPenned by Erma
   Most Americans know about the reign of 
Adolf Hitler in Germany during World War 
II from history books. Ingeborg Weisner 
Saveikis, or “Inge” as she is known to family 
and friends, lived that history. Her family 
barely escaped it. She has been advised to 
“write a book.”
   She writes: “I was born in Rumburg 
Sudetenland, Germany. [In] 1944 we had to 
leave our happy home to get away from the 
[Russians]. My father was held back by Hitler 
to work on the Stuckart [airplane] (bomber 
plane). He was a designing engineer.”
   He arranged for his family to leave East 
Germany just before the border closed.
   Inge writes: “My...two brothers and 
I we were all one year apart. I was the 
youngest [at] one-and-a-half years old 
and the chauffeur [packed us and our 
mother] in one big black car [with a Morse] 
code communicator [which] he used to 
communicate with my father who directed 
us toward where the border would be. The 
border was the Autobahn with a little house 
and a [soldier] with a machine gun.
   “We ended up in a small town [called] Wommen. The chauffeur 
took our stuff out of the trunk and set it on the [sidewalk] and said, 
‘Good bye, I have to go back.’”
   “We were in front of some official-looking house with an 
American flag flying. My brave mother took us by the hand and 
marched [into] the big building. She put her [suitcase] down and 
said, ‘Now what?’ The Americans found a nice German family 
that took us in and that is how our new life [began].”
   At the age of 4, Inge sat beside her grandmother as she taught 
her to knit. Inge writes, “In 1953 my mother, brave as she was, 
rented a restaurant, she had three little elves to help her. We 
worked hard, sang a lot [of] four-part harmony, played the guitars, 
[life] was good.” 
   Inge worked long hours and years passed. One day, a handsome, 
6’2” U.S. Army sergeant walked into their pub. 
   “If you’ve seen Elvis, you have seen Chuck Lang,” Inge says. 
“Like Elvis, Chuck played guitar, and danced.”
   Inge, 22 at the time and a real live Barbie doll, thought, “This is 
the man I have to marry.” Inge added, “He did not know that. He 
had to chase me.”
   The two became engaged. A week after they married, Inge 
writes, “My husband informed me that he has to go to the USA. I 
was in [shock], this was not my plan to leave my family and my 
homeland. I started to pack.”
   The newlyweds’ destination was Aliquippa, where they lived 
with members of Chuck’s family for three months. Chuck worked 
in construction.
   Inge could understand English better than she could speak it. 
She says, ”I learned by watching TV.”
   When the time came to meet Chuck’s parents, they packed up 
and headed to the hills of West Virginia. Inge was pregnant.

   They were almost home 
when their car stopped, 
never to start again. They 
walked the last backwoods 
mile. Chuck’s 11-year-
old sister and 8-year-old 
brother came running to 
meet them. There was 
no running water at the 
house and the outhouse was down the road. 
An outside pump provided water. It took 76 
pumps to fill one bucket. Inge used eight 
buckets to wash and rinse their clothes.
   Soon, it was time to pack again. Chuck 
was to report to Fort Riley, Kansas and train 
soldiers who were headed for Vietnam. Their 
son, Sonny, was born at Fort Riley. 
   “Sonny was the best of our situation,” says 
Inge. 
   After orders came that Chuck was being 
deployed to Vietnam, a German friend of 
Inge’s helped her and Sonny make it home 
to Germany. Fourteen months later, Inge got 
a call from Chuck. His military service was 

complete. They were going back to West Virginia to stay with 
friends. Chuck became a policeman. Then they heard about a job 
opening for a chauffeur for a rich couple in their 80s in Moon 
Township. Inge said, “Let’s go,” and again they packed up and 
moved into living quarters on the property.
   Inge’s friend, Hildegard, asked,“Why don’t you get a job?”
   “I can’t read or write English,” Inge told her. 
   “Can you wait on tables?” Hildegard asked. 
   Inge interviewed at the Holiday Inn near Tonidale. The manager 
said, “You got a job. Start at 5 a.m.” She made $16.20 in tips that 
first day, 50 years ago.
   The Hankey Farms housing development was just being built 
then. There, she found a home where she would raise her son. Inge 
remembers the day her friend Richard Saveikis walked into the 
lounge where she was working in 1985. They were both single 
then. Richard thought,“This is the woman I want to be with.” Five 
years later, they married.
   Finally, Inge’s dream to start her own business came true 30 
years ago. Her shop, Tonidale Yarn and Needlecraft on Montour 
Church Road, opened in 1987. Recently, she moved into a new 
location at 7231 Steubenville Pike. Her knitters’ classes still meet 
Tuesday and Saturday. For some, knitting is therapeutic. One 
woman who said knitting has saved her sanity says, “Costs less 
than a psychiatrist.”
   Inge performs alterations at the shop, from wedding gowns to 
hems. She is assisted by Sandy and Annelise, who comes from 
Germany. They are celebrating 29 years with Inge, along with 
Priscilla, another seamstress. 
   The shop stocks vibrant, colored, imported yarns from around 
the world. Stepping into it is like stepping into Inge’s world, like 
stepping into a chapter in her book.

Dreams do come true

Ingeborg Weisner Saveikis celebrates her 30th 
year in business at her shop, Tonidale Yarn and 
Needlecraft, at its new location on Steubenville 
Pike. PHOTO SUBMITTED

• Allegheny West Magazine • August/September 201746





PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
PITTSBURGH PA
PERMIT NO. 5605

Hughey Publications, LLC
P.O. Box 220
McDonald, PA 15057

Now in Our

18th Year
Proudly Serving the Airport Area

Allegheny West
Magazine


